-ODOMY  SEIZURE: 

CUSTOMS  GRABS  MORE  THAN  1 

KITLES  FRDJVLW  BOOKSTORE  1 


,-.•.•.-.■.-.•.•.•.•. 


W"  -, 


i5:::::;:;:::::::v:;::::::::::::::::? 
t 


SOME  GO0 
NEWS  AT  LAST 

HUMAI 
RIGHTS:  ONT 

REVS  UP.  YUKON  ST 


;:  v*vw  •  ■ .; .:..:      •  : : .:; •  Mw  y^w 
!vv*.*x*x*-*x^x*x->x-x-/>X'>  •*.-.•.  .*;"'**'*'**"•  >.-X'!« 

!&.av.v.-7»!»».(w.^<v/.Sv:.:.; 

3Htaag 


WWWv^:."W>a; 


££.:  ~''x  ;^:>;^  ^y  S& 


:•:•:<•:•,.•. 


xw&SjS 


'HRISBEARCHELL 
TALKS  TO  WOMEN  IN 

E SEX TRADE 


ICHARD 
SUMMERBE 
ON  THE  TORONT 
ODUCTION 


u: 


•  Semaine  Nationale  Gaie '86. 

February  2-8.  In  a  nutshell,  this  event  is  more 
for  "lemonde  straight"  than  for  us.  It  is  basic- 
ally an  organized  publicity  blitz,  announcing  yet 
again  the  "gay  fact"  to  the  tranquil  hetero- 
sexuals of  Quebec.  The  province-wide  action 
is  being  led  by  the  ADGQ  (Association  pour  les 
droits  des  gaies  de  Quebec)  of  Montreal. 
There  will  be  a  poster  campaign ,  press  and 
media  conferences,  information  will  be  sent 
to  schools,  and  other  such 
consciousness-raising 
endeavours  are  planned. 
The  basic  theme  is  that  we  are  here,  we  are 
not  horrible,  and  we  have  rights.  In  the  organ- 
izers' own  words:  "La  Semaine  Nationale 
Gaie,  c'est  la  promotion  et  le  respect  de  notre 
difference." 

The  cash-strapped  ADGQ  is  looking  for 
help,  (especially  financial)  in  pulling  this  week 


JVIUIN  1  JvDrVL/!  Les  Ballets  Jazz  de"Montreal  returns  with  an  exciting  programme 
that  includes  four  premiere  performances.  February  1 2  to  1 5  at  Place  des  Arts. 


.      * 


off.  For  more  information,  call -Montreal: 
843-8671 ,  Joliette:  759-6960,  Quebec: 
648-2751  or  write:  ADGQ,  CP  29,  Succ  C, 
Montreal  H2L  4J7. 

•  AIDS  Forum.  Sponsored  by  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Friends  of  Concordia,  featuring  vari- 
ous medical  professionals.  There  will  be  an  in- 
formation session,  followed  by  a  question-and- 
answer  period.  This  forum  will  be  one  of  the 
many  events  happening  around  Montreal  dur- 
ing Gay  Week  1986.  February  7, 
7:30-IO:30pm,  Concordia  University,  Hall 
Building,  Room  H-937, 1455  boul  de  Maison- 
neuve.  Metro:  Guy.  For  more  information, 
call  LGFC,  848-7414. 

•  Les  Ballets  Jazz  de  Montreal  re- 
turn to  the  city  to  present  their  first  perfor- 
mance in  about  a  year.  They  will  do  six  pieces, 
including  four  premieres.  The  programme 


consists  of:  Kew  Drive,  by  Millt  /Batucada 
Fantastica;  Ebony  Concerto  by  Cranko  with 
music  by  Stravinsky;  Buenos  Aires  by  Molla- 
joli/Piazzola;  Femmes  aux  talons  hautes 
(Women  with  high  heels)  by 
Richard/Waites;  Appearances  by  Taylor- 
Corbett/Metheny  and  Kenton  by  Mac- 
Donald/ Kenton.  February  12-15  at  Theatre 
Maisonneuve,  Place  des  Arts.  Tickets  $I2-$I9. 
For  information  and  reservations,  call 
842-2112. 

•  The  Conservatoire  d'  Art  Cin- 
ematographique  de  Montreal 
will,  as  usual,  be  featuring  many  interesting 
films.  During  February,  they  will  be  showing 
(among  other  things)  a  retrospective  of  Films 
About  Cinema.  A  closer  look  at  what  initial- 
ly seems  a  singularly  dry  topic  reveals  at  least 
three  films  that  will  delight  the  city's  camp 


queens:  Love  Goddesses:  A  History  of 
Sex  in  the  Cinema— made  in  1963,  this  doc- 
umentary about  Hollywood's  leading  ladies 
through  the  first  60  y°ars  of  film  illustrates  its 
points  with  clips  from  films.  Marlene  Dietrich, 
Greta  Garbo,  Jean  Harlow  and  many  others 
are  promised.  Friday  February  14, 9pm. 
Sunset  Boulevard— Billy  Wilder's  all-time 
camp  classic  starring  the  inimitable  Gloria 
Swanson  as  the  long-forgotten  film  star  Norma 
Desmond.  The  action  revolves  around  her 
plot  to  gain  the  love  of  a  young  writer  who  has 
taken  refuge  under  her  roof.  Saturday 
February  15, 9:15pm.  A  Star  Is  Born.  This  is 
the  1954  musical  version,  starring  Judy  Garland 
and  James  Mason.  It's  the  story  of  a  marriage 
between  a  rising  star  (Judy)  and  a  falling  star 
(Mason.)  A  wonderful  film. r  iturday  February 
22, 9pm. 
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•  Dignity/Dignite  National  Con- 
ference, the  Montreal  chapter  of  Dignity 
Canada  Dignite  will  host  the  group's  National 
Conference,  May  16-19, 1986.  This  is  the  first 
time  that  the  Canadian  group  will  meet  as  a 
distinct  body.  The  conference  will  be  present- 
ed in  English  and  questions  during  discussions 
may  be  put  forward  in  French.  Expected 
speakers  include  MP  Svend  Robinson,  Dr 
Norbert  Gilmore  of  the  National  Advisory 
Committee  on  AIDS  and  Gerry  Morris  and  Pat 
McCarney  of  the  Centre  for  Spiritual  Growth, 
Faith  Development  and  Self-acceptance  in  the 
Believing  Homosexual.  Registration:  before 
December  I ,  members  $707non-members 
$85.  After  December  I ,  members  $80/non- 
members  $95.  You  can  also  register  for  specific 
events.  For  more  information,  write  to  Digni- 
ty Canada  Dignite,  National  Conference 
Committee,  CP  1045,  Succ  H,  Montreal,  Can- 
ada, H3G  2M9  or  phone  (5 14)937-629 1. 

Reported  from  Montreal  by  TBP 
correspondent  Alan  McGinty. 
For  the  most  up-to-date  information  on 
events  in  Montreal,  pick  up  the  latest 
issue  of  Le  Petit  Berdache,  Call  (514) 
843-8671  for  locations. 


TORONTO 

•  As  Is.  A  Toronto  production  of  William 
Hoffman's  award-winning  play  about  Rich,  a 
writer  and  a  runner  who  has  Al  DS,  and  his 
friendship  with  Saul,  his  former  lover.  The  play 
premiered  in  New  York  City  in  March  of  this 
year,  and  was  nominated  for  three  Tony  Aw- 
ards, including  Best  Play.  Until  February  2. 
Performances,  Tuesday,  Wednesday  &  Thurs- 


|  MONTREAL  I  "Love  Goddesses:  A  History  of  Sex  in  the  Cinema,"  a  1963 
documentary,  will  be  screened  at  the  Conservatoire  d'Art  Cinematographique,  Valentine's 
Day.  Seen  here:  Jean  Harlow  with  Clarke  Gable  in  a  scene  from  "Red  Dust." 

day,  8:30pm,  Saturday,  5pm— tickets,  $9.  Fri- 
day at  8:30  and  Saturday  at  9,  tickets  $12.  Sun- 
day at  2:30  is  pay-what-you-can.  Toronto  Free 
Theatre,  26  Berkeley  St.  Box  office:  368-7601 . 
•  CGRO  Discrimination  Docu- 
mentation. The  Coalition  for  Gay  Rights 
in  Ontario  is  collecting  documentation  of  dis- 
crimination against  gay  people  in  order  to  lob- 
by the  Ontario  government  to  change  the  Hu- 
man Rights  Code  to  protect  us.  If  you  or 


someone  you  know  has  been  discriminated 
against,  please  tell  us  your  story.  Call  CGRO  at 
533-6824.  _ 

•  Zodiac  Dance.  A  women's  dance  at 
the  5 19  Church  Street  Community  Centre, 
February  8.  DJ  Sharon  Flannigan,  lip-synch  en- 
tertainment by  male  and  female  impersona- 
tors. Refreshments.  Admission  $5  advance/ $6 
at  the  door.  Advance  tickets  are  available  from 
the  reception  desk  at  the  519. 


•  Anti  Freeze.  Presented  by  the  Gay 
Community  Dance  Committee.  February  22, 
9pm-5am.  Tickets  are  $7.50  advance/$8  at  the 
door/ $5  after  1:30am.  Get  them  at  the  usual 
locations,  including  the  offices  of  The  Body 
Politic  and  Xtra!  at  54  Wolseley  St,  top 
floor. 

•  Good.  Equity  Showcase  Theatre  pre- 
sents CP  Taylor's  play  with  music.  The  script 
leads  us  through  a  frightening  maze  with  a 
"good"  man  caught  in  the  machine  of  the 
Third  Reich.  The  audience  watches  John 
Haider,  a  lecturer  in  German  literature,  being 
molded  in  the  hands  of  the  Nazis,  becoming  a 
cog  in  the  wheel  of  Hitler's  Final  Solution, 
helping  to  turn  the  future  of  an  entire  race  of 
people  into  a  nightmare.  The  playwright  says, 
' '  It  still  seems  that  there  are  lessons  to  be 
learned  if  we  can  examine  the  atrocities  of  the 
Third  Reich  as  the  result  of  the  infinite  com- 
plexity of  contemporary  human  society,  and 
not  a  simple  conspiracy  of  criminals  and  psy- 
chopaths." At  Harbourfront's  Studio  Theatre, 
February  5-9, 8:30pm.  Admission  is  free,  but 
reservations  are  recommended.  Call 
963-9226. 

•  Mephisto's  Dream.  A  theatrical 
journey  into  the  forbidden.  The  old  city  of 
Quebec  is  the  modern-day  setting  for  this  anc- 
ient battle  of  good  against  evil .  Faust  is  a  teach- 
er at  Laval  University  on  the  eve  of  his  retire- 
ment. Enter  Mephisto  with  the  daring  proposi- 
tion to  be  Faust's  companion  on  a  fantastical 

TORONTO: 

The  wild  women  of  "Fifth 
Column,"  will  entertain  at 
Together,  457  Church,  Janu- 
ary 23.  I Opm,  admission:  $2. 
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"The  liberation 
of  homosexuals 
can  only  be 
the  work  of 
homosexuals 
themselves." 
•  Kurt  Hiller, 
1921 
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MORE 


TO  COME! 

•  In  Xtra!  TBP's 
Toronto  paper. 

What's  on  and  what's  up 
in  the  city  —  movies, 
plays,  concerts,  bar-nights, 
dances,  and  just  about 
everything  else! 

It's  complete,  it's  current, 
and  it's  free  at  these 
locations: 


Theatre  Passe  Muraille  16  Ryerson  Ave.  The 
Romans  II  742  Bay  St,  Katrina's  5  St  Joseph  St,  Club 
Z  1 1 A  St  Joseph  St.  Glad  Day  Bookshop  648A  Yonge 
St,  2nd  fl,  Avalon  530  Yonge  St,  2nd  fl,  Y-Knot  488 
Yonge  St,  2nd  fl.  St  Charles  Tavern  488  Yonge  St, 
Hitch'N'Post  529  Yonge  St.  Cornelius  579  Yonge  St, 
Queen  of  Hearts  599C  Yonge  St,  Chaps  9  Isabella  St, 
Komrad's  I  Isabella  St.  Cafe  No  S  5  Isabella  St. 
Karl's  Cafe  678  Yonge  St.  Living  Well  Cafe  692 
Yonge  St  The  Quest  665  Yonge  St,  The  Fare  Ex- 
change 4  Irwin  Ave,  Chez  Moi  30  Hayden  St,  519 
Church  St  Community  Centre  519  Church  St.  Piz- 
za Nova  562  Church  St.  Church  St  Cafe  485  Church 
St.  Together  457  Church  St,  The  Barn  83  Granby  St, 
Les  Cavaliers  418  Church  St.  Club  Ivory  414  Church 
St.  Buddy's  370  Church  St,  J's  Records  74  Gerrard 
St,  The  Club  Baths  231  Mutual  St,  Chat  Travel  255 
Gerrard  St  E.  Pimblett's  249  Gerrard  St  E,  Peter 
Brown  Travel  546  Parliament  St,  Purple  Onion  547 
Parliament  St,  Lipstick  580  Parliament  St,  The  Selby 
Hotel  (Boot's  and  Bud's  at  The  Selby)  592  Sher- 
boume  St,  Yofi's  19  Baldwin  St,  Toronto  Women's 
Bookstore  73  Harbord  St,  Courage  My  Love  14 
Kensington  Ave,  The  Theatre  Centre  296  Brunswick 
Ave.  By  the  Way  Cafe  400  Bloor  St  W,  Renaissance 
Cafe  509  Bloor  St  W,  The  Bloor  Cinema  506  Bloor 
St  W,  Bathurst  St  Theatre  736  Bathurst  St,  MCC 
730  Bathurst  St,  Factory  Theatre  125  Bathurst  St, 
The  Epicure  Cafe  512  Queen  St  W,  Bragg  446 
Queen  St  W,  The  Cameron  408  Queen  St  W,  The 
Rivoli  334  Queen  St  W,  Peter  Pan  373  Queen  St  W, 
Raclette  361  Queen  St  W,  Pages  Bookstore  256 
Queen  St  W,  Queen  Mother  Cafe  206  Queen  St  W, 
The  Barracks  56  Widmer  St,  Oscar's  1 77  Church  St, 
Emilio's  127  Queen  St  E,  Griffon  Arms  1 17  Dundas 
St  E,  Club  101  101  Jarvis  St.  The  Cameo  95  Trinity  St. 
18  East  Hotel  (The  Toolbox)  18  Eastern  Ave, 
Gallery  940  940  Queen  St  E,  Toronto  Counselling 
Centre  for  Lesbians  and  Gays  105  Carlton  St, 
Hassle-Free  Clinic  566  Church  St.  2nd  fl,  York 
University  Bookstore  Ross  Building.  Priape  1661 
rue  Ste-Catherine,  Montreal 

Pick  it  up  when 
you  go  out 


XTRA! 
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journey  into  the  land  of  the  Mothers.  Meph- 
isto's  Dream  is  the  mysterious  journey  to 
discover  the  "Other"  face  of  the  deity,  the 
ground  of  being  for  all  creation:  the  eternal 
feminine.  Presented  by  Actor's  Lab  Theatre, 
155a  George  St  (I  block  east  of  Jarvis,  south  of 
Queen)  Previews  February  12-16, 19-23.  Op- 
ens February  23-March  16.  Performances: 
Wednesday  through  Sunday,  8:30pm.  Admis- 
sion: Wednesday  and  Thursday  $7  (students  & 
seniors  $5.)  Friday  and  Saturday  $9  (students  & 
seniors  $7.)  Sunday:  pay-what-you-can.  All 
previews  $5.  For  tickets,  call  363-2853. 

•  Caesar.  Future  Shakespeare  presents  an 
all-female  version  of  the  play  Julius  Caesar. 
The  play '  'will  be  set  in  a  future  world  where 
women  rule  as  men  did."  Shakespeare's 
themes  of  power,  violence,  and  mass  manipul- 
ation will  be  explored  outside  the  historical 
context  Directed  by  Vinetta  Stromberg.  The 
show  is  meant  as  a  provocative  theatrical  piece 
that  lives  in  the  land  of  entertainment  "some- 
where between  Star  Trek  and  Road  War- 
rior." At  Toronto  Workshop  Productions,  12 
Alexander  Street  Previews  February  20-25, 
opens  February  26.  Performances  Tuesday 
through  Saturday,  8:30,  admission  $9  and  $12. 
Sunday  matinee,  2:30pm,  $5.  For  reserva- 
tions, call  925-8640. 

•  Festival  of  Basque  Cinema.  A 
celebration  of  new  films  from  the  Basque  pro- 
vinces of  Spain.  The  works  include  La  Muerte 
de  Mikel  (Michael's  Death),  1984,  directed 
by  Imanol  Uribe.  The  film  combines  ideas 
about  the  repression  of  the  Basque  people  in 
Spain  with  ideas  about  the  repression  of 
homosexuals  in  that  country.  In  the  end,  it 
seems  as  though  similar  attitudes  have  affected 
both  groups.  Mikel,  the  protagonist,  lives  a 
double  life  as  a  gay  Basque  man.  The  film  opens 
at  this  funeral,  with  both  factions  claiming  him 
as  their  own .  The  film  is  the  last  in  a  trilogy 
(the  others  are  El  Proceso  de  Burgos  and 
La  Fuga  de  Segovia)  which  explores  the 
social  and  political  problems  of  the  Basque 
people  today.  Friday  February  28, 7:30pm. 
Studio  Theatre,  York  Quay  Centre,  Harbour- 
front,  235  Queen's  Quay  West  Admission 
$3.50.  Following  La  Muerte  de  Mikel  at 
9:30pm  is  Otra  Vuelta  de  Tuerca  (The 
Turn  of  the  Screw.)  a  film  by  Eloy  de  la  Ig- 
lesia.  The  action  is  based  on  the  well-known 
Gothic  novel  by  Henry  James  but  takes  place 
around  1900  in  the  Basque  country.  Roberto,  a 
young  seminarian,  leaves  his  studies  for 
unknown  reasons  and  goes  to  work  as  a 
private  tutor.  He  begins  to  see  ghostly  images 
and  his  strange  behaviour  works  on  the  minds 
of  the  children  he  cares  for.  But  who  really 
see  the  images:  Roberto  or  the  kids!  Iglesia 
also  directed  The  Deputy  and  is  currently 
working  on  a  film  about  a  homosexual  affair 
between  a  Basque  terrorist  and  a  member  of 
the  National  Guard. 

•  Rhubarb  Festival.  Another  from 
Buddies  in  Bad  Times.  February  6-23  at  Tarra- 
gon Theatre's  Extra  Space,  30  Bridgman 
Avenue.  The  first  week  consists  of  perform- 
ance art  pieces,  all  four  staged  each  night  They 
are:  Finding  Faults  Firmament  by  Francais 
Leeming,  School  of  Thought  by  Christine 
Morrison  and  two  untitled  pieces  by  Edward 
Lam  and  Sean  Lynch.  Week  two  has  five  per- 
formance pieces  each  night,  plus  special  per- 


formances by  three  Toronto  artists/ perform- 
ers. Week  Two's  programme  includes 
Switching  Channels  a  multi-media  piece  by 
Amanda  Hale  and  Una  Chartrand  that  ex- 
plores role  playing  and  sexual  fantasy  from  a 
woman's  perspective.  The  last  week  features 
theatre  pieces  and  women's  monologues  in- 
cluding: Touch,  a  discussion  about  pornogra- 
phy and  gay  men  with  David  Demchuk,  author 
of  If  Betty  Should  Rise,  directed  by  Audrey 


Trinity,  10  Trinity  Square  (behind  the  Eaton 
Centre),  I2:l0pm-lpm,  February  4.  Admission 
free. 

•  Right  To  Privacy  Committee 
Annual  Meeting.  On  the  Fifth  Anniver- 
sary of  the  1981  Bathhouse  Raids.  8pm,  in  the 
Pine  Room  at  the  519  Church  Street  Commun- 
ity Centre.  There  will  be  reports  and  discussi- 
on of  the  projected  future  of  equality  rights 
and  police  entrapment.  February  5. 


BASS,  the  U  of  T  SAC  office  or  from 
RPM(869-I462.) 

•  Ab-nor'mally  Happy.  Richard 

Summerbell  and  Paul  Aboud,  author ancj  illus- 
trator of  the  hilarious  new  gay  dictionary,  will 
be  at  a  bookselling  wine  and  cheese  party  at 
Glad  Day  books,  January  26, 3-5 pm. 

•  Brothers.  The  popular  pay-TV  series 
airs  for  the  first  time  on  network  television. 
CITY-TV,  January  27  to  February  14,  Monday 


■ 

L^  |  lURON  I U!  Hints  of  sexual  tension  between  a 
young  tutor  and  his  charge  underlie  "The  Turn  of  the  Screw," 
by  Eloy  de  la  Iglesia.  See  "Festival  of  Basque  Cinema"  listing. 

Butler,  author  of  Claposis;  Organic  Di- 
vide, marriage  and  male  washroom  sex  with 
Robin  Fulford,  directed  by  Ken  McDougall. 
The  monologues  are  A  Particular  Class  of 
Women  by  Janet  Feindel,  directed  by  Svetlana 
Zytlin,  Vampire  with  Kathi  Rivers,  Dream 
in  Colour  with  Byron  Ayanoglu,  author  of 
Friendships  and  Untitled  by  Partitia  Gavin. 
A  Rhubarb  Pass  is  available  to  allow  theatre- 
goers to  see  all  thirty  pieces  for  one  low  price. 
Call  Dan  Wardock  for  updates  and  reserva- 
tions, 925-8675,  mornings  only. 

•  Carnival  in  Rio.  A  dance  presented 
by  TAG.  February  I.  Great  music,  food  and 
door  prizes.  Tickets  $5  from  TAG  members, 
Glad  Day  Books  or  at  the  door. 

•  Is  there  French  feminism  after 
Lacan?  A  reading  group  sponsored  by  the 
Women's  Art  Resource  Centre  to  address 
theoretical  explorations  of  women's  sexuality. 
The  group  will  be  facilitated  by  Dot  Tuer  and 
will  run  for  several  weeks.  The  first  meeting  is 
February  3, 7:30pm  at  the  WARC  office,  455 
Spadina  Avenue,  Suite  215.  Suggested  read- 
ings: The  Four  Fundamentals  of  Psycho- 
analysis by  Jacques  bean  and  The  Sex 
Which  is  Not  One  by  Luce  Iriguray. 

•  Mythologies  and  Realities  of 
Homosexuality.  George  Hislop  speaks 
at  the  Tuesday  Forum,  Church  of  the  Holy 


•  Queen  of  Hearts  Beauty  Pag- 
eant. Come  out  and  root  for  your  favourite 
queen.  At  The  Concert  Hall,  February  8, 8pm. 
Tickets  $10  in  advance/$l5  at  the  door.  Avail- 
able from  Glad  Day  Books,  or  by  calling 
362-0679. 

•  FACT  Valentine's  Party.  The 

Federation  of  American  and  Canadian  Trans- 
sexuals Valentine's  party,  February  1 5  at  the  5 1 9 
Church  St  Community  Centre.  8pm,  free 
admission. 

•  A  Particular  Class  of  Women. 
A  series  of  dramatic  monologues  based  on  wo- 
men in  the  striptease  business,  written  and 
performed  by  Janet  Feindel.  Directed  by 
Svetlana  Zytlin.  Feindel  has  performed  a  num- 
ber of  monologues  separately  in  workshops 
and  at  the  recent  conference  on  pornography 
and  prostitution  at  OISE.  This  is  her  first  op- 
portunity to  present  the  collection  of  scenes 
together  as  a  one-act  play.  A  Particular 
Class  of  Women  shares  a  double-bill  with 
Vinyl  Hearts  by  Audrey  Butler.  January 
23-26  at  The  Theatre  Centre,  296  Brunswick 
Avenue.  Tickets  are  $6.25,  including  a  sur- 
charge for  the  Theatre  Centre's  renovation 
fund.  For  reservations,  call  927-8998. 

•  Deep  Six  in  '86.  Rough  Trade  s  last 
concert.  At  RPM,  132  Queen's  Quay  East  at 
Jarvis.  January  29  and  30.  Tickets  $15  from 


to  Friday,  11-11 :30pm,  channel  57,  cable  7.  The 
first  episode  takes  place  at  a  wedding  where 
the  gay  brother  tells  his  family  why  he  isn't 
likely  to  be  getting  married.  The  show  is  re- 
markable for  many  reasons,  among  them  the 
fact  that  it  was  the  scene  of  the  first  gay  kiss  in 
a  sit-com. 

•  Cardiac  Arrest!  Gwendolyn's  heart- 
stoppin'  clown  Stinky  does  a  multi-media 
Valentine's  tribute  to  the  girls  with  the  heart 
(sic)  of  gold.  February  14  at  the  Sparkes  Gal- 
lery, 693A  Queen  Street  West,  8:30pm. 

•  Films  by  Midi  Onodera.  A  selec- 
tion of  work  from  the  past  four  years  by  the 
Toronto  Japanese-Canadian  filmmaker.  Friday 
January  24, 8pm  at  The  Funnel,  507  King 
Street  East,  364-7003.  Admission  $4/ $3  stu- 
dents and  limited  income.  Films:  Ten  Cents 
A  Dance  (Parallax),  Idiot's  Delight, 
Home  Was  Never  Like  This,  The  Bird 
That  Chirped  on  Bathurst,  Ville?  Quelle 
Ville?,  Made  in  Japan  and  The  Dead 
Zone.  Onodera  is  the  Production  Director  at 
The  Funnel  and  this  show  is  the  first  on  a  tour 
of  Western  Canada,     continued  on  page  7 

For  the  latest  information  on 
what's  going  on  in  Toronto,  call 
923-GAYS  (923-4297),  or  pick  up  a 
copy  of  Xtra!,  published  twice  a 
month  by  the  people  at  The  Body 
Politic,  and  distributed  free  in 
bars,  clubs,  theatres  and  restaur- 
ants across  the  city. 
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ONTARIO 


YOURS  TO 


DISCOVER 


TORONTO  BOUND? 


Selby  Hotel 


TORONTO'S  PREMIER  GAY  HOTEL 

\ou'»e  slept  with  the  rest 

Nn»  sleep  with  Ihe  best! 

Ill's  true.  HemingHa)  slept  here) 

Affordable  Qualil)  in  Toronto 
ROOMS  KROM  S30.00  PKR  NICHT 

Selby  Hotel 

592  Sherbourne  Street 

TORONTO.  CANADA 

(416)  921-3142 


Estuary  House 

Your  home  in  the  Country 
Near  Peterborough 
Winter  Weekend 
Specials 


HH-fi 


urM 


P.O.Box  164 

Keene.  Ontario  KOL  2G0 

(705)295-4528  or 

(416)960-1291 


PEAK  o  BLUE  MOUNTAIN 
GUEST  RANCH 


A  peaceful  turn  of  the  century 
farm  nestled  in  the  heart  of 
Ontario's  winter  vacation  land. 
Located  atop  scenic  Blue  Mountain, 
Collingwood,  Ontario. 
Blue  Ski  Slopes/Bruce  Trail 


For  reservations  and  information 
(705)444-1262 


Opening  December  6,  1985 


For  information 
call  (416)894-1058 


Thanks  for  a  wonderful  season 
See  you  in  April 


Prinstern  Acres  Guesthouse 

The  Perfect  Place  for  a  Country  Getaway ' ' 

Only  2  1/2  hours  N  of  Toronto  in  the 
\f^l  j-B_  *  5^  heart  of  the  Grey  Bruce  Peninsula 

y.    ^"    "■•-  '*£•!*    I  aw        Warm  up  in  front  of  our  fireplace 

**  ~*  -a-         and  enjoy  our  relaxed  hospitality . 

Sumptuous  meals.  Elegance. 
Ask  about  our  Cross  Country  Ski 

Packages  and  other  Winter  Getaways 


Call  (416)868-1596  or  (519)371-3680 

or  write  to  255  Gerrard  St  E,  Toronto  ON  M5A  2G1 

for  your  free  brochure 


SHETLAND'S  MEADOW 
GUESTHOUSE 


THE  PERFECT  PLACE 
FOR  A  COUNTRY  GETAWAY 

FROM  $75 
PER  PERSON/WEEKEND 


We  are  located  in  the  Grey  Bruce  County 

near  Owen  Sound.  Only  2  1/2  hours  N  of  Toronto. 

Great  downhill  and  cross-country  skiing  nearby. 

Relax  in  front  of  our  fireplace  after  a  great  day  on  the  slopes. 

Call  961-8861  or  822-4484 

or  write  to  89-2170  Bromsgrove  Rd 
Mississauga  ON  L5J  4J2 


"If  you  can't  be 

a  house  guest  in 

the  country. . . 

y         be  ours." 

Rill  House  is  a  restored  nineteenth  century  country- 
house  —  a  "special"  place  to  visit  (hat  is  quiet, 
secluded  and  memorable. 

In  winter  thete  i*  cross-country  and  alpine  skiing, 
quiet  waflcsalongtheBruce Trail— and alwaysahost 
who  knowta  thing  or  tvnoaboutmakfngjioa  welcome. 

I0OK  north-west  of  Toronto.  We'll  be  glad  to  send 
further  information  HUTi /i 

Rill  House  Farm 

Creemore,  Ontario 

416-231-7650 


BURKEN 

GUEST  HOUSE 
TORONTO 


Central  Location 
Beautiful  Rooms 
Continental  Breakfast 
Free  Parking 
$45  Day/$1 75  Week 
VISA  Accepted 
• 

322  Palmerston  Boulevard 

Toronto.  Ontario 

Canada  M6G  2N6 

(416)  920-7842 


6**V 


^-^1 


ONTARIO  GAY 
GUESTHOUSE 
ASSOCIATION 

Box  52 1 3  Station  A 
Toronto,  Ontario 

M5W  IW5 
(416)868-1596 
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ST  CATHARINE'S 

•  Meeting  with  Parents  of  Gays. 

Gay  Outreach  Niagara  is  sponsoring  a  public 
discussion  with  members  of  Parents  and 
Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gays,  Buffalo  chapter. 
Sunday  February  2, 7:30pm.  223  Church  St,  St 
Catharine's.  Admission  is  free,  but  donations 
are  welcome.  For  more  information,  call 
684-0683. 

•  Valentine's  Dance.  Gay  Outreach 
Niagara's  first  dance.  February  15, 8pm. 
Queenchester  Terrace  Auditorium,  211 
Queenston  St.  Tickets  are  $4  in  advance/ $5  at 
the  door.  For  more  information,  call 
684-0683. 

Reported  from  St  Catharine's  by  TBP 
correspondent  Ken  Chaplin. 


EDMONTON 

•  Something  in  the  Wind.  Ray- 
mond Storey's  play  traces  an  Alberta  ranch 
family's  thirty  year  struggle  with  the  multi-na- 
tional corporation  that  owns  the  neighboring 
sour-gas  plant  At  Theatre  Network,  1 1845-77 
Street  January  23-February  9, 8pm.  Call 
474-61 1 1  for  information. 

•  A  History  of  the  American 
Film.  Christopher  Durang's  uproarious 
musical  satire  of  the  American  Dream  presen- 
ted by  the  Grant  MacEwan  College  Theatre 
department  At  the  John  L  Hart  Theatre, 
Jasper  Place  Campus,  10045-156  Street, 
February  I  &  2, 8pm.  Call  483-4424  for  tickets. 

•  When  the  Wind  Blows.  A  cartoon 
depiction  of  an  elderly  couple  innocently  and 
dutifully  preparing  for  a  nuclear  war.  A  com- 
pelling and  chilling  theatrical  experience  by 
Raymond  Briggs.  Presented  by  Phoenix  The- 
atre at  the  Kaasa  Theatre  in  the  Jubilee  Audi- 
torium. February  7  to  March  2.  Call  429-4015 
for  details. 

•  Can  You  See  Me  Yet?  by  Timothy 
Findlay,  directed  by  Kevin  Burns.  First  perfor- 
med by  the  National  Arts  Centre  Trust  Com- 
pany in  1976,  this  play  concerns  a  group  of  pa- 
tients in  an  asylum  for  the  insane  in  Southern 
Ontario  in  the  summer  of  1938.  The  main 
characters'  struggle  for  acceptance  is  central  to 
a  moving  evening  of  theatre.  At  the  Walterdale 
Theatre,  10322-83  Avenue,  February  12-22. 
Phone  439-2845  for  details. 

•  The  Ploughman's  Lunch.  (1983 
Richard  Eyre,  105  minutes.)  An  upbeat  film 
which  contains  a  searing  attack  on  contempor- 
ary British  politics  and  morality,  featuring  an 
astonishing  climax  at  the  1982  Conservative 
Party  conference.  At  the  Princess  Theatre, 
February  14  &  15, 9:30pm  and  February  16  & 
17,7pm. 

•  The  Basileus  Quartet  An  intelli- 
gent, illuminating  film  which  tells  the  story  of  a 
famous  chamber  music  quartet  shaken  by  the 
death  of  its  lead  violinist  Into  their  lives  comes 
Eduardo,  a  destructive  young  prodigy  who 


EDMONTON: 

Timothy  Findlay's  "Can  You 
See  Me  Yet?"  at  the  Walter- 
dale  Theatre,  February  1 2-22. 

convinces  them  to  regroup.  (1982.  Fabio  Car- 
pi, 118  minutes,  Italian  with  subtitles.)  At  the 
Princess  Theatre,  February  21  to  27, 7pm. 

•  Dance  Motif '86.  Orchesis,  the  Un- 
iversity of  Alberta's  creative  dance  group  pre- 
sents a  concert  of  modern  and  jazz  dances,  fea- 
turing the  work  of  local  choreographers  at  the 
SUB  Theatre,  Student's  Union  Building,  Uni- 
versity of  Alberta  campus.  February  7  &  8, 
8pm.  Phone  432-4764  for  tickets. 

J*  Womonspace  Dance.  At  High- 
lands Community  Hall,  1 1333-62  Street 
February  15, 8pm.  Tickets  $5  members/ $6 
non-members. 

•  Pink  Triangle  Dance.  Sponsored 
by  the  Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality.  At  the 
Bonnie  Doon  Community  Hall,  9240-93 
Street  February  15, 8pm-2am. 

Information,  from  Edmonton  provided 
by  correspondent  Jeff  Winkelaar. 


VANCOUVER 

•  Pride  Week  1986.  Presented  by  Gays 
and  Lesbians  at  the  University  of  British  Col- 
umbia. February  11-15.  Speakers  include  Gary 
Kinsman  of  Rites  magazine  and  the  Canadian 
Lesbian/Gay  History  Network,  speaking  on 
gay/ lesbian  history  February  14,  and  Professor 
W  Black  of  the  Human  Rights  Institute  at  the 
University  of  Ottawa  and  the  Faculty  of  Law, 
UBC.  Also  on  the  week's  programme  is  a  con- 
cert by  Heather  Bishop  and  Tracey  Reilly, 
February  13  in  the  Student  Union  Building 
Ballroom,  and  a  performance  of  Oscar  Re- 
membered by  Stephen  B  Archibald.  There 
will  be  a  beer  garden,  noon-hour  films  and  in- 
formation tables  in  the  Student  Union  Building 
concourse.  Wednesday  February  12  is  Blue 
Jeans  Day.  Pride  Week  finishes  off  with 
From  Pride  to  Power  (see  below.) 

•  From  Pride  to  Power.  The  third 
annual  British  Columbia  Gay  and  Lesbian  Con- 
ference. February  14, 15  and  16  on  the  campus 


of  the  Univeristy  of  British  Columbia.  Co- 
sponsored  by  the  Vancouver  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Community  Centre  and  Gays  and  Lesbians  at 
the  University  of  British  Columbia.  The  con- 
ference will  have  four  major  themes:  Censor- 
ship and  Pornography,  The  Canadian 
Charter  of  Rights  and  Freedoms,  AIDS 
and  Students.  These  four  subjects  were 
chosen  to  reflect  as  many  aspects  of  the  com- 
munity as  possible.  Conference  participants 
can  explore  one  area  in  depth,  or  attend 
workshops  in  a  variety  of  areas.  Workshops 
will  be  held  Saturday  and  Sunday.  There  will  be 
a  banquet  Saturday  February  15  with  entertain- 
ment by  the  Vancouver  Men's  Chorus.  The 
banquet  will  be  followed  by  GLUBC's  tradi- 
tional Valentine's  Day  dance  in  the  Grad  Cen- 
tre Ballroom.  Tickets  for  the  dance  only  are 
$5.  Child  care  will  be  provided,  and  the  con- 
ference will  be  signed  for  the  hearing  impaired. 
Registration:  complete  conference,  including 
dance  and  banquet  is  $35  ($30  for  students  and 
the  unemployed);  conference  only  $15/ $10;  at 
the  door  (conference  only)  $20.  Make  cheques 
payable  to  VGLCC  Conference,  and  mail  to 
VGLCC  Conference,  Box  2259,  Main  Post  Of- 
fice, Vancouver,  BC,  V6B  3W2. 

•  Gay  and  Lesbian  Literature. 

Don  Larventz,  contributor  to  The  Body 
Politic  and  Angles,  will  give  a  course  on  gay 
and  lesbian  literature  on  six  successive  Sun- 
days, beginning  February  9  at  2pm.  Topics  in- 
clude: the  social  context  of  gay  lit,  novels,  po- 
etry, plays,  journalism  and  criticism.  The  cost 
in  $20  for  the  six-week  package.  West  End 
Community  Centre,  870  Denman. 

Reported  from  Vancouver  by  TBP 

correspondents  Darren  Lowe  and  Ken 

Anderlini. 

For  the  latest  information  on  what's 

happening  in  Vancouver,  pick  up  the 

city's  leading  gay  paper,  Angles.  For 

outlets,  call  (604)  684-6869. 

Got  something  coming?  Get  it 
into  Coming!  Send  information 
and  photos  to:  Coming, The  Body 
Politic,  Box  7289,  Stn  A.Toronto, 
ON  M5W I X9.  Deadline  for 
February  events:  Tuesday, 
January  7, 5pm. 


NEW  YORK 

•  Developing  Programs  for  Les- 
bian and  Gay  Youth.  A  conference 
sponsored  by  the  Institute  for  the  Protection 
of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth,  Inc,  sponsors  of  the 
Harvey  Milk  School.  March  14-15  at  the 
Hunter  College  School  of  Social  Work.  Key- 
note speakers  include  Virginia  Apuzzo.  The 
conference  will  focus  on  the  problems  and  is- 
sues of  developing  suitable  services  for  lesbian 
and  gay  adolescents.  Workshop  topics  include 
counselling,  AIDS  ,  religious  conflict,  suicide 
and  family  problems.  For  information  on  regis- 
tration, call  Joyce  Hunter  at  IPLGY,  (213) 
473-1113  or  write  to  the  Institute  at  112  East 
23rd  Street,  Fourth  Floor,  New  York,  NY 
I00I0.USA. 


TOKYO 

•  Asian  Gay  Conference.  The  first 
International  Asian  Gay  Conference  is  schedul- 
ed to  take  place  in  Tokyo,  Japan  April  30  to 
May  3, 1986.  The  programme  includes  an  exhi- 
bition on  homosexuality,  films,  art  and  photo- 
graphy exhibits,  video  programmes,  work- 
shops and  performances.  For  more  informa- 
tion on  registration  etc,  write  Teishiro  Min- 
mai,  Toride  Publishing  Company  Ltd,  201 
Hohyu  Building,  2-11-9  Yotsuya,  Shinjuku-Ku, 
Tokyo  160,  Japan  or  call  (03)359-5856. 


MINNEAPOLIS 

•  Quatrefoil  Library.  A  non-profit, 
education  corporation  for  the  research  and 
recreational  needs  of  the  lesbian  and  gay  com- 
munity in  the  US  Midwest  is  now  open  at  1021 
West  Broadway,  Minneapolis.  At  present,  the 
library  consists  of  1300  volumes,  some  dating 
back  to  the  1920s,  archival  material  and  news- 
paper and  periodical  clippings.  Volunteers  and 
donations  are  needed  to  expand  the  project's 
usefulness.  Call  (612)  522-7185,  or  write  to  the 
Quatrefoil  Library  at  the  address  above  if  you 
would  like  to  contribute. 


LOS  ANGELES 

•  Naked  Eyes:  A  Festival  of  Gay 
Men's  Visual  Arts.  Presented  by  the  In- 
ternational Gay  and  Lesbian  Archives,  Febru- 
ary 14-16. 1654  North  Hudson  Avenue,  Holly- 
wood. The  organizers  say  it's  the  largest,  most 
comprehensive  show  of  gay  men's  visual  arts 
ever  assembled.  Those  confirmed  to  exhibit 
their  work  include:  Tom  of  Finland, 
Etienne,  Roy  Hunt,  Roy  Dean,  Harry 
Long  (Aries),  Alfonso  Sabelli,  Ed  Wolec- 
zyk,  Sean  Johnson  and  Zach.  Also  in  atten- 
dance will  be  a  bevy  of  top  male  models.  The 
festival  will  wind  up  with  an  awards  presenta- 
tion on  Sunday  February  16.  The  winners  of 
the  Bob  Mizer  Awards  for  Excellence  in  Physi- 
que Art  and  Photography  will  go  to  Tom  of 
Finland  (art)  and  Jim  French  (photography). 
Also  to  be  awarded  are  the  Al  Parker  Award 
for  Outstanding  Contributions  by  a  Male  Mod- 
el and  a  special  award  to  John  Embry,  a  com- 
munity activist  in  Los  Angeles  and  publisher  of 
Alternative  Publications  in  San  Francisco. 
Proceeds  from  the  festival  will  go  to  the  Ar- 
chives' art  department  and  towards  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  permanent  gallery  for  gay  art 
The  Archives  AIDS  History  Project  will  also 
benefit  Tickets  are  $15  for  the  show  alone, 
$25  for  the  show  and  awards  presentation.  For 
reservations,  or  to  volunteer  to  work  at  the 
festival,  call  (213)  463-5450  or  write  to  the  Ar- 
chives at  the  address  above. 
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You  €&n  miss  with 
a  Silver  Bullet 

The  Silver  Bullet  has  arrived.  Perhaps  you've  noticed  the 
latest  entry  into  Canada's  brewery  wars.  Coors  and  Coors 
Light  beers  are  now  being  brewed  and  marketed  in  Canada 
by  Molson's.  On  the  surface,  it  seems  not  to  matter  much 
—  just  another  brewery  taking  an  American  name  and 
placing  it  on  a  generic  Canadian  beer.  But,  as  with  many 
products,  look  deeper  and  the  name  comes  complete  with  a 
sordid  history. 

The  Coors  company  of  Boulder,  Colorado  has  been  under  boycott 
since  1967  by  unions  (AFL-CIO),  ethnic  groups  and  gay  organizations. 
Allegedly,  the  company  used  lie  detector  tests,  body  and  car  searches  and 
other  intimidation  tactics  to  investigate  the  personal  lives  (including  the 
sexual  orientation)  of  its  workers,  fired  any  employee  who  made 
"disparaging  remarks"  about  the  company,  and  brought  in  scab  labour 
to  force  out  the  brewery  union. 

The  Coors  family  has  been  quite  active  as  well.  Their  financial  contribu- 
tions to  right-wing  organizations  such  as  The  Moral  Majority,  the 
Heritage  Foundation  (a  conservative  "think  tank"),  and  the  Committee 
for  a  Free  Congress  are  well-known.  In  response  to  these  actions,  a  nation- 
al boycott  organization  was  formed  in  the  United  States  and  it  has  been 
quite  successful. 

The  company  appears  to  have  tried  to  buy  off  many  of  its  critics.  It  has 
offered  substantial  donations  to  groups  such  as  the  National  Association 
for  the  Advancement  of  Colored  People,  the  US  Farm  Workers  Union, 
the  Gay  Tavern  Guild  and  the  AIDS  Fund  of  San  Francisco.  Some  groups 
have  accepted  contributions,  but  many  have  refused  as  long  as  the  com- 
pany's owners  continue  to  support  right-wing  groups. 

So  what  does  this  have  to  do  with  us  in  Canada?  The  beer  is  brewed 
here,  by  union  workers  in  Molson's  plants,  and  the  majority  of  profits 
from  sales  of  Coors  remain  in  the  country  with  Molson's.  But  Molson's 
does  pay  licensing  fees  to  the  Coors  brewery  in  the  US,  and  the  more  suc- 
cessful the  beer  is  here,  the  greater  the  flow  of  cash  to  Coors.  The  Coors 
company  also  benefits  from  the  "good  will"  and  popularity  of  the  beer  in 
Canada. 

If  we  do  not  oppose  the  marketing  of  Coors  beer  in  Canada,  the  US 
boycott  is  being  undermined.  By  helping  sustain  Coors,  we  indirectly  sus- 
tain a  fund  of  right-wing  politics  that  has  been  exported  to  other  countries 
—  Australia,  New  Zealand  and  over  the  airwaves  into  Canada. 

Coors  beer  is  only  one  of  many  products  whose  company  backgrounds 
ought  to  be  taken  into  consideration  by  consumers.  Carlsberg  and  Black 
Label  beer,  Rothman's  cigarettes,  Bata  shoes  and  The  Bank  of  Montreal, 
to  name  a  few,  all  have  corporate  investment  policies  that  deserve 
scrutiny. 

The  next  time  you  buy,  think  about  the  message  you're  sending. 

Brian  Flint  for  the  Collective  • 


Introducing  a  New  Menu  for  the  New  Year 


/// 


,rt 


'A  clever  and 
imaginative  eatery' 

—  Globe  and  Mail  —Toronto  Star  —Toronto  Sun 
Celebrating  our  5th  year,  join  us  for 

Lunch  12-3;  Dinner  (Mon-TrTurs)  5:30-10, 
(Fri,Sat)  5:30-1 1 :  Sunday  Brunch  12-3 

For  Reservations  call  Jennie's  Restaurant  861-1461 
360  Queen  St  East,  Toronto 


Complete  Renovating 

&  Custom  Restoration 

Interior  &  Exterior 


Plans 


Consulting 

Appraisals  for 
buying  or  selling 

All  phases  of 
contracting 


Well  recommended  with 
many  projects  completed 

Residential  •  Commercial  •  Industrial 

John  B.  Scythes  Enterprises 

532-1504 
John  or  Bob 
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Introducing 

West  Toronto's 

Best  Gay  Travel  Agent 

Norm  Williams,  C.T.C. 

7621165 
Trinity  Travel  Limited 


2269A  Bloor  Street  West 
Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada 

M6S1P2 
Corner  Bloor  and  Durie 


•  LIFE 

•  AUTO 

•  HOME 


INSURANCE 


RANDY  L.  FERGUSON 


"SERVING  THE  COMMUNITY" 


FINECUSTOM  UPHOLSTERY 


Furniture  Fact  N°  20:  Antique  Furniture  with  horsehair  stuffing  is  valuable  and 
well  worth  recovering  as  horsehair  is  unavailable  anymore.  People  ride  cars 
these  days,  not  horses.  Ever  tried  to  find  a  good  stallion? 


«  FREE  ESTIMATES  »  10%  GAY  DISCOUNT  * 
MEMBER:  TORONTO  LAMBDA  BUSINESS  COUNCIL  • 


HOT  OFF  THE  PRESS 

Through  some  46  photos  taken  in  the 
Mediterranean  region,  Italian  photog- 
rapher Tony  Patrioli  has  used  his  camera 
to  explore  the  homo-erotic  territory  in 
which,  since  the  beginning  of  time, 
adolescent  boys  have  discovered  sex. 

MEDITERRANEO 

by  Tony  Patrioli 

$12.50  in  bookstores,  or  use 
this  coupon  to  order  by  mail. 

Here  is  $13.00  (includes  postage  and  handling)  for  one  copy  of  Mediterraneo. 

name address 


city 


.state 


.zip 


Alyson  Publications,  Dept.  P-59,  40  Plympton  St.,  Boston,  MA  02118 


IN  THIS 

ISSUE 


Number  123 
February  1986 


2(j  No  apologies 


13 


30 
31 


47 


For  too  long,  the  women  who  work  in  the  sex  trade  have 
been  seen  as  inarticulate  victims,  incapable  of  making 
their  own  choices.  Chris  Bearchell  talks  to  Gwendolyn 
andMaxine,  two  women  who  work  as  strippers,  about 
the  business  and  their  lives. 

Not  so  charming  Customs 

It's  becoming  a  familiar  story  —  Canada  Customs  seizes 
a  shipment  of  books  headed  for  a  gay  bookstore.  Ken 
Anderlini  writes  from  Vancouver  about  the  latest  chapter 
in  the  battle  between  Little  Sister's  and  the  law. 

for  Mr  Mapplethorpe 

Lesbian  porn  by  Toronto's  Flying  Femmes. 

That's  what  friends  are  for 

As  Is,  William  Hoffman 's  play  about  two  ex-lovers,  still 
in  love,  and  their  relationship  after  one  of  them  develops 
AIDS,  was  a  great  success  on  Broadway.  Richard 
Summerbell  reviews  the  Toronto  production  and  ponders 
the  effect  of  AIDS  on  our  image  in  the  media. 

Face  to  Face  with  anger 

Michael  Totzke  thought  he  was  cruising  Huck  Finn,  until 
the  storybook  encounter  turned  ugly. 

Regular  departments 

Editorial:  the  politics  of  consuming 

Letters:  our  readers  write. . . 

The  World:  the  battle  heats  up  in  New  Zealand 

Network:  new  on  the  scene 

The  Classifieds:  lots  of  ads  and  hotpix  too 

Shared  Ground:  returns  next  month 

The  Third  Text:  will  be  back  next  month 

The  cover:  Gwendolyn 's  clown  Stinky,  photo  by  Connie  Reich.  Brian 
Torpe  (I)  and  John  Moffat  in  As  Is,  photo  by  Nir  Bareket.  Design  by  Robyn 
Budd  and  Date  Bolivar. 


An  apology  to  subscribers 

Most  subscribers  will  have  received  their 
January  issue  only  a  few  days  before  receiving 
this  issue,  February  1986. 

The  magazine  went  to  press  sufficiently  late 
in  December  that  it  arrived  at  our  mailing  house 
the  day  before  it  closed  for  the  holidays. 

Anyone  wishing  a  one-issue  extension  of  his 
or  her  subscription  should  call  Gerald  Hannon 
collect  at  416-364-6320. 

Press  dates  for  the  coming  year  have  been 
revised  to  prevent  the  same  problem  in 
December  of  1986. 

Our  sincere  apologies  to  all  our  subscribers. 
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EIGHT  f)AYS  A^fi£ 


Can  Johnnie  Ray  Rousseau,  a 
22-year-old  black  gay  aspiring 
nightclub  singer,  find  happiness  with 
Keith  Keller,  a  six-foot-two  blond 
bisexual  jock  who  works  in  a  bank? 
Will  Johnnie  Ray's  manager  ever  get 
him  on  the  Merv  Griffin  show?  Who 
was  the  lead  singer  of  the  Shangri- 
las?  And  what  about  Snookie? 

Somewhere  among  the  answers  to 
these  and  other  silly  questions  is  the 
story  of  a  couple  as  different  as  — 
well,  as  black  and  white.  And  it's  as 
funny,  and  sexy,  and  memorable,  as 
any  love  story  you'll  ever  read.  k 


EIGHT  DAYS  A  WEEK 

$6.95  in  bookstores,  or  use  this  coupon  to  order  by  mail. 


Enclosed  is  $7.50  (includes  postage  and  handling)  for  one  copy  of 
Eight  Days  a  Week. 


name 


address . 


city. 


.state. 


.zip. 


Alyson  Publications 

Dept.  P-59,  40  Plympton  St.,  Boston,  MA  02118 


TBP/FEB/86 


HELP  END 

HUNGER 

IN  TORONTO 


FoodShare 

TORONTO 

861-0311 


yi  (Jlbeeiai  3irwiiaiwn 


FINE  DINING 

Specialising  in  Souffles 


Lunch  M-F  1130-230 
Dinner  MS  530-1100 
Closed  Sunday 

254  Adelaide  W. 

977-1079 

Fully  Licensed 


JoJe  cordially  invite  you 

to  join  us  for  dinner  al  7jernard,s 

specializing  in  sou  fries  and a  full 

continental  style  menu. 

Open  daily  for  iDuncn 

11:30  -  2:30     Wonday  to    'Jricfay 

and  Dinner  JlLondau  to  Saturday 

5:00  -  11:00 

[Reservations  977-1079 

7ull  Gaterina  auaifaofe 

Reserve  now yxtr  those  special 

occasions. 


Two  blocks  west  of  University  (between  John  &  Duncan) 

With  this  invitation,  a  complimentary  dessert  souffle 
with  your  dinner. 
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Theatre  is  not 
meant  for  political 
propaganda 

I  appreciated  your  generous  comments  on 
Claposis  and  If  Betty  Should  Rise,  the  two  shows  I 
directed  at  the  festival.  As  both  scripts  are  close  to 
my  heart,  it  was  tremendously  gratifying  to  receive 
such  positive  responses  from  audiences  and  press. 

This  makes  it  very  difficult  for  me  to  take  issue 
with  your  approach  to  the  festival,  but  take  issue  I 
must.  1  refer  specifically  to  Paul  Baker's  analysis 
(January  1986)  of  an  interview  conducted  by 
Dayne  Ogilvie  with  us  "misguided  directors"  for 
Xtral (Issue  41).  In  short,  Baker  has  publicly  and 
personally  attacked  three  people  he  doesn't 
know,  basing  his  remarks  in  an  out-of-context 
quote  from  an  interview  he  did  not  attend. 

Had  he  attended,  he  would  have  met  three 
directors  struggling  to  impress  upon  an  uncom- 
prehending Ogilvie  the  importance  of  rooting  a 
play  in  reality  and  stressing  its  humanity.  It  was 
not  us  but  Ogilvie  who  constantly  threw  the  word 
political  around  in  "such  an  ^discriminating 
way,"  giving  us  his  opinion  on,  among  other 
things,  the  sorry  state  of  Canadian  radical  poli- 
tics and  the  presumed  importance  of  "political" 
theatre.  In  answer  to  his  direct  question  as  to 
whether  these  plays  are  political  (in  his  sense  of 
the  word,  of  course)  we  replied  that  they  are  not 
because  the  characters  have  no  apparent  interest 
in  radical  politics. 

Ogilvie  chose  to  highlight  this  in  his  piece,  and 
now  Baker  has  self-righteously  concluded  that  we 
were  making  "naive  declarations,"  we  have  no 
"self-awareness"  (an  amazing  remark  to  make 
about  people  he  doesn't  know),  we  "throw  the 
word  political  around"  indiscriminately,  and  we 
talk  in  "empty  cliches.' '  What  makes  all  of  this  so 
infuriating  is  that  Ogilvie,  throughout  the  inter- 
view, forgot  our  names  at  least  four  times.  I  sup- 
pose it  must  be  difficult  to  remember  petty  trifles 
like  a  person's  name  when  one's  mind  is  forever 
spinning  ones'  own  ideology. 

It  is  important  that  fSPunderstand  that  just  as 
you  are  obsessed  with  the  politics  of  being  gay,  we 
are  obsessed  with  theatre.  We  have  deeply  felt 
ideas  on  what  it  is,  could  be,  and  should  do.  I 
think  that  theatre,  if  executed  with  honesty  and  if 
dealing  with  real  people  in  real  situations,  can 
trigger  the  imagination  and  liberate  the  spirit  by 
making  us  laugh,  cry,  and  think.  Such  theatre 
should  have,  by  its  own  sense  of  honesty  and 
reality,  all  the  correct  political  reverberations. 
But  to  circumvent  the  "people"  part  in  favour  of 
pure  propaganda  (as  you  seem  to  think  we  should 
do)  is  a  simplistic,  self-serving  misuse  of  an  art 
form.  I  personally  regard  politics  as  a  pointless, 
endless,  vulgar  struggle  between  one  group  of 
people  who  have  a  neurotic  need  to  impose  their 
values  on  another  group  ofpeople  who  have  a 
neurotic  need  to  vociferously  resist  them. 
Theatre  attempts  to  raise  humanity  above  this 
tediousness,  and  although  certainly  open  to  all 
forms  of  thought  and  politics,  it  should  not  be  so 
debased  as  to  become  a  forum  for  politics  alone. 

As  a  freelancer  I  have  no  idea  when  my  work 
will  once  again  intersect  with  the  gay  community 
(although  gay  myself,  I  work  for  theatre,  and  not 
necessarily  or  exclusively  gay  theatre)  but  when  it 
does  1  will  seriously  consider  a  ban  on  TBP  staff. 
I'd  feel  justified  in  doing  this  because  in  your  ob- 
session with  political  theatre  and  in  your  preten- 
tious, judgmental  nature  towards  people  with 
whose  opinions  you  differ,  you  are  not  serving 
the  gay  community,  but  only  yourselves.  Your 


official  policy  of  censoring  the  words  you  don't 
like  in  your  classifieds  is  another  example  of  this 
attitude. 

Aside  from  your  general  incompetence  at 
theatre  criticism  (several  TBP  reviews  neglect  to 
mention  the  playwright,  you  never  mention 
design  or  production  values,  and  I'd  love  to  hear 
Rodgerson  explain  how  she  could  describe 
Claposis  in  one  review  as  "a  slice  of  life"  and  a 
"cartoon"  in  another)  I  am  always  wary  of  those 
who  become  so  self-righteously  involved  in 
politics  that  they  put  propaganda  ahead  of  peo- 
ple. For  theatre  must  ultimately  be  about  people. 
It  is  one  of  humanity's  few  ways  of  celebrating  it- 
self. Surely  people  are  more  important  than  any 
form  of  propaganda,  no  matter  how  well- 
intentioned.  To  suggest  otherwise,  as  TBP  often 
does,  is,  I  believe,  dangerously  inhumane. 

Now  I'm  sure  all  of  this  has  completely  tar- 
nished me  in  your  collective  eye,  but  if  anything 
I've  written  today  manages  to  penetrate  your 
thick  political  epidermis  and  makes  you  peer  a  bit 
beyond  your  collective  nose,  it  will  have  been 
worthwhile.  It's  time  TBP  learned  to  practice  the 
tolerance  it  so  robusdy  promotes. 

Happy  New  Year. 

Robert  Scott 
Toronto 

Fighting  AIDS, 
not  each  other 

Last  month  Ken  Popert  appended  a  cautiously- 
worded  statement  to  a  letter  I  sent  in  complaining 
about  not  getting  my  column  published.  (I  had 
interviewed  a  man  with  ARC  who  is  still  sexually 
active  and  who  doesn't  use  condoms  while  fuck- 
ing some  of  his  unsuspecting  sex  partners.)  There 
are  a  few  inconsistencies  which  attempt  to  por- 
tray me  as  a  "panderer"  of  "paranoia." 

He  claims  he  didn't  refuse  to  publish  it,  but 
when  I  asked  him  to  send  me  back  a  photocopy  of 
my  column  with  comments  about  what  he  found 
so  objectionable,  I  never  got  one. 

He  uses  my  description  of  the  man  (poverty,  in- 
sufficient food,  medication,  depression,  stress, 
loneliness,  fear  of  death,  etc),  but  then  claims  that 
the  story  "reveals  no  interest"  in  the  question  of 
the  psychological  and  social  impact  of  AIDS. 

He  uses  a  quote  from  my  article  to  undermine 
my  argument.  I  had  already  stated  that  there 
were  parts  of  the  article  that  should  have  been 
omitted,  but  how  to  go  about  this  when  the  editor 
doesn't  tell  you  how  an  article  can  be  improved? 
Shouldn't  the  role  of  an  editor  be  to  impart  his 
wisdom  to  younger,  less  experienced  writers,  in- 
stead of  cutting  something  he  doesn't  like?  Why 
not  let  the  reader  decide? 

Finally,  he  wonders  why  I  chose  to  submit  my 
story  to  TBP,  "a  Toronto-based  English- 
language  magazine  with  only  a  small  readership 
in  predominantly  French-speaking  Montreal  gay 
community?"  Frankly,  I'm  starting  to  wonder, 
too.  I  had  been  asked  to  submit  a  column  from 
here  on  a  semi-regular  basis:  does  this  now  mean 
that  opinions  and  concerns  of  non-Toronto  gay 
communities  will  have  to  face  the  scrutiny  of  the 
Torontocentric  news  collective  of  TBPl 

And  you  wonder  why  there's  such  a  small 
readership  of  TBP\n  Montreal? 

Bickering  aside,  let's  not  forget  that  the  most 
important  thing  that  remains  to  be  discussed  is 
that  there  are  men  with  AIDS  and  ARC  who  are 
still  sexually  active:  how  do  we  deal  with  that? 
Douglas  Janqff 
Montreal 


Ken  Popert  replies: 

I  can't  disagree  with  Doug's  assessment  of  an  edi- 
tor's duties.  But  I  remind  him  he  had  given  me  to 
understand  that  I  was  dealing  with  a  Montreal 
correspondent  who  was  leaving  Montreal  indef- 
initely in  a  few  days.  This  knowledge  may  have 
reduced  my  enthusiasm  for  imparting  wisdom. 

AIDS  shows  us  at  least  two  faces:  AIDS  the  dis- 
ease and  AIDS  the  political  weapon.  The  most  im- 
portant question  for  us  about  the  disease  is  this: 
how  can  we  inhibit  its  spread  among  gay  men? 

Singling  out  the  sex  lives  of  men  with  AIDS  (or 
PLS)  for  special  regulation  is  not  the  answer.  Af- 
ter all,  it  is  unlikely  that  many  men  who  have  been 
diagnosed  with  AIDS  are  still  having  sex.  Both 
conscience  and  loss  of  desire  intercede.  Further, 
we  don't  really  know  who  has  AIDS;  we  know  on- 
ly about  diagnosed  cases.  Any  one  of  us  could  be 
one  of  those  men  with  AIDS  who  are  still  sexually 
active.  Finally,  it  is  probable  that  we  can  also  car- 
ry the  AIDS  virus  and  transmit  it  without  coming 
down  with  AIDS. 

So,  why  zero  in  on  men  who  know  they  have 
AIDS?  All  of  us  —  from  the  less  than  one  percent 
who  have  been  told  they  have  AIDS  to  the  appar- 
entiy  healthy  majority  —  are  in  this  together. 
There  is  only  one  practical  way  to  slow  the  spread 
of  AIDS  among  us.  That  is  to  avoid  the  specific 
sexual  acts  most  likely  to  carry  the  AIDS  virus 
from  one  person  to  another.  The  most  important 
of  these  acts  is  ass-fucking  without  a  condom. 

AIDS  is  not  caused  by  sex  and  is  not  spread  by 
a  distinct  group  of  people.  It  is  caused  by  a  virus 
and  is  spread  by  particular  sexual  acts  which  can 
be  modified  or  avoided  without  destroying  our 
sex  lives. 


CARBON  COPY 


The  Right  Honourable  Brian  Mulroney 
Prime  Minister 

We  would  like  to  bring  your  attention  to  state- 
ments made  by  Kitchener  MP  John  Reimer. 

Mr  Reimer  is  quoted  as  saying  that  homosexu- 
ality is  "both  immoral  and  unnatural,"  and  that 
it  is  "a  threat  to  the  family  and  the  home,  which  I 
see  as  the  real  foundation  for  society.  Therefore, 
why  would  we  ever  include  that  in  a  Charter  of 
Rights?"  (Kitchener-  Waterloo  Record,  October 
31, 1985.) 

Mr  Reimer  also  stated  that  discrimination  is 
not  always  a  bad  thing,  and  that  the  ability  to  dis- 
criminate may  mean  understanding  the  spiritual 
dimension  of  life  and  acting  accordingly.  (K-W 
Record,  October  31, 1985.) 

He  later  said  that  a  number  of  constituents 
called  to  congratulate  him  on  his  "courageous" 
stand.  {K-W Record,  November  27,  1985.) 

Mr  Reimer  was  reacting  to  the  recommenda- 
tions of  an  all-party  parliamentary  committee 
which  urged,  among  other  things,  that  sexual  ori- 
entation be  included  in  the  Charter  of  Rights  and 
Freedoms  as  a  prohibited  ground  of 
discrimination. 

Do  Mr  Reimer's  views  and  opinions  represent 
party  policy?  If  so,  please  elaborate.  If  not, 
please  state  your  party's  policy  concerning  the 
commitee's  recommendation. 

If  your  party's  policy  favours  the  recommen- 
dations, allow  us  to  extend  our  congratulations. 

If  not,  then  in  your  opinion,  is  it  fair  that  we 
pay  all  of  our  taxes  knowing  that  we  are  not  en- 
tided  to  the  same  services  and  job  opportunities 
as  other  Canadians? 

Do  you  not  feel  that  Mr  Reimer  is  an  obstacle 
to  be  overcome  in  your  endeavour  to  create  "a 


more  tolerant  and  just  society  in  Canada,' '  {K-  W 
Record,  October  29, 1985)  unless  such  a  society 
is  just  for  heterosexuals? 

If  that  is  the  case,  then  in  fact  there  exists  in 
Canada  a  form  of  apartheid. 

It  is  one  thing  for  Mr  Reimer  to  criticize  the 
recommendations  of  a  committee.  It  is  quite 
another  for  him  to  attack  a  minority  and  then  to 
cash  in  on  petty  bigotry  and  prejudice  against 
that  minority. 

Given  that  you  are  "fundamentally  opposed 
to  all  discrimination  in  whatever  form  it  may 
take,"  (K-W Record,  October  27, 1985)  do  you 
not  see  Mr  Reimer  as  an  embarrassment  and  a  li- 
ability to  your  party  and  its  policies? 

Please  do  not  forward  this  letter  to  the  "appro- 
priate" ministry  or  department,  as  we  are  interes- 
ted in  your  views  on  the  questions  we  have  asked. 
Joe  Szalai  and  Greg  Meadows 
Kitchener-Waterloo  Gay  Media  Collective 


Harry  Labatte,  President 
Toronto  Central  YMCA 
Recendy,  several  articles  have  been  published 
which  voiced  homosexual's  concern  over  your 
family  membership  policy  to  heterosexual  cou- 
ples, either  in  matrimony  or  "five-years"  cohabi- 
tation. The  membership  policy,  however,  does  not 
recognize  gay /lesbian  couples  as  a  legitimate  entity 
with  equal  access  to  the  same  privilege. 

Determining  the  definition,  the  position  and 
the  function  of  membership  for  the  YMCA  is  an 
arduous  task:  it  reflects  socio-religious  ideas 
which  were  embedded  in  its  philosophy  since  its 
inception  in  America  in  the  first  quarter  of  the 
nineteenth  century.  Nevertheless,  the  YMCA's 
ideologies  have  evolved  continuously  equidistant 
to  the  ever  changing  societal  needs.  The  imple- 
mentation of  the  revised  policy,  however,  does  not 
exhibit  the  emerging  needs  of  the  homosexual 
community.  Consequently,  the  YMCA  has 
changed  its  membership  practices  without  con- 
sidering the  economic  and  social  effects  this 
would  have  on  its  membership  in  the  long  run. 
Furthermore,  the  application  of  the  Ontario  Hu- 
man Rights  Code  in  the  standardization  of  the 
policy  is  a  divergence  from  the  actual  arguments. 
The  Code  was  instituted  to  avert  the  potential  of 
discrimination  and  is  utilized  as  a  legal  vehicle  to 
set  minimum  standards.  Therefore,  even  though 
the  Code  does  not  explicitly  recognize  sexual  or- 
ientation, the  YMCA  should  not  use  the  Code  to 
avoid  amending  the  membership  policy. 

May  we  suggest  that  the  "family"  membership 
be  replaced  by  the  generic,  less  discriminatory 
household  membership.  A  household  could  be  de- 
fined as  two  or  more  individuals  with  a  common 
address  for  three  year  duration.  This  clause  would 
include  single  parents,  non-family  units  and  cou- 
ples (hetero/homosexual).  Or,  eliminate  altogeth- 
er the  family  clause  and  practice  individual 
memberships  as  does  Montreal  and  Vancouver. 
We  prefer  the  former  suggestion  however. 

Bill  Vine 

Association  of  Gay  Social  Workers 

The  Body  Politic  welcomes  your  letters. 
Send  them  to  us  at:  Letters,  IB/',  Box 
7289,  Stn  A,  Toronto  ON  M5W  1X9. 
Letters  selected  for  publication  may  be 
edited  for  length. 
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ou  re  curious. 

Not  just  about  what's  happening 
around  the  corner  —  although 
we'll  let  you  in  on  that. 

You're  curious  about  the  temperature 
of  gay  life  in  the  city  two  hours  away. 
The  country  next  door.  The  continent 
half  a  globe  from  home. 

Why!  You're  a  traveller.  Knowing 
what's  up  in  Montreal  or  Toronto  or 
Vancouver  or  San  Francisco  can 
frequently  be  more  than  a  matter  of  idle 
curiosity. 

And  you're  worldly.  With  the 
passionate  conviction  that  none  of  us  is 


an  island.  That  what  rocks  some  distant 
land  today  might  have  an  impact  far 
closer  to  home  tomorrow. 

The  Body  Politic  has  the  same 
conviction. 

A  subscription  is  the  best  way  to  share 
it  with  us. 

You'll  get  every  single  issue. 

And  you'll  save  money  —  it's  like 
putting  $5.00  back  in  your  pocket  if  you 
subscribe  for  one  year.  Or  a  hefty  $20.00 
if  you  subscribe  for  two. 

It's  a  gay  world. 

Come  on  in. 

Subscribe  today. 


Order  by  phone 

Toll-free  call 

1-800-268-1 121 

In  British  Columbia 

call:  1 12-800-268-1 121 

Bilingual  operators  on 

duty  24  hours  a  day. 

Visa  or  Mastercard 

accepted. 


Give  me  the  world. 

Here's  my  subscription  to  The  Body  Politic.  One  year,  $24.95.  Two  years  just  $40.00. 
Payment  enclosed  Billme  One  year  twoyears 
Mr        Ms 


Address 


City 


Prov 


Code 


I  do  NOT  wish  to  receive  selected  mailings  from  organiutions  interested  in  reaching  gay  people. 
US  and  overseas  subscribers,  please  pay  in  U.S.  funds  Mail  (o  TBP  Subscription!.  PO  Bo«  '21?.  Stn  A.  Toronto 
ON  Canada  MSW  IX?  028PA026 
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Canada  Customs  runs  amok,  seizing  gay  and  lesbian 
books  on  their  way  to  gay  bookstores,  but  the  minister 
claims  it's  not  discrimination  against  gays 


Not  so  charming  Customs 


VANCOUVER  -  Canada  Customs  has  added  19 
more  tides  to  its  already  lengthy  list  of  prohibited 
importations.  On  December  9,  Customs  seized 
121  books,  representing  16  tides,  from  a  ship- 
ment headed  for  Little  Sister's  Book  and  Art  Em- 
porium here.  An  additional  three  tides  were  seiz- 
ed December  12. 

Bruce  Smyth  and  Jim  Deva,  owners  of  the 
bookstore,  said  the  books  were  prohibited  entry 
into  Canada  because  they  were  deemed  "ob- 
scene" by  Customs.  They  have  appealed  the  sei- 
zure of  December  9,  and  will  be  appealing  the 
December  12  seizure  as  well.  Canada  Customs 
must  now  review  the  books  before  handing  down 
a  second  decision.  After  this,  any  further  appeal 
must  be  made  to  the  Deputy  Minister  of  Customs 
and  Excise.  The  courts  are  the  only  avenue  of  ap- 
peal after  this,  and  Smyth  and  Deva  say  they  are 
willing  to  go  to  court  if  necessary.  John  Ince,  the 
lawyer  who  launched  the  appeal  that  struck  down 
parts  of  the  former  Customs  Tarrif  Act  and 
prompted  rapid  passage  of  the  current  act,  has 
offered  his  services  to  Smyth  and  Deva. 

Smyth  and  Deva  have  yet  to  lodge  a  second  ap- 
peal against  the  decision  of  Customs  that  the  les- 
bian sex  magazine  Bad  Attitudes  "obscene."  A 
shipment  of  an  issue  of  Bad Attitude  destined  for 
Little  Sister's  was  seized  last  May  29. 

The  books  seized  on  December  9,  most  of 
which  were  published  by  Gay  Sunshine  Press  in 
San  Francisco,  include  six  of  Boyd  McDonald's 
Straight  to  Hell  series  of  do-it-yourself  porn 
(Flesh,  Orgasms,  Sex,  Cum,  Juice  and  Wads); 
anthologies  of  First  Hand,  a  letters  magazine  no 
longer  available  in  Canada;  and  some  serious  er- 
otic fiction  such  as  The  Great  American  Porno 
Novel  by  Mike  Shearer.  Juice  has  previously 
been  banned  in  Canada.  Also  seized  in  the  ship- 
ment was  Urban  Aboriginals:  A  Celebration  of 
Leathersexuality  by  Geoff  Mains,  a  former  Van- 
couver resident.  The  book  is  an  insider's  examin- 
ation of  S/M  and  related  sex  play  which  Mains 
loosely  defines  as  "leathersex." 

On  December  12,  Customs  seized  the  lesbian 
sex  manual  Lesbian  Sex  by  Joann  Loulan,  Good 
Vibrations:  The  Complete  Guide  to  Vibrators 
by  Joani  Blank  and  Men  Loving  Men  by  Mitch 
Walker. 

Smyth  said  the  books  were  seized  and  deemed 
obscene  under  the  Customs  Tarrif  Act,  which 
Canada  Customs  has  supplemented  with  its  own 
internal  memorandum,  Interim  Memorandum 
D9-1-1.  The  memorandum  is  a  set  of  guidelines 
which  prohibits  entry  to  "portrayals  or  descrip- 
tions of  the  act  of  buggery  (sodomy),  including 
depictions  or  descriptions  involving  implements 
of  all  kinds." 

Heather  Perry  of  Revenue  Canada  and  Cus- 
toms Excise  in  Vancouver,  who  actually  reviewed 
the  seized  books,  said  she  was  unable  to  make 
any  comment  and  referred  questions  to  her  man- 
ager, JE  Cherwoniak,  who  refused  to  comment 
as  "anything  that  transpires  with  Canada  Cus- 
toms is  strictly  confidential." 


Hot  stuff:  Bookstore  owner  Bruce  Smyth  with  some  of  the  books  Customs  thinks  could  destroy  Canada 


Angles,  Vancouver's  community  newspaper 
for  lesbians  and  gay  men,  contacted  Winston 
Leyland,  who  works  with  Gay  Sunshine  Press  and 
is  co-editor  of  two  of  the  impounded  books  — 
Hot  Acts  and  Orgasms. 

"Isn't  this  situation  covered  by  your  Charter 
of  Rights  and  Freedoms?"  demanded  Leyland 
on  hearing  about  the  recent  seizure.  He  said, 
"  It' s  a  gay  civil  rights  issue,' '  and  suggested  Little 
Sister's  could  coordinate  its  activities  with  Glad 
Day  Books,  Toronto's  gay  bookstore. 

MP  Svend  Robinson  (NDP  —  Burnaby)  said 
he  has  raised  the  issue  of  the  memorandum  with 
the  minister  in  charge  and  has  received  a  reply 
back  saying  "  it  doesn '  t  discriminate  against  gays 
as  it  applies  equally  to  heterosexuals." 

"There  is  a  very  disturbing  recent  tendency  to- 
ward quite  draconian  forms  of  censorship  by 
Canada  Customs,"  said  Robinson.  "It's  a  very 
dangerous  thing  that's  happening — suppression 
of  freedom  of  speech  —  and  it's  directed  at  the 
gay  community."  Calling  the  Customs  censor- 
ship campaign  "offensive  and  ridiculous,"  he 
said  it  is  "bureaucracy  gone  wild"  and  is  "cau- 
tiously optimistic"  about  the  revision  of  the  Cus- 
toms Tariff  Act. 

With  $2500  worth  of  books  in  the  possession  of 
Canada  Customs,  Smyth  is  not  terribly  op- 
timistic about  the  future  ofLittle  Sister's  and  says 
it  is  no  secret  that  the  store  cannot  survive  very 
many  more  seizures  of  this  value.  He  is  consider- 
ing alternative  means  of  getting  the  shipments  to 


the  store,  including  having  shipments  mailed  to 
nearby  Blaine,  Washington  and  then  bringing  the 
books  across  the  border  himself.  This  would  be 
time-consuming  and  expensive,  but  material 
prohibited  entry  could  be  returned  instead  of 
gathering  dust  in  Canada  Customs,  while  the 
store  pays  the  bill  for  material  never  received. 

The  whole  experience  with  Customs,  says 
Deva,  has  impressed  upon  him  that  freedom  of 
speech  is  a  right  we  cannot  take  for  granted  in 
Canada.  At  one  time  he  supported  censorship  to 
stop  depictions  and  descriptions  of  violence 
against  women  and  children,  but  now  he  feels  we 
must  find  other  ways  of  dealing  with  this.  He 
points  to  the  seizure  of  Bad  Attitude,  Lesbian 
Sex  and  Good  Vibrations  as  examples  of  wom- 
en's freedom  of  speech  being  taken  away  by  a 
bureaucracy  doing  its  job. 

Although  they  have  been  attempting  since 
June  to  arrange  a  meeting  with  MP  Pat  Carney 
(PC — Vancouver  Centre)  to  discuss  the  seizures, 
Deva  and  Smyth  have  still  not  been  able  to  meet 
with  her.  They  have  been  told  she  is  very  busy 
with  her  cabinet  portfolio.  However,  Ray 
McAlister,  an  assistant  to  Carney,  says  he  is  try- 
ing to  arrange  with  representatives  of  the  Minis- 
try of  National  Revenue,  under  which  Canada 
Customs  falls. 

If  you  are  concerned  about  the  continuing  sei- 
zures of  lesbian  and  gay  material,  it  is  a  good  time 
to  meet  with  your  own  MP  or  write  to  Deputy 
Minister  of  Customs  and  Excise  Robert  Jiroux, 


Ottawa,  Kl  A  0L5.  The  present  act  is  in  effect  on- 
ly until  June  30,  by  which  date  it  must  be  revised. 

Ken  Anderlini  • 


The  following  books  have 
been  seized  by  Canada 

Customs  from  Shipments 
to   Little  Sister's   Book 

and  Art  Emporium  since  December  9:  Smut.  Ed- 
ited by  Boyd  McDonald.  Trash.  Edited  by  John 
Dagion.  Great  American  Porn  Novel.  By  Mike 
Shearer.  Unzipped.  By  John  Coriolan.  Smile  of 
Eros.  By  John  Coriolan.  Surfer  Sex.  By  Rusty 
Winter.  Corporal  in  Charge  of  Taking  Care  of 
Captain  O'Malley.  By  Jack  Fritscher.  Urban 
Aboriginals:  A  Celebration  of  Leathersexual- 
ity. By  Geoff  Mains.  Hot  Acts.  Edited  by 
Winston  Leyland.  Orgasms.  Edited  by  Winston 
Leyland.  Flesh.  Edited  by  Boyd  McDonald. 
Sex.  Edited  by  Boyd  McDonald.  Cum.  Edited 
by  Boyd  McDonald.  Juice.  Edited  by  Boyd 
McDonald.  Wads.  Edited  by  Boyd  McDonald. 
Leather  Blues.  By  Jack  Fritscher.  Lesbian  Sex. 
By  Joann  Loulan.  Good  Vibrations:  the  com- 
plete guide  to  vibrators.  By  Joani  Blank.  Men 
Loving  Men.  By  Mitch  Walker.  Joy  of  Gay  Sex. 
By  Charles  Silverstein  and  Edmund  White. 


THE  BODY  POLITIC  •  FEB  1986  •  13 


I     N 


Dinosaur  or  new  breed? 

Gay  unionist  says  time  is  right,  but  gays  aren  7 speaking  up 


VANCOUVER  —  David  Carrell  wonders  whether 
he  is  a  dinosaur  or  the  first  of  a  new  breed  of  gay 
trade  unionist.  At  the  recent  British  Columbia 
Federation  of  Labour  annual  convention,  Car- 
rel! was  a  lone  voice  for  gay  rights  at  a  time  when  a 
Gallup  poll  revealed  that  70  percent  of  the  popu- 
lation support  legislation  to  protect  gay  people 
from  discrimination  (TBP,  November  1985). 

Carrell  is  a  member  of  the  Federation's  human 
rights  committee  and  an  executive  member  of 
Canadian  Union  of  Postal  Workers  (CUPW).  He 
fears  the  absence  of  public  pressure  on  the  federal 
government  may  result  in  the  Progressive  Con- 
servatives "gutting  and  shelving"  the  recent 
unanimous  recommendations  of  the  parliamen- 
tary Equality  Rights  Sub-Committee.  (In  late 
October,  the  all-party  committee  called  i 
changes  in  the  Canadian  Human  Rights  Act  that 
would  prohibit  discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sex- 
ual orientation,  even  in  the  RCMP  and  the  Cana- 
dian Armed  Forces.) 

"What's  happening  in  this  country?"  Carrell 
asks.  "No  one  is  pressuring  them  to  accept  the 
recommendations.  If  they  get  no  response, 
they'll  gut  it  and  shelve  it.  You'd  think  there'd  be 
a  hive  of  activity  with  demos  and  calls  for  the  in- 
clusion from  every  quarter.  Where  is  the  NDP? 
The  trade  unionists?  The  civil  rights  groups? 
Why  aren't  they  raising  their  voices?" 

Carrell  answers  his  own  question.  "Perhaps 
other  unionists  think  the  issue  is  peripheral.  They 
feel  that,  because  of  the  depression  we're  in,  it's 
more  essential  to  hold  onto  the  trade  union 
movement." 

Carrell  is  also  critical  of  the  NDP.  Both  the 
trade  union  movement  and  the  NDP  are  showing 


"If  we  don't 
twist  their  arms, 
nothing  will 
happen" 

a  conservative  image,  he  thinks,  in  an  attempt  to 
garner  as  many  votes  as  possible  in  the  next  elec- 
tion. "Nobody  seemed  to  want  to  debate  gay  or 
native  issues  on  the  human  rights  committee.  No- 
body ever  talks  about  Native  Indians.  One  rea- 
son for  that  is  because  the  chair,  Joy  Langan,  is 
also  the  president  of  the  NDP....  They  prefer  to 
ignore  these  questions  because  they  are  too  con- 
troversial. As  far  as  the  NDP  is  concerned  they 
feel  they  may  lose  votes. 

"I  feel  alienated  about  the  convention  because 
nobody  else  raised  the  gay  question  and  it  was 
treated  in  an  offhand  manner,  as  if  it  was  of  no 
consequence,"  he  said.  After  Carrell  spoke  to 
conference  delegates  about  the  human  rights 
committee's  report,  CUPW  president  Evert 
Hoogers  moved  a  referral  back  to  committee  to 
expand  their  recommendation  that  the  BC  gov- 
ernment be  pressured  not  only  to  restore  human 
rights  legislation  but  to  include  "sexual  orienta- 
tion" in  it.  Art  Kube,  the  convention  chair,  con- 
sidered it  a  friendly  amendment  and  encouraged 
quick  passage  of  the  motion  without  debate. 
"What's  amazing  is  that  it  wasn't  in  the  report  to 
begin  with,"  Carrell  said.  "What's  insulting  is 
the  way  the  convention  chair  treated  the  matter. 
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If  it  was  automatic,  then  why  wasn't  it  in  the  re- 
port to  begin  with?  All  they  want  to  do  is  restore 
the  old  NDP  code." 

Carrell  feels  a  decline  in  gay  activism  is  part  of 
the  problem:  "We've  made  very  little  progress 


Carrell:  Polite  applause 

and  there  is  less  concern  now  than  five  years  ago. 
The  initial  work  has  never  been  brought  to  frui- 
tion. There  are  fewer  gay  activists  in  the  trade 
union  movement.  Few  collective  agreements 
have  included  sexual  orientation  even  though  this 
has  been  the  official  policy  of  the  Canadian  La- 
bour Congress  since  1 980  and  of  the  BC  Fed  since 
1976.  There  isn't  a  single  gay  caucus  left." 

It  appears  that  the  decline  in  gay  political  ac- 
tivity comes  at  a  time  when  there  is  more  willing- 
ness to  listen  to  gay  concerns  in  the  trade  union 
movement.  Carrell's  speech  brought  polite  ap- 
plause at  this  year's  convention.  In  past  years, 
similar  speeches  earned  him  ridicule  and  vocal 
hostility.  "There  has  been  a  liberalizing  of  at- 
titudes. If  the  joint  parliamentary  committee's 
recommendations  are  ignored,  we'll  have  lost  a 
golden  opportunity.  Even  the  gay  organizations 
are  in  a  state  of  quiescence,"  he  says. 

But,  dinosaur  or  new  breed,  Carrell  plans  to 
persevere:  "I'll  be  going  back  next  year  to  make 
sure  that  the  report  of  the  human  rights  commit- 
tee to  the  convention  will  have  some  positive  rec- 
ommendations about  gays  and  natives.  Unfortu- 
nately, we're  still  at  the  point  where,  if  we  don't 
twist  their  arms,  nothing  will  happen." 

Rob  Joyce  • 


Flood  of  letters 
to  MPs  sought  on 
equality  rights 

OTTAWA  —  A  small  group  of  gay  men  and  les- 
bians here  want  you  to  write  for  your  rights. 

Called  the  Equality  Writes  Ad  Hoc  Committee 
(EWAQ,  they're  hoping  to  persuade  Canadians 
who  support  equal  rights  for  gays  to  drop  a  line  to 
their  MP,  Justice  Minister  John  Crosbie  and 
Prime  Minister  Brian  Mulroney. 

Why  now?  Because  the  government  is  at  work 
now  drafting  its  response  to  Equality  for  A 11,  the 
report  issued  by  the  Equal  Rights  Sub-Commit- 
tee last  October.  The  government  will  listen  to 
your  opinion,  but  only  until  February  1 5;  it  must 
reply  to  the  report  in  Parliament  by  February  2 1 . 

Among  the  85  recommendations  made  in 


Equality  for  All,  five  deal  specifically  with  sexual 
orientation.  Most  significantly,  the  report  rec- 
ommends that  the  Canadian  Human  Rights  Act 
be  amended  to  include  sexual  orientation  as  a 
prohibited  ground  of  discrimination.  According 
to  a  recent  Gallup  poll,  70  percent  of  Canadians 
agree  with  this  proposed  amendment. 

"Gay  activists  have  been  burning  themselves 
out  for  15  years  to  achieve  this  goal,"  writes 
EWAC,  in  a  letter  sent  to  more  than  one  hundred 
gay  and  lesbian  organizations  across  Canada. 
"  But  all  may  be  lost  unless  the  entire  community, 
from  coast  to  coast,  now  gets  actively  involved. 
The  recommendation  may  die  unless  the  govern- 
ment takes  action  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
most  MPs  won't  budge  one  inch  unless  they  hear 
from  us  directly,  i^  the  thousands." 

Originally,  the  eight-member  Committee  and 
its  40  volunteers  wanted  to  contact  every  MP  to 
get  a  general  idea  how  MPs  might  vote  on  the  re- 
port's recommendations  concerning  sexual  or- 
ientation. A  letter  was  sent  to  each  MP.  One  let- 
ter, however,  could  not  have  much  impact,  no 
matter  how  favourable  the  response.  It  is  impor- 
tant, the  group  realized,  that  each  MP  receive  let- 
ters from  his  or  her  riding.  "It  wasn't  so  much 
that  we  wanted  to  pressure  the  government,' '  says 
committee  member  Murray  Hunter.  "Rather, 
we  wanted  to  update  the  information  the  MPs 
had  on  this  issue,  to  be  sure  they  were  aware  of  it 
and  of  the  gays  in  their  riding.  For  some  MPs, 
these  letters  will  be  the  first  they  receive  from  gay 


people  in  their  riding." 

There  is  no  master  strategy  in  the  letter-writing 
campaign,  says  Hunter.  "It  is  totally  grassroots. 
Until  now,  most  of  us  here  have  never  written  to  a 
politician.  We  want  every  gay  man  and  lesbian  in 
Canada  to  spare  an  hour  and  write  some  letters. 
That's  all  the  time  it  takes." 

EWAC  hopes  also  to  get  other  groups  such  as 
women's  organizations  and  civil  liberty  associa- 
tions to  encourage  their  members  to  write  in  sup- 
port of  equality  for  homosexuals  under  the  law. 

Committee  member  Carroll  Holland  says 
EWAC  will  try  to  keep  tabs  on  the  results,  both  in 
terms  of  how  many  letters  and  petitions  are  being 
sent  to  MPs  and  on  the  kind  of  responses  the  var- 
ious groups  are  receiving  from  MPs.  "We're  go- 
ing to  try  to  keep  up  regular  phone  contacts," 
says  Holland,  "so  we  have  some  idea  of  the  sup- 
port this  campaign  is  receiving." 

EWAC  has  established  a  deadline  of  February  7 
for  sending  letters  or  petitions.  The  address  is  very 
simple:  the  name  of  the  person  you're  writing 
(Prime  Minister  Brian  Mulroney,  Justice  Minister 
John  Crosbie  or  your  MP),  House  of  Commons, 
Ottawa  K1A  0A6.  No  postage  is  required. 

As  for  the  content  of  the  letters,  Hunter  offers 
this  advice:  "Let  them  know  you're  queer,  that 
they  should  get  over  it.  Let  them  know  the  coun- 
try is  ready  for  these  changes;  the  MPs  you're 
writing  to  may  not  be  aware  of  this.  Mention  the 
Gallup  poll.  Above  all,  write." 

Chris  Sunterm 


Gay  rights  hanging  on 

Yukon  government  to  revamp  rights  bill,  but  keep  sexual  preference 


The  Yukon  government  has  withdrawn  a  bill  to 
enact  a  human  rights  law  prohibiting  discrimina- 
tion on  several  grounds,  including  sexual  prefer- 
ence, after  a  committee  studying  the  bill  recom- 
mended that  it  not  be  proceeded  with.  But  the  ter- 
ritorial justice  minister  has  promised  to  introduce 
a  modified  human  rights  bill,  still  containing  the 
sexual  orientation  clause,  in  the  spring. 

The  bill  was  introduced  last  October  by  Justice 
Minister  Roger  Kimberly.  A  special  legislative 
committee,  the  Select  Committee  on  Human 
Rights,  was  struck  to  examine  the  proposed  law. 

Although  the  NDP  forms  the  government,  it 
does  so  with  only  eight  seats  in  the  16-seat  assem- 
bly. The  Progressive  Conservatives  hold  five 
seats,  the  Liberals  two,  and  one  seat  (formerly 
PC)  is  vacant.  Consequently  the  six-member 
Committee  comprised  three  New  Democrats  (in- 
cluding Committee  chair  Norma  Kassi),  two  PCs 
and  one  Liberal.  Because  the  chair  cannot  nor- 
mally vote,  the  opposition  parties  enjoyed  a 
three-to-two  majority  in  the  Committee.  It  was 
this  majority  that  killed  the  bill. 

The  sexual  orientation  clause,  while  the  sub- 
ject of  much  controversy  in  the  press,  did  not 
loom  large  in  the  Committee's  hearings  and  de- 
liberations. More  controversial  was  a  commit- 
ment to  the  principle  of  equal  pay  for  work  of 
equal  value.  And  opposition  leader  Willard 
Phelps  told  TBP  last  month  that  his  party  is  op- 
posed to  the  entire  concept  of  a  human  rights 
commission,  which  he  termed  "radical." 

McLaughlin  told  TBP  he  voted  against  the  bill 
because  public  opinion  opposed  the  inclusion  of 
sexual  orientation;  however,  he  hedged:  "Some 
segments  did  not  want  it  and  some  did." 

Government  human  rights  researcher 
Deborah  McNevin  says  the  new  bill  would  still 
contain  the  sexual  orientation  provision.  A  sig- 


nificant change,  however,  would  exempt  small 
businesses  from  the  application  of  the  act.  When 
asked  whether  he  thought  a  new  bill  which  still 
contained  the  sexual  orientation  provision  could 
get  out  of  committee,  Justice  Minister  Roger 
Kimmerly  told  ZWthat  McLaughlin  had  indica- 
ted a  willingness  to  vote  for  such  a  bill.  However, 
McLaughlin  said  that  Kimmerly  was  "putting 
words  in  my  mouth"  and  refused  to  say  which 
way  he  would  vote. 

In  any  event,  a  new  select  committee  will  have 
to  be  struck  to  examine  the  new  bill  —  the  Yukon 
Assembly  has  no  standing  committees  —  and 
there's  no  guarantee  at  present  that  McLaughlin 
will  be  on  that  committee.  KenPopert% 

Ontario  to  ponder 
gay  rights  (again) 

The  almost  perennial  effort  to  amend  the  Ontario 
Human  Rights  Code  by  the  inclusion  of  sexual 
orientation  seems  destined  in  1986  to  benefit 
from  unusually  influential  sponsorship,  if  recent 
reports  are  to  be  credited. 

Most  attempts  have  taken  the  form  of  private 
members'  bills  or  opposition  amendments.  Nei- 
ther kind  of  legislative  thrust,  for  any  purpose, 
enjoys  a  success  rate  much  above  zero.  This  year, 
however,  promises  a  ministerial  initiative. 

Hints  that  a  proposed  amendment  may  be  in- 
troduced in  Cabinet  have  come  from  none  other 
than  the  minister  responsible  for  administration 
of  the  Code,  Labour  Minister  William  Wrye.  In  a 
November  6,  1985,  response  to  University  of 
Windsor  associate  professor  Barry  Adam's  writ- 
ten concern  over  hate  literature  directed  at  the 
gay  community,  Wrye  wrote:  "The  Government 
continued  on  page  15 


has  made  a  commitment  to  review  a  number  of 
legislative  areas  including  this  one  (sexual  orien- 
tation), but  I  am  not  now  able  to  indicate  when 
the  Cabinet  will  undertake  its  review  of  the  inclu- 
sion of  sexual  orientation  in  the  Code." 

A  call  to  the  minister's  office  to  get  a  time 
frame  for  this  "undertaking"  resulted  in  an 
equally  vague,  albeit  positive  response  from 
Karen  Bell,  communications  secretary  to  the 
minister:  "It  is  a  matter  of  concern  to  the  minis- 
ter," said  Bell,  who  struggled  to  master  the  poli- 
tical jargon  she  spouted.  "The  minister  is  ready 
to  go  to  Cabinet,  but  we  don't  know  when.  It  will 
be  very  shortly."  Bell  punctuated  this  standard 
fare  by  emphasizing  the  priority  status  of  Wrye's 
legislative  concerns. 

Another  reference  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Code  came  courtesy  of  Toronto  alderman  Dale 
Martin.  In  a  December  9, 1985,  communication 
to  the  minister  regarding  the  prevention  of  dis- 
crimination against  people  with  AIDS,  Martin, 
referring  to  the  issue  of  sexual  orientation,  wrote: 
"...  pleased  to  hear  recent  reports  that  you  were 
seriously  entertaining  prompt  introduction  of 
such  an  amendment."  Martin  also  appealed  to 
Wrye  to  move  as  quickly  as  possible  to  introduce 
the  amendment  to  the  Code. 

Wrye's  allusions  have  also  interested  MLA 
Evelyn  Gigantes  (NDP  —  Ottawa  Centre)  who 
has  invested  much  energy  in  the  subject  of  sexual 
orientation  and  the  Code.  Gigantes  introduced  a 
private  member's  bill  in  the  Ontario  Legislature 
on  October  17  to  amend  the  Code. 

TBP  asked  Gigantes  how  she  would  feel  if  any 
Wrye  "initiative"  co-opted  her  proposed  bill. 
"We  want  to  see  it  done,"  she  said,  not  about  to 
take  offence  that  her  ground  work  in  this  area 
may  become  a  Liberal  policy  springboard. 
Gigantes  added  that  the  Liberals,  from  her  point 
of  view,  have  been  warming  up  to  legislation  con- 
cerning human  rights.  What  the  Liberals  finally 
propose,  warmth  notwithstanding,  remains  to  be 
seen.  Andrew  Lesk  • 


ANNALS        OF 


JUSTICE 

Salivating  jeans? 

District  court  judge  Stanton  Hogg  acquitted 
Metro  Toronto  police  officer  Bryan  Smith  Janu- 
ary 7  of  charges  of  assault  and  pointing  afire- 
arm.  It  was  alleged  that  Smith  had  forced  his  re- 
volver into  the  mouth  of  a  man  in  his  custody. 
The  following  are  excerpts  from  a  story  about 
the  case  by  Thomas  Claridge published  in  a  Jan- 
uary 8  edition  (/The  Globe  and  Mail. 

Judge  Hogg  said  he  was  impressed  by  the  re- 
sults of  tests  that  showed  the  presence  of  heavy 
concentrations  of  a  particular  type  of  saliva  on 
the  barrel  of  Constable  Smith's  revolver.  The 
type  was  the  same  as  Mr  Augurusa's  and  32  per 
cent  of  the  population. 

But  after  finding  there  was  an  opportunity  for 
the  alleged  offences  to  have  taken  place,  that 
marks  on  Mr  Augurusa's  body  were  consistent 
with  his  having  been  grabbed  and  with  a  gun  bar- 
rel being  placed  in  his  throat,  and  that  saliva  on 
Constable  Smith's  revolver  was  "consistent  with 
the  barrel  having  been  in  the  mouth  of  a  person," 
he  said  it  was  also  possible  that  the  saliva  had 
come  from  Mr  Augusura's  jeans. 

"In  considering  all  the  evidence  in  this  case, 
there  is  an  explanation  which  might  reasonably 
be  true  as  to  how  the  saliva  got  on  the  gun,  other 
than  the  theory  of  the  Crown."  • 


Some  sex  out  of  clanger? 

Vancouver  medical  study  suggests  oral  sex  not  likely  to  transmit  AIDS  virus 


Cocksucking  may  soon  be  off  the  list  of  endan- 
gered sexual  practices. 

A  series  of  articles  published  last  June  and  July 
in  the  Canadian  Medical  Association  Journal  sug- 
gest that,  among  sexual  practices,  only  assfiicking 
and  fisting  are  significant  in  the  transmis- 
sion of  the  virus  believed  to  trigger  AIDS.  The  au- 
thors of  the  article  say  that  similar  findings  are 
being  made  in  the  United  States  and  Europe. 

The  articles  report  the  results  of  sophisticated 
statistical  analyses  of  data  gathered  by  the  Van- 
couver Lymphadenopathy-AIDS  Study.  The  stu- 
dy began  in  mid- 1982  after  a  number  of  general 

"Oral  sexual  activity  is 
not  a  major  mode  of 
transmission" 

practitioners  with  large  numbers  of  gay  patients 
noticed  a  high  incidence  of  swollen  lymph  glands. 
The  doctors  began  keeping  detailed  records  (in- 
cluding blood  samples)  and  developed  a  study 
population  of  more  than  seven  hundred  men. 

Computer-assisted  analysis  of  the  mass  of  data 
began  last  year  and  some  findings  were  reported 
in  the  CMA  Journal  articles.  Of  greatest  immedi- 
ate interest  to  the  gay  male  public  is  the  second  of 
the  articles,  which  reports  on  factors  found  to  be 
associated  with  exposure  to  the  AIDS  virus  (as  in- 
dicated by  the  presence  in  the  blood  of  AIDS  virus 
antibodies). 

Exposure  to  the  virus  is  not  the  same  thing  as 
coming  down  with  the  disease.  Only  about  15 
percent  of  those  exposed  go  on  to  develop  AIDS 
or  PLS,  a  mild  form  of  AIDS. 

According  to  the  report,  "more  than  100  male 
sexual  partners  in  one's  lifetime,  frequent  receptive 
anal  intercourse,  fisting,  a  history  of  gonorrhea  or 
hepatitis,  and  frequent  sexual  contact  in  clubs" 
stood  out  as  features  which  differentiated  those 
carrying  AIDS  virus  antibodies  from  those  who  do 
not.  Significantly,  no  correlation  was  found  bet- 
ween exposure  to  AIDS  and  swallowing  cum. 

Dr  Martin  Schechter,  one  of  the  authors  of  the 
report,  confirmed  this  finding  in  an  interview 
with  TBP:  "Oral  sexual  activity  is  not  a  major 
mode  of  transmission."  Schechter  added, 
'  'There  is  no  evidence  that  I  know  of  that  the  virus 
is  transmitted  by  oral  activity."  And:  "I  would 
be  surprised  if  it  (the  AIDS  virus)  weren't  destroy- 
ed by  the  pH  (acid)  levels  of  the  stomach." 

He  did  caution  that  the  virus  could  enter  the 
blood  stream  directly  if  there  were  cuts  or  lesions 
in  the  mouth  or  throat. 

Much  the  same  opinion  on  the  relative  safety 
of  oral  sex  came  from  Dr  Rick  Mathias,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  panel  which  advises  AIDS  Vancouver 
on  technical  matters.  Mathias  said  the  AIDS  virus 
"is  very  easily  killed  by  minor  changes  in  pH  lev- 
els" such  as  would  occur  upon  entering  the  stom- 
ach. He  also  pointed  out  that  the  upper  digestive 
tract  (mouth,  throat,  esophagus  and  stomach) 
"is  not  an  absorbitive  sight,"  meaning  that  it  is 
unlikely  the  AIDS  virus  could  get  into  the  blood  in 
those  parts  of  the  body,  except  through  a  cut  or 
tear  in  the  lining. 

When  asked  why  the  oral  sex  finding,  which 
appears  to  have  been  suspected  all  along  and 
known  for  some  time  among  researchers,  has  not 
led  to  changes  in  the  safe  sex  guidelines  issued  by 
AIDS  organizations,  Mathias  mentioned  "or- 


ganizational inertia"  and  the  fact  that  "it's  easier 
to  prohibit"  doubtful  sexual  acts. 

He  said  that  the  advisory  panel  is  "in  the  pro- 
cess" of  recommending  to  AIDS  Vancouver  that 
swallowing  cum  be  moved  from  the  category  of 
high-risk  sex  to  the  low-risk  category.  Mathias  al- 
so observed:  "Low-risk  events  are  in  fact  no-risk 
events." 

When  asked  about  the  possible  reassessment 
of  the  safe  sex  guidelines,  AIDS  Vancouver  direc- 
tor Bob  Tivey  told  TBP,  "We're  going  to  be  dis- 
cussing it  at  our  board  meeting  this  month.  My 
feeling  is  that  we  should  proceed  with  caution  be- 
fore telling  people  it  (oral  sex)  is  OK."  Tivey  ac- 
knowledged that  the  study  findings  were  already 
having  some  effect  on  the  advice  gay  men  are  re- 
ceiving: "Many  doctors  in  Vancouver  are  openly 
telling  their  patients  that  oral  sex  is  low-risk."  But 
he  said:  "We  don't  feel  the  evidence  is  conclusive.' ' 

The  factors  singled  out  by  the  Vancouver  study 
as  being  significant  in  exposure  to  the  AIDS  virus 
require  some  interpretation.  There  is  nothing 
magic  about  the  figure  of  1 00  sexual  partners  in  a 
lifetime.  For  the  purpose  of  analysis,  subjects  in 
the  study  were  divided  into  two  groups:  those 
who  have  had  fewer  than  100  partners  and  those 


who  have  had  100  or  more.  The  latter  group 
showed  a  higher  incidence  of  exposure  to  the 
AIDS  virus.  A  practical  conclusion  would  be 
that,  all  other  things  being  equal,  the  more  sex 
partners  you've  had,  the  more  likely  it  is  that 
you've  been  exposed  to  the  virus. 

Receptive  anal  intercourse  as  a  risk  factor  re- 
fers to  getting  fucked  by  a  partner  who  doesn't 
use  a  condom. 

The  report  mentions  fisting,  without  distin- 
guishing between  giving  and  taking,  because  both 
men  who  fist  and  men  who  get  fisted  were  lumped 
together  in  a  single  category .  It  is  a  reasonable  as- 
sumption that  it  is  taking  fists  which  is  associated 
with  exposure  to  AIDS.  And  it  is  unlikely  that  the 
actual  act  of  being  fisted  exposes  gay  men  to  the 
virus.  Rather,  the  abrasions  which  fisting  can 
produce  probably  increase  the  chance  that  any 
virus  contained  in  cum  released  in  the  ass  soon  af- 
ter will  enter  the  blood  stream. 

One  final  interesting  finding:  greater  exposure 
to  AIDS  was  associated  with  the  use  of  the  drugs 
MDA  and  LSD,  but  no  correlation  was  found  with 
the  use  of  poppers,  a  gay  male  custom  often  sug- 
gested as  a  factor  in  AIDS.  Ken  Popert  • 


No  vaccine  help  for  gays 

Toronto  urges  free  hepatitis  shots,  but  not  for  those  most  at  risk 


Toronto  City  Council  has  urged  the  government 
of  Ontario  to  subsidize  the  cost  of  hepatitis  B  vac- 
cine for  some  groups  especially  at  risk.  But  the 
recommendation  omits  the  group  most  suscepti- 
ble to  the  disease:  gay  men. 

Council  on  December  16  adopted  a  report 
from  the  Toronto  Board  of  Health  calling  for 
provincial  funding  of  the  vaccine.  The  Board 
noted  that  a  major  problem  in  the  distribution  of 
the  vaccine  is  the  cost:  $150  for  the  three  injec- 
tions required. 


Specifically  excluded: 
"non-household  sexual 
contacts  of  a  carrier" 

Last  June  Ontario  health  minister  Philip 
Andrewes  announced  that  the  vaccine  would  be 
provided  free  to  infants  born  to  mothers  carrying 
the  hepatitis  B  virus.  At  the  same  time,  he  asked 
ministry  officials  to  review  the  situation  among 
other  high-risk  groups  and  make  recommenda- 
tions regarding  the  distribution  of  the  vaccine. 

The  Board  of  Health  report  enumerates  nine 
groups  for  which  the  National  Advisory  Com- 
mittee on  Immunization  recommends  vaccina- 
tion against  hepatitis  B,  one  of  which  is  "homo- 
sexually  active  males."  However,  the  Board 
recommends  subsidized  vaccine  only  for 
"household  contacts"  of  carriers.  It  specifically 
excludes  immunization  for  "persons  at  high  risk 
of  infection  only  because  of  occupation,  illicit  use 
of  injectable  drugs,  or  being  a  non-household 
sexual  contact  of  a  carrier"  (our  italics). 

The  issue  of  provincial  subsidization  isn't  new 
to  the  gay  community.  In  early  1984,  Hassle- 
Free  Clinic,  whose  clientele  is  mostly  gay  men, 
offered  to  purchase  at  reduced  cost  the  province's 


unused  and  nearly  expired  supplies  of  the  vac- 
cine, enough  to  vaccinate  about  600  gay  men. 
The  province  refused,  noting  that  it  had  earmark- 
ed the  vaccine  for  provincial  healthcare  workers 
and  patients  in  provincial  institutions.  The  re- 
strictive policy  was  contrary  to  the  advice  which 
the  province  received  from  its  own  advisory  com- 
mittee on  vaccine  distribution.  The  committee 
had  recommended  that  ten  percent  of  the  supply 
be  allocated  to  gay  men. 

TBP  attempted  to  contact  present  members  of 
Council  who,  according  to  the  health  depart- 
ment, sat  on  the  Board  of  Health  in  1 985 .  Alder- 
man Dale  Martin  had  no  recollection  of  the  re- 
port, while  councillors  Joanne  Campbell  and 
Tom  Jakobek  did  not  return  our  calls. 

The  author  of  the  report  is  Ed  Ellis,  the  associ- 
ate medical  officer  for  the  City's  eastern  district. 
Ellis  made  it  clear  to  7Wthat  he  favoured  the  in- 
clusion of  gay  men  in  the  vaccine  programme. 
And  he  pointed  out  that  gay  men  who,  in  the 
estimation  of  their  doctors,  are ' '  household  con- 
tacts" of  hepatitis  B  carriers  are  eligible. 

He  said  that,  as  soon  as  the  vaccine  proposal 
was  bruited  about  City  Hall,  potential  opponents 
"were  asking  how  much  of  the  vaccine  was  going 
to  go  to  gay  men." 

Ellis  also  cited  the  fact  that  two  previous  pro- 
posals to  make  free  vaccine  available  to  gay  men 
—  one  by  Hassle-Free  Clinic  and  one  by  the  AIDS 
Committee  of  Toronto  —  had  been  rejected  by 
the  province.  "Our  experience  has  been  that  the 
Ministry  of  Health  is  more  likely  to  fund  vaccine 
if  it  is  done  in  a  step-wise  fashion,"  he  observed, 
adding  that  his  report  represented  "the  next  most 
feasible  step,"  that  is,  the  maximum  acceptable 
to  the  ministry  right  now.        Tony  Johnston  • 
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fPlaisirs 

ft  J           W  The  Toronto  Premiere  of  'Ces 

W  Plaisirs  '-Inspired  by  Colette's  novel 
W  "The  Pure  and  The  Impure"-  Her 
W  recollections  of  women  of  uncertain 
W  or  dissimulated  sex  and  their 
W  response  to  the  male  element,  will 
W  be  featured  on  January  21, 23  &  25. 

m    Premiere  Dance  Theatre 
W  Queen's  Quay  Terminal 

■    January  21 -25.  1986  8:00  p.m. 
W  January  26, 1986 3:00  p.m.  Sunday  Matinee 

W   Tickets:  $9  -  $16  Call  869-8444  or  BASS 

W   "Beyond  all  belief. . .  Do  yourself  a  favour  and  see  it" 
W                                                     -  Montreal  Gazette 
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Vancouver  to  have 
first  home  for 
people  with  AIDS 

VANCOUVER  —  AIDS  Vancouver  is  working  with 
three  levels  of  government  to  establish  a  group 
home  for  persons  with  AIDS  (PWAs)  after  receiving 
"overwhelming  support"  from  the  community  to 
a  fundraising  campaign  for  the  deposit. 

The  organization  set  a  $10,000  target  for  a 
month-long  campaign  preceeding  Christmas  and 
received  enough  to  meet  their  needs,  housing 
committee  chair  Patrick  Duggan  said  in  early 
January.  With  money  still  coming  in,  the  com- 
mittee decided  not  to  reveal  a  total  until  later  in 
the  month. 

Modelled  on  a  San  Francisco  AIDS  hospice, 
the  home  for  about  25  PWAs  would  fill  in  the  gap 
between  times  when  people  are  sick  enough  to 
need  hospitalization  and  times  of  remission  when 
they  can  care  for  themselves  —  providing  greater 
comfort  and  lowering  hospitalization  costs.  The 
home  would  respect  privacy  as  much  as  possible, 
while  including  a  communal  area.  It  would  have 
some  staff,  including  a  dietician-cook,  but  would 
be  run  by  tenants  whenever  possible. 

The  group  avoids  the  word  "  hospice"  because 
a  hospice  is  commonly  thought  of  as  a  place  to  die 
in  comfort  and  the  current  philosophy  among 
PWAs  is  to  plan  how  to  live,  not  how  to  die. 

AIDS  Vancouver  has  not  made  formal  applica- 
tions, but  government  officials  have  been  sup- 
portive in  talks,  Duggan  said.  With  tenants  pro- 
viding rent  based  on  their  ability  to  pay,  the 
group  is  hoping  municipal  government  will  pro- 
vide the  remainder  of  operating  costs.  AIDS  Van- 
couver is  looking  to  the  senior  levels  of  govern- 
ment to  pay  for  the  building. 

Proposals  are  easier  to  make  if  a  specific  prop- 
erty is  available  and  the  committee  can  work  out 
realistic  costs.  No  site  has  been  selected  but  the 
group  wanted  to  have  a  deposit  on  hand  if  a  suit- 
able one  becomes  available. 

AIDS  Vancouver  has  been  working  on  the  proj- 
ect since  June  and  hopes  the  home  will  be  in  oper- 
ation by  spring.  • 


on  AIDS,  c/o  Gayline,  (902)423-1389;  Montreal 
AIDS  Resource  Committee/ Association  des  res- 
sources  montrealaises  sur  le  SIDA,  (514) 
933-2395;  AIDS  Committee  of  Ottawa,  c/o  Gay- 
line,  (613)238-1717;  AIDS  Committee  of  Toron- 
to, (416)926-1626;  AIDS  Committee  of  Cam- 
bridge-Kitchener-Waterloo, c/o  Bill  Allan, 
(519)749-0977;  AIDS  Committee  of  London,  c/o 
Richard  Hudler,  (519)663-2069;  AIDS  Regina, 
(603)522-4522:  Edmonton  AIDS  Network,  c/o 
Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality,  (403)424-8361; 
AIDS  Vancouver,  (604)867-2437;  AIDS  Vancou- 
ver Island,  (604)  384-4554.  Ken  Popert  • 


ONCE  UPON  ATIME 


Five  years  ago: 

February  5, 1981 :  Toronto  police  raid  four  bath- 
houses. In  the  largest  mass  arrest  since  the  invo- 
cation of  the  War  Measures  Act  during  the  1970 
October  Crisis,  286  men  are  charged  with  being 
found  in  a  common  bawdyhouse  and  20  are  char- 
ged with  keeping  a  common  bawdyhouse. 
February  6, 1981:  In  the  largest  gay  demonstra- 
tion in  Canada  to  date,  3000  people  gather  at 
midnight  in  downtown  Toronto  to  protest  the  po- 
lice raids  of  the  preceeding  night.  The  demon- 
strators march  against  a  police  station,  disrup- 
ting traffic  for  three  hours  and  finishing  up  with 
an  attack  on  Ontario's  legislative  buildings. 

Ten  years  ago: 

January  23, 1976:  The  Club  Bath  in  Montreal  is 
raided.  Police  charge  1 3  people  with  being  found 
in  a  common  bawdyhouse.    Michael  Totzke  • 


LETTER  FROM 


MONCTON 

Gwyn  Martin  • 

Beginning  to  live 
as  we  choose 

Being  gay  in  Moncton,  New  Brunswick  —  the 
idea  used  to  be  almost  a  contradiction  in  terms. 
Of  course,  there  have  been  gay  people  here  for- 
ever, but  an  organized  gay  and  lesbian  commun- 
ity is  still  a  new  reality,  and  one  which  took  some 
time  getting  off  the  ground.  The  name  Gais  et 
Lesbiennes  de  Moncton/Gays  and  Lesbians  of 
Moncton  (GLM)  first  appeared  in  1982,  but  be- 
cause of  transient  or  temporary  leadership  and 
difficulties  which  included  male-female  and 
French-English  struggles,  GLM  only  just  stagger- 
ed along  for  more  than  a  year,  and  at  times  it 
seemed  to  disappear  altogether.  Only  since  No- 
vember 1983  have  there  been  a  continuing  execu- 
tive body  and  regular  dances. 

The, dances  are  held  every  second  Friday  or 
Saturday  at  the  East  Riverview  Residents  Associ- 
ation Hall  on  Runneymeade  Street  in  Riverview 
(a  town  across  the  Petitcodiac  River  from  Monc- 
ton, part  of  Greater  Moncton)  throughout  the 
winter,  and  every  Saturday  night  from  May 
through  August  at  the  Kacho  in  the  Taillon  Buil- 
ding, Unversity  of  Moncton  Campus.  Wonderful 
as  they  are,  GLM  is  concerned  that  most  of  our 
energy  and  time  is  spent  organizing  dances. 

So  far  our  other  efforts  have  mostly  been  limit- 


Dangerous  precedents? 

Judge  allows  video  evidence 


As  of  January  6,  the  Laboratory  Centre  for  Dis- 
ease Control  in  Ottawa  had  recorded  a  total  of 
414  adult  cases  of  Acquired  Immunodeficiency 
Syndrome  (AIDS)  in  Canada.  This  compares 
with  a  total  of  385  cases  this  past  December  9  and 
a  total  of  165  cases  one  year  ago. 
The  current  total  of  4 1 4  breaks  down  as  follows: 

Total  Gay  or  bisexual 

Cases  Living 

Canada  414  329  181 

ON  166  153  80 

QC  134  71  37 

BC  81  77  48 

AB               19  18  9 

NS                6                   5  3 

SK                4                   4  3 
MB                I                    II 

NB                3                   0  0 

No  cases  are  reported  in  Newfoundland,  Prince 
Edward  Island  or  the  Territories. 

You  can  get  advice  about  AIDS  by  calling  the 
following  organizations:  St  John's  AIDS  Infor- 
mation Committee,  c/o  Wally  Upward,  i 
(709)579-6143;  Halifax  Metro  Area  Committee  | 

5 


I 


GUELPH — New  precedents  dealing  with  privacy 
and  corroboration  of  electronic  surveillance  have 
been  set  in  district  court  here  in  recent  trials  of 
men  charged  in  connection  with  washroom  sex 
offences. 

Of  the  18  men  charged  with  gross  indecency 
and  buggery  following  police  video  surveillance 
ofa  park  washroom  (TBP,  August  1985),  16have 
been  tried.  Fourteen  of  these  trials  have  regis- 
tered convictions,  most  of  the  accused  having 
entered  guilty  pleas.  The  usual  sentence  has  been 
a  fine  of  $300  per  charge  and  a  year's  probation, 
which  includes  prohibition  against  visiting  a  pub- 
lic washroom  during  that  time.  One  man  has 
been  found  not  guilty. 

In  the  not  guilty  finding,  District  Court  Judge 
William  F  Higgins  ruled  that  the  Crown  had  not 


proved  the  charge.  Observation  of  the  man  was 
obscured  by  several  other  men  who  were  enga- 
ging in  sex  acts  at  the  same  time. 

During  the  trial,  Judge  Higgins  ruled  that  re- 
gardless of  the  privacy  of  stalls  in  the  men's  wash- 
room, it  is  a  public  place  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Criminal  Code  because  the  general  male  pub- 
lic has  access. 

Judge  Higgins  also  set  a  precedent  in  the  same 
case,  when  he  admitted  video  tape  for  viewing 
and  based  his  decision  on  what  could  be  discern- 
ed on  the  tape.  The  result  is  to  allow  evidence 
before  the  court  which  is  based  solely  on  the  ob- 
servations of  police  watching  a  closed-circuit 
monitor.  This  eliminates  the  need  for  "naked 
eye"  corroboration.  IanKirkby% 


No  privacy:  Guelph  's  Silvercreek  Park  washroom  cubicles  are  public  places,  says  a  judge 


ed  to  paper.  We  sent  a  written  statement  to 
federal  Justice  Minister  Eric  Neilsen,  condemn- 
ing the  expulsion  of  lesbian  personnel  from  CFB 
Shelburne  in  Nova  Scotia;  when  one  of  our 
members  died  suddenly  of  a  heart  attack,  GLM 
sent  a  donation  to  the  Canadian  Heart  Fund, 
explaining  that  the  usual  card  could  not  be  sent  to 
his  family  because  he  had  lived  and  died  without 
them  ever  knowing  he  had  been  gay.  GLM  wrote 
to  a  member  of  the  Fredericton  police  force  who 
had  been  quoted  in  the  Moncton  Times- 
Transcript  as  saying  that  one  of  the  deviant 
behaviours  resulting  from  child  abuse  could  be 
lesbianism  (it  turned  out  the  paper  had  mis- 
quoted her).  Through  our  newsletter  Nouvelles 
GLM News, we  asked  our  members  not  to  renew 
their  memberships  in  Ziggy's,  a  downtown 
straight  dance  club  and  a  popular  gay  cruising 
bar,  after  the  management  printed  in  their  rules 
for  1985/86  that  two  men  dancing  together  would 
constitute  reason  for  ejection  from  the  club  and 
revocation  of  membership. 


An  organized  gay 
and  lesbian 
community  is  still  a 
new  reality  in 
Moncton 

These  things  were  significant,  and  yet  so  much 
more  was  needed.  There  was  room  for  many 
more  people  to  be  involved.  Last  October  ap- 
proximately 30  of  GLM's  400  members  turned 
out  for  a  day-long  session  with  a  profesional  fa- 
cilitator from  Montreal.  In  order  to  expand  and 
focus  our  efforts,  we  identified  what  had  been  ac- 
complished and  what  the  larger  community 
hoped  for  and  expected  from  GLM,  as  well  as 
what  we  were  willing  to  work  towards.  The  initial 
ice-breaking  session  was  a  real  eye-opener.  We 
defined  our  organization  through  metaphors: 
my  favourite  was  a  big  old  car  with  a  few  rust 
spots,  packed  full  of  people  on  Saturday  nights, 
in  which  everyone  wanted  to  ride,  but  which  no 
one  wanted  to  drive.  We  spent  the  rest  of  the  day 
picking  out  areas  we  wanted  to  firm  up  and 
deciding  who  would  do  the  finning. 

We  went  awav  from  that  day  with  some  plans 
for  providing  more  than  an  important  social  outlet 
for  out-of-the-closet  members  of  our  communi- 
ty. Since  then  we  have  rented  a  small  apartment 
and  expect  our  phone  line,  which  will  provide  in- 
formation on  GLM  and  facts  about  AIDS,  to  be 
operating  in  the  early  spring.  The  office  will 
house  our  files  and  become  the  home  of 
Nouvelles  GLM  News.  It  also  has  enough  room 
for  small  meetings. 

In  early  December  GLM  hosted  an  informa- 
tion session  on  AIDS  with  a  worker  from  the  New 
Brunswick  Public  Health  Office  and  two  others 
from  a  Moncton  reproductive  health  clinic.  Al- 
though as  yet  there  are  very  few  confirmed  cases 
of  AIDS  in  New  Brunswick,  the  disease  has  had  a 
very  real  impact,  as  evidenced  by  the  actions  of 
patrons  of  Monctons  unofficial  gay  bar,  La  Cave 
a  Pape,  who  arrived  with  their  own  beer  glasses  in 
hand  in  an  attempt  to  avoid  contamination.  GLM 
has  hopes  for  further  AIDS  information  sessions. 

At  our  recent  elections  for  a  new  slate  of  officers 
for  1986,  we  were  relieved  and  delighted  by  the  en- 
thusiasm we  witnessed.  There's  a  feeling  ofa  new 
dignity  here  in  Moncton  among  gay  people,  a  quiet 
excitement  that  we  can  begin  to  live  as  we  choose, 
make  our  own  rules,  and  all  the  while  experience 
community  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word.  • 
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340  Somerset  W.,  Ottawa 


Vancouver 


West  End  Guest  House 
1362  Haro  Street 

Vancouver,  B.C.,  Canada 
V6E  1G2 
Phone  (604)  681  2889 
or  681  5979 


Open  lOish  -  lOish 
7  davs-a  week 


While  in  Vancouver, 

visit  Western  Canada's 

Gay  Bookstore 

Mail  Order  Catalogue  Available 
Write  or  phone  for  information 


1221  THURLOW  ST.,  VAN.  B.C.  V6E  1X4 


PHONE  669-1753 


Victoria 


THE  ISLAND     GAY  SOCIETY 

GAY  A  L  E5BIAN 

5 


COmUNITY 
I40  06WEQ0 


POST  OFFICE  BOX  695,  STATION  E,  VICTORIA,  B.C.,  CANADA   V8U  2P9 
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An  isolated  incident 

Youth  tortures  and  kills  man  who  'made  pass,'  gets  wrist  slapped 


VANCOUVER  —  Bill  Kains  was  in  the  wrong 
place  at  the  wrong  time  last  August  3. 

The  53-year-old  Gastown  resident  was  sitting  at 
home  alone  at  36  Blood  Alley  when  a  drunken 
group  of  two  men  and  a  woman  entered  his 
room.  The  three  were  looking  to  find  a  party  at 
the  103-room  facility  run  by  the  Greater  Van- 
couver Regional  District  (GVRD)  for  single  men. 
Earlier  that  day  the  three  had  been  barred  from 
the  rooming  house  because  of  their  drunken  and 
disorderly  conduct.  Staff  believe  they  probably 


"Too  much  leeway 

is  allowed  in 

defending  oneself 

from  a  homosexual 

pass.  A  person  can 

almost  get  away 

with  an 

extraordinarily 

brutal  murder  when 

heterosexual 

honour  is  at  stake" 


reentered  through  a  back  doorway.  Kains  ap- 
parently offered  them  a  drink. 

The  next  morning  during  a  routine  room  check 
staff  discovered  his  bloodied  mutilated  body. 
Kains  had  been  butchered  with  a  straight  razor 
and  beaten  so  severely  that  he  sustained  47 
separate  injuries,  including  multiple  slash 
wounds  to  his  arms,  chest,  face  and  neck  and 
multiple  fractures  to  his  chest  and  head.  Both 
eyes  had  been  gouged  out.  His  nose  and  one  ear 
had  been  cut  off.  Dr  Laurel  Grey,  a  forensic  pa- 
thologist with  Vancouver  General  Hospital,  said 
the  injuries  were  inflicted  "over  a  period  of  time' ' 
with  some  deep  bruises  sustained  "five  or  six 
hours  before  death."  Mark,  the  young  GVRD 
security  officer  who  discovered  Kains'  corpse, 
still  has  nightmares  about  the  gruesomeness  of 
what  he  stumbled  upon.  "I  didn't  recognize 
him,"  he  said.  "You  could  barely  perceive  it  was 
a  human  being  lying  there  in  that  room."  Franz, 
another  staff  person  assigned  the  task  of  cleaning 
the  room  after  police  had  removed  evidence,  re- 
calls: "There  was  blood  everywhere,  even  in  the 
closet.  The  only  thing  the  police  left  behind  was 
some  personal  diary  writings." 

Both  staff  and  the  other  residents  remember 
Kains  as  a  "quiet  nice  guy"  who  kept  to  himself 
and  liked  to  sit  in  the  lobby  to  smoke  a  cigarette. 
One  fellow  roomer,  Patrick  Watson,  said  Kains 
was  pleasant  to  talk  to  and  he  got  along  well  with 
staff  and  other  residents.  "He  didn't  have  the 
habit  of  bringing  undesirable  people  into  the 
building,"  Watson  said,  "Unfortunately  those 
types  roam  in  off  the  street  and  go  from  room  to 
room  looking  for  alcohol  and  trouble." 

Later,  a  17-year-old  young  man  from 
Kamloops  admitted  he  murdered  Kains  to  thwart 
unwanted  sexual  advances  he  claimed  were  made 
the  night  of  the  murder.  Police  charged  the  man 


with  second-degree  murder;  his  name  cannot  be 
revealed  because  he  was  charged  under  the 
Young  Offenders  Act.  The  man  and  woman  who 
were  with  him  during  the  killing  were  not  charged 
in  connection  with  it. 

The  Crown's  request  to  have  the  matter  moved 
to  adult  court  from  family  court  was  denied  by 
Judge  Douglas  Campbell.  In  his  reasons  for 
judgment,  Campbell  said:  "It  cannot  be  con- 
cluded that  this  boy  is  dangerous.' '  He  referred  to 
the  Kains'  killing  as  an  "isolated  incident"  and 
cited  the  youth's  lack  of  a  criminal  record,  good 
character  references  and  psychiatric  assessments 
that  he  was  not  dangerous.  The  judge  referred  to 
the  accused  as  "an  unsophisticated  youth"  who 
was  "enticed  to  Vancouver  by  a  badly  alcoholic 
aunt,  where  the  two  fell  into  company  with  a  very 
bad  actor  (a  middle-aged  man  named  Ed)  who, 
according  to  the  record  filed,  has  at  least  31  con- 
victions including  three  for  assault  causing  bodily 
harm  and  one  for  assault  with  a  weapon." 

Campbell  placed  no  blame  on  the  accused  for 
his  actions,  choosing  to  rely  on  character  referen- 
ces of  a  neighbour  —  "a  young  gentleman  ...  a 
delightful  person"  —  and  a  psychiatric  report 
from  Dr  Roy  O'Shaughnessy.  "We  were  all  of 
the  opinion,"  O'Shaughnessy's  report  stated, 
"that  essentially  this  boy  shows  no  evidence  of 
any  psychiatric  disorder,  or  serious  emotional 
disturbance,  or  psychological  disorder.  In  fact, 
were  it  not  for  the  homicide  and  the  brutality  of 
mutilation,  this  boy  would  look  like  any  other 
boy,  and  we  would  not  be  in  the  least  concerned 
about  him."  Another  psychologist,  Dr  Robert 
Ley,  found  it  "virtually  impossible  to  validly  pre- 
dict his  degree  of  dangerousness." 

Campbell  made  his  ruling  despite  the  Crown 
evidence  that  the  same  young  man  attacked 
another  person  in  similar  circumstances  eight 
hours  after  Kains'  death.  The  youth  was  charged 
with  robbery  in  connection  with  the  second  inci- 
dent, but  Crown  Attorney  Gail  Weddell  entered 
a  stay  of  proceedings  in  November,  after  the 
youth  pleaded  guilty  to  a  reduced  charge  of  man- 
slaughter in  Kains'  death.  Weddell  refused  to 
comment  on  why  the  robbery  charge  was  stayed. 

In  September  the  Crown  had  alleged  at  a  hear- 
ing that  "eight  hours  after  (Kains')  murder, 
which  at  that  point  was  undetected,  the  (accused) 
attacked  another  person  in  somewhat  similar  cir- 
cumstances. The  allegation  is  that  the  second  vic- 
tim invited  the  same  three  (persons  who  had  en- 
tered Kains'  room)  to  his  room  to  drink  and  that 
(the  accused)  attacked  him  with  a  knife  and  star- 
ted to  slash  at  him  and  kick  him.  The  victim  sus- 
tained several  cuts  on  his  face,  head  and  hands, 
and  was  robbed."  Ed  (the  second  of  the  three) 
was  also  charged  in  connection  with  that  alleged 
robbery,  but  was  discharged  at  a  preliminary 
hearing  for  lack  of  evidence. 

The  youth  pleaded  guilty  to  a  reduced  charge 
of  manslaughter  and  the  Crown  agreed  to  drop 
the  original  charge  of  second-degree  murder. 
Much  of  the  sentencing  testimony  rested  on  his 
claim  that  he  was  defending  himself  against  sexual 
advances.  In  court  his  aunt  claimed  an  argument 
broke  out  between  Ed  and  Kains  and  that  her 
nephew  got  upset  when  Kains  made  sexual  ad- 
vances to  him.  She  testified  that  Ed  kicked  Kains  in 
the  groin  during  the  argument.  At  that  point  she 
said  her  nephew  grabbed  Kains  by  the  hair  and 
picked  him  up.  Ed  held  Kains'  hands  behind  his 
back,  she  continued,  and  her  nephew  carved  his 


name  on  Kains'  chest  with  a  razor  while  he  was  still 
alive.  Both  the  aunt  and  Ed  remained  in  Kains' 
small  room  over  a  period  of  up  to  six  hours  while 
he  was  mutilated  and  murdered. 

During  testimony,  defence  counsel  Thomas 
Gove  said  his  client  was  "very  drunk"  at  the  time 
of  the  killing  and  that  he  awoke  on  Kains'  bed 
with  Kains  "over  him,  pulling  his  pants  down." 
Judge  Phil  Collings  said  at  the  trial  it  was  not 
clear  how  serious  the  advances  were  and  "appear 
not  to  have  been  persistent  or  pressed.' '  At  a  pre- 
sentencing  hearing,  Chris  Thomson,  a  Vancou- 
ver probation  officer,  suggested  that  treatment  of 
the  youth  was  unnecessary:  "There  is  nothing  to 
treat."  He  did  concede  hoever  that  the  youth 
might  require  counselling  over  time.  Thomson 
recommended  an  "open-security"  institution 
and  anticipated  the  young  man  could  soon  be  eli- 
gible for  "day  passes,  escorted  or  unescorted." 

In  passing  sentence,  Collings  called  Kains' 
killing  one  of  the  most  gruesome  he  had  ever 
known.  "The  pictures  of  Bill  Kains  are  perhaps 
the  most  sickening  thing  I've  seen  in  30  years  in 
court.  (The  room)  looks  like  the  inside  of  a  butcher 
shop.  He  didn't  have  to  be  mutilated  while  still 
alive,"  the  judge  continued.  Collings  commented 
that  the  youth  was  not  "a  babe  in  the  woods,"  but 
took  part  in  Kains'  killing  "with  a  fair  amount  of 
enthusiasm."  The  accused  was  sentenced  to  three 
years  —  the  maximum  allowable  for  this  crime 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Young  Offenders  Act. 
He  is  currently  doing  time  at  the  Willingdon  Cor- 
rectional Youth  Centre  in  Burnaby,  BC. 

• 
This  has  not  been  a  typical  murder.  An  older 
man  described  as  "quiet  and  shy"  by  staff  and 
residents  of  a  government-sponsored  housing 
project  was  tortured  in  his  own  room  for  many 
hours  by  a  17-year-old  and  eventually  killed. 
This  young  man  then  offered  as  his  defence  that 
the  older  man  had  made  sexual  advances  toward 
him.  However,  the  trial  judge  questioned  the  seri- 
ousness of  the  alleged  advances  toward  the 
youth,  and  stated  that  they  did  not  appear  to 
have  been  "pressing  or  persistent."  The  youth's 
aunt  and  her  friend,  Ed,  were  present  in  the  tiny 
hotel  room  during  the  hours  of  the  torture  and 
made  no  attempt  to  prevent  the  murder  or  report 
it  to  nearby  authorities.  Security  officials  were  a 
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few  meters  away  and  within  voice  range.  Indeed 
the  aunt  in  her  trial  testimony  implicated  Ed  as  an 
accomplice  to  the  crime. 

For  an  individual  in  a  civilized  society  to  act 
out  this  kind  of  senseless  brutality  and  walk  away 
from  it  clearly  demonstrates  the  existence  of  a 
deeply  disturbed  mind.  The  young  man  is  in  des- 
perate need  of  rehabilitation  and  therapy  to  sort 
out  his  emotional  conflicts. 

More  importantly,  he  must  be  prepared  upon 
his  release  from  prison,  which  could  come  as  ear- 
ly as  six  months,  to  cope  with  a  variety  of  people 
he  will  come  into  contact  with,  including  gay 
men,  in  a  non-violent  manner.  Don  Larventz,  of 
Vancouver's  Gay  Rights  Union,  hopes  that  in 
light  of  the  youth's  extremely  violent  behaviour 
he  can  get  help.  "But  with  the  contradictory  rec- 
ommendations of  the  medical  experts  at  his  trial, 
it  is  unlikely  he  will  receive  any,"  he  worries.  "It 
would  seem  that  from  this  too  much  leeway  is  al- 
lowed in  defending  oneself  from  a  homosexual 
pass,  whether  real  or  imagined.  A  person  can  al- 
most get  away  with  an  extraordinarily  brutal 
murder  when  heterosexual  honour  is  at  stake. 

"It  appears  that  two  other  people  may  have 
been  accessories  in  this  crime.  The  Gay  Rights 
Union  had  written  the  Crown  Attorney  asking  for 
a  full  investigation,"  Larventz  added.  The  last 
word  came  from  Vancouver  police  Sgt  RJ 
Desmarais,  of  major  crime  division.  When  asked 
if  charges  were  pending  against  others,  Desmar- 
ais said:  "These  investigations  sometimes  go  on 
indefinitely  —  sometimes  forever." 

Rob  Joyce  • 


FOR   THE    RECORD 


Something  seems  to  be  missing  from  Vancouver's 
West  End  Community  Centre  —  a  clear  under- 
standing of  the  concept  of  community .  The  Cen- 
tre's executive  board  has  recently  come  under  the 
fire  of  gay  organizations  and  media  alike  for  what 
can  only  be  interpreted  as  resentment  of  that 
community's  integral  presence  in  the  Centre's  ac- 
tivities. Both  a  lesbian  and  gay  youth  group  and  a 
gay  theatre  group  were  denied  access  to  the  Cen- 
tre's facilities  because  the  board  felt  they  were 
primarily  gay-oriented.  Angles,  Vancouver's 
gay  newspaper,  is  urging  West  End  gays  and  oth- 
ers to  take  out  memberships  in  the  Centre  by  Feb- 
ruary 6  for  a  show  of  strength  in  the  March  elec- 
tion of  a  new  board. 

• 
In  Halifax,  the  Fourth  Annual  Gay  Men's  Art 
Show  is  set  to  take  place  February  3-22  at  the 
Centre  for  Art  Tapes.  This  year's  theme  is 
"Beauty  And  The  Beast:  Alternative  Male  Vi- 
sions," as  seen  in  the  work  of  gay  male  artists  in 
the  Atlantic  provinces.  Montreal  photographer 
Evergon  and  Toronto  gay  art  collective  J  AC  have 
also  been  invited  to  attend. 

• 
Dignity,  the  organization  of  gay  and  lesbian 
Catholics,  plans  to  hold  its  first  national  confer- 
ence May  16-19  at  McGill  University  in  Mon- 
treal. The  conference  is  expected  to  attract  gays 
from  throughout  North  America  interested  in 
linking  contemporary  gay  issues  with  spirituali- 
ty. Featured  speakers  are  Andre  Guidon,  author 
of  The  Sexual  Language,  Svend  Robinson,  federal 
NDI'  justice  critic;  and  Dr  Norbert  Gilmore,  chair- 
person of  the  National  Advisor.  Committee  on 
All  )S.  Anv  questions  or  suggestions  about  (he  con- 
ference should  be  directed  to  Dignitv  Montreal. 
CP  KM5.  Succ  M.  Montreal  H3G2M9. 

Tony  Johnston  % 
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Pandering  to  prejudice 

Acquaintances  of  slain  gay  man  angered  by  newspaper  sensationalism 


Friends,  colleagues  and  students  of  a  gay  teacher 
murdered  in  Toronto  last  December  have  pub- 
lished an  advertisement  in  one  Toronto  news- 
paper criticizing  the  coverage  of  his  murder  by 
another  of  the  city's  dailies. 

The  group  collected  $1050  to  pay  for  an  1 1  cm 
by  15  cm  advertisement  in  the  Toronto  Star.  In 
the  ad,  the  group  said  they  were  "hurt  and  angry 
over  the  subsequent  sensational  coverage"  of  the 


"Would  you  have 
talked  about  how 
many  heterosexual 
teachers  have 
been  murdered?" 

murder  of  Peter  Ager,  who  was  found  stabbed  to 
death  in  his  apartment  December  16. 

In  its  initial  report  on  December  18,  the  Sun 
identified  Ager  in  a  headline  as  a  gay  teacher 
("Gay  Teacher  Murdered").  The  story  also  indi- 
cated twice  that  Ager  was  "the  fourth  homosexu- 
al school  teacher  slain  in  three  years." 

Neither  occupation  nor  sexual  orientation  was 
established  as  a  relevant  factor  common  to  the 
four  murders  recalled  by  the  Sun  story. 

In  a  letter  published  as  the  Sun 's ' '  Letter  of  the 
Day"  on  December  26,  reader  Annette  Hicks 
asked:  "If  Ager  had  been  heterosexual,  would 
you  have  talked  about  how  many  heterosexual 
teachers  have  been  murdered  in  Metro  in  the  past 
few  yean?  No.  Then  what  kind  of  statement  are 
you  making  about  homosexual  persons?  What 
kind  of  prejudices  are  you  tapping  and  enforcing 
among  your  readers?" 

Hicks  continued:  "Ager  was  a  teacher.  An  ex- 
cellent teacher.  A  discreet  teacher.  Your  insensi- 


tivity  has  angered  many  people  —  friends,  col- 
leagues, and,  most  importantly,  students ...  Men- 
tion only  of  his  sexual  preference,  few  details  of 
the  crime,  and  your  ridiculous  tie-in  with  the 
deaths  of  other  homosexual  teachers  leave  a 
totally  false  impression  of  Peter ...  Responsible 
journalism  requires  more  than  reporting  the 
selected  information  you  feel  will  sell  papers ... 
Many  persons  have  been  hurt  by  your  insensitive 
and  unbalanced  reporting." 

Following  the  Sun's  usual  style  of  appending 
very  brief  responses  to  letters,  editorial  director 
Ed  Monteith  replied:  "And  the  fact  remains  that 
he  died  because  he  was  a  homosexual;  a  fact 
rather  important  to  the  story." 

But  the  motive  for  the  murder  had  earlier  been 
identified  in  the  Sun  story  as  theft  of  "valuable 
coins."  Monteith  could  not  be  reached  for  com- 
ment. However,  he  told  a  reporter  for  The  Globe 
and  Mail  that  "sexual  orientation  is  not  news, 
ordinarily.  But,  according  to  the  police,  it  was 
pertinent  in  this  case." 

A  teenage  male  has  confessed,  and  is  in  custody, 
unidentified  under  the  Young  Offenders  Act. 

Apparently  unsatisfied  with  the  Sun's  re- 
sponse, a  group  of  Ager's  "friends,  colleagues 
and  former  students' '  placed  an  advertisement  in 
the  Toronto  Star  on  December  29,  explaining  the 
reasons  for  their  anger.  In  the  ad  Goretti  Vieira,  a 
former  student  of  Ager's  and  presently  in  Grade 
9  at  St  Luke's  Catholic  School,  where  Ager 
taught,  explained,  "His  death  is  no  reason  for  his 
personal  life  to  be  exposed  to  the  public.  What 
they  say  about  his  homosexuality  being  open  to 
the  community  was  not  true.  We  did  not  know. 
We  don't  even  know  if  it's  true  or  not.  But  we 
don't  care.  It  doesn't  matter.  It  won't  change 
who  he  was.  We  still  love  him  and  will  always  love 
him.  A  piece  of  each  of  our  lives  is  now  missing, 
and  will  never  be  replaced .' '  A  Ian  Orr  • 
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FRIENDS  AND  FORMER  STUDENTS  OF 

PETER  AGER 

ARE  ANGRY 

Friends,  colleagues  and  former  students  of  Peter  Ager.  teacher  at 
St.  Luke's  Catholic  School,  who  was  recently  murdered  in  his  Carlton 
Street  apartment,  are  hurl  and  angry  over  the  subsequent  sensational 
Toronto  Sun  coverage  of  his  death 

We  would  like  the  public  to  be  informed  about  the  man  we  knew  — 
a  devoted  and  hard-working  teacher,  who  had  the  respect  of  his 
colleagues  and  the  love  of  innumerable  friends. 

The  following  letter  by  a  former  student  was  selected  from  many  to 
represent  our  feelings  and  impressions  about  the  man  who  was  very 
speoaJ  to  all  of  us. 

"Peter  Ager  was  a  kind  and  thoughtful  person.  He  devoted  his  time 
freely  to  others.  As  a  teacher,  he  taught  us  well.  We  learned  many 
special  lessons  in  life  from  him.  As  our  coach,  he  trained  many  of  our 
school  teams.  He  was  a  very  humorous  person  —  that's  one  of  the 
many  reasons  the  students  learned  to  love  him  You  could  say  Mr. 
Ager  was  like  "The  Mister  Cool"  from  our  school  He  kept  up  with  the 
many  trends  and  was  interested  In  the  latest  pop  (rock)  music.  He  was 
one  of  the  first  teachers  to  come  to  mind  when  you'd  ask.  "Who's  your 
favorite  teacher?" 

He  was  not  only  loved  by  the  students  but  also  by  the  staff  of  St. 
Luke's  school.  Mr.  Ager  was  a  dose  friend  of  many  teachers  on  staff. 
His  death  came  as  a  shock  to  us  all  "Why  him?"  is  all  everyone  keeps 
saying. 

Hit  death  Is  no  reason  for  his  personal  life  to  be  exposed  to  the 
public.  What  they  say  about  his  homosexuality  being  open  to  the 
community  was  not  true.  We  did  not  know.  We  don't  even  know  If  It  Is 
true  or  not.  But  we  don't  care.  It  doesn't  matter.  It  won't  change  who 
he  was.  We  silt  love  him  and  will  always  love  him.  A  piece  of  each  of 
our  lives  Is  now  missing,  and  will  never  be  replaced. 

We  will  never  forget  him  We  mallze.  though,  that  each  of  us  must 

put  this  tragic  thing  behind  us  and  go  on  with  our  lives  But  that  Is  not 

to  say  welt  forget  him."  _     ^.,.  , 

*  "^  Goretti  Vieira 

Grade  9 
B.6WJDCR  222  RANDOLPH  BO,  TORONTO 
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is  looking  for 

a  production  and 

design  coordinator. 

We  have  an 
opening  on  our 

paid  staff 

for  a  creative,  energetic  man  or 

woman  to  coordinate  design  and 

production  of  The  Body  Politic  and 

our  free,  twice-monthly  tabloid,  Xtra. 

This  position  calls  for  a  person 

with  initiative,  visual  imagination, 

concern  for  details,  a  strong  sense 

of  responsibility  and  the  patience, 

organizational  and  communication 

skills  necessary  to  coordinate  the 

work  of  other  people  under  the 

pressure  of  deadlines.  A  good 

knowledge  of  typography, 

phototypesetting,  layout  and  graphic 

techniques  is  essential.  A 

background  in  magazine  design, 

production  and  promotion  would 

be  ideal. 

You'll  be  working  on  an  equal  footing 
with  a  team  of  paid  and  unpaid  staff. 
It's  important  that  you  be  in  general 
agreement  with  the  principles  of 
collective  operation  and  the  political 
goals  of  The  Body  Politic,  and  that 
you  be  able  to  function  well  in  an 
atmosphere  of  shared  decision- 
making and  responsibility. 

The  salary's  not  extravagant, 

but  the  position  is  challenging  and 

you'll  be  working  with  interesting 

people  in  an  informal,  open  and 

encouraging  environment. 

If  you  think  you  7/  like  to  join  The  Body 

Politic  team,  write  with  resume  no  later  than 

Friday,  February  28  to:  Production 

Position,  The  Body  Politic,  Box  7289,  Stn 

A,  Toronto,  ON  M52 1X9. 
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Fighting  dirty  in  New  Zealand 


Anti  law  reform 

MP  Norman 

"Normal"  Jones 

says  "This 

is  war!" 


ember  of  Parliament  Norman  "Nor- 
mal" Jones  has  publicly  admitted 
that  he  hopes  to  stall  voting  on  the  controversial 
homosexual  law  reform  bill  until  more  New  Zea- 
landers  die  of  AIDS,  believing  the  deaths  and  the 
surrounding  publicity  would  help  his  cause. 

"I  would  think  that  if  this  bill  goes  through  un- 
til after  Christmas  and  there's  another  six  or  sev- 
en deaths  from  AIDS  as  there  will  be  by  Christmas 
—  that  would  certainly  influence  some  of  these 
members  to  change  their  votes,"  said  Jones  in  a 
November  13  radio  interview. 

When  asked  by  radio  host  Frances  Danneher  if 
his  tactics  could  be  described  as  "scare  tactics," 
Jones  claimed,  "It's  the  same  tactics  as  the  ho- 
mosexual people  are  taking.  They  know  damned 
well  that  if  this  bill  isn't  passed  this  session  ... 
deaths  from  AIDS  will  see  to  it  that  it's  never  pas- 
sed.... If  those  people  (with  AIDS)  die,  and  they 
should  die,  and  they  will . . .  looking  to  be  dying  in 
the  next  three  or  four  months,  and  the  bill's  not 
through  by  then,  of  course  it  will  help  our  cause.' ' 

Danneher  observed  that  "It  seems  it's  a  pretty 
rough  sort  of  game,  really..."  to  which  Jones  re- 


Rough  tactics:  MP  Norman  Jones  hopes  AIDS  deaths  will  stop  law  reform  bill 


Bill  Sutton:  No  protection  for  the  closeted 

plied,  "It's  rough  justice." 

He  said, ' 'This  is  a  war.  A  war  between  people 
who  knowingly  undertake  sodomy  and  anal  in- 
tercourse knowing  they're  going  to  infect  their 
other  partner,  and  not  only  that...  a  lot  of  them 
are  infecting  their  wives  —  heterosexual  wives. 
They're  infecting  prostitutes  because  they're 
having  it  off  both  ways.  They're  infecting  inno- 
cent homophiliacs,  so  far  as  I'm  concerned  no 
quarter  is  being  given  and  no  quarter  is  being  ask- 
ed. I  am  out  to  defeat  this  thing  because  people 
that  get  this  disease  are  going  to  die  and  as  far  as 


I'm  concerned  innocent  heterosexuals  don't  de- 
serve that  sort  of  thing  put  upon  them  by  the  ho- 
mosexual community." 

Debate  over  the  reform  bill  which  was  pro- 
posed by  Wellington  Labour  MP  Fran  Wilde  last 
March  continues  to  rage  in  New  Zealand's  Parli- 
ament. Wilde's  proposed  legislation  would  make 
sex  between  men  legal  in  New  Zealand  for  the 
first  time.  (Currently  the  penalty  for  gay  male  sex 
in  that  country  is  seven  years  in  prison.  Lesbian 
sex  is  not  illegal.)  It  would  make  16  the  age  of 
consent  for  heterosexual  and  homosexual  acts 
and  would  ban  discrimination  on  the  grounds  of 
sexual  orientation. 

The  bill  has  passed  the  Select  Committee  stage, 
during  which  submissions  were  heard  from  the 
general  public,  and  the  second  reading  in  the 
House.  It  is  now  on  the  floor  for  debate  although, 
because  it  is  a  private  member's  bill,  this  is  ex- 
pected to  be  a  slow  process. 

Several  MPs  proposed  amendments  to  the  bill 
before  Parliament  adjourned  for  Christmas. 
Previous  attempts  at  reform  of  New  Zealand's 
archaic  laws  against  homosexuality  have  broken 
down  at  this  stage,  since  the  gay  community  was 
unwilling  to  support  attempts  at  compromise. 

One  of  the  first  amendments  to  be  proposed 
came  from  National  Party  MP  Philip  Burdon. 
He  called  for  an  age  of  consent  of  20  for  both  het- 
erosexual anal  intercourse  and  all  forms  of  sex 
between  gay  men.  He  called  Wilde's  reform  pro- 
posal "radical  and  over-dramatic,"  but  ex- 
plained that  he  will  only  make  his  proposal  if  the 
relevant  sections  of  her  bill  are  defeated  with  the 
effect  of  leaving  the  current  law  unchanged. 
Former  National  Party  cabinet  minister  George 
Gair  has  proposed  18  as  the  age  of  consent  for  all 
types  of  anal  intercourse,  regardless  of  the  sex  of 
the  participants. 

Anti-reform  MP  Geoff  Braybrooke,  who  has 


referred  to  Wilde's  reforms  as  "filth,"  put  for- 
ward two  amendments.  The  first  says  in  effect 
that  if  the  bill  were  to  pass,  in  whatever  form,  it 
could  not  become  law  until  the  Governor  Gener- 
al was  satisfied  that  various  provisions  had  been 
met.  These  include  a  Royal  Commission  report 
and  a  national  referendum  in  which  a  majority  of 


voters  indicated  that  they  were  in  favour  of  both 
decriminalization  of  homosexuality  and  human 
rights  protection  for  lesbians  and  gay  men.  This 
amendment  has  been  criticized  for  placing  execu- 
tive power  in  the  hands  of  the  Governor  General. 

Braybrooke,  a  Vietnam  veteran,  also  pro- 
poses that  any  changes  to  the  civil  law  regarding 
homosexual  acts  not  affect  members  of  the  arm- 
ed forces.  He  suggests  that  discrimination  on  the 
grounds  of  sexual  orientation  not  be  outlawed  in 
the  case  of  employment  in  the  armed  forces,  the 
police  force,  as  a  traffic  officer  or  officer  in  a  pe- 
nal institution. 

His  second  amendment  seeks  to  change  the 
Human  Rights  Commission  Act.  It  proposes  to 
add  a  clause  allowing  rules  in  primary  and  secon- 
dary schools  prohibiting  sexual  behaviour  gener- 
ally, or  any  particular  type  of  sexual  behaviour. 

MP  Bill  Sutton  proposes  1 6  as  the  age  of  consent 
for  most  homosexual  acts,  but  18  for  anal  inter- 
course, regardless  of  whether  it's  gay  or  straight. 

Sutton  has  also  proposed  amendments  to  the 
Human  Rights  section  of  the  bill.  He  would  re- 
move protection  for  those  people  who  are  dis- 
criminated against  because  they  are  thought  to  be 
gay.  In  effect,  this  would  make  it  impossible  to 
take  a  grievance  to  the  Human  Rights  Commis- 
sion unless  the  complainant  were  willing  to  ac- 
knowledge her  or  his  sexual  orientation.  Sutton 
also  proposes  to  allow  discrimination  in  the  case 
of  employment  in  a  private  household  or  in  a  re- 
ligious institution  where  homosexuality  was  con- 
trary to  the  doctrine  of  the  religion.  Sutton  would 
also  allow  religious  bodies  to  discriminate 
against  lesbians  and  gay  men  who  apply  for 
ordination  as  ministers. 

Parliament  resumes  sitting  in  late  February 
and  it  will  probably  be  April  or  May  before  the 
fate  of  Fran  Wilde's  bill  is  finally  decided  by  the 
House.  • 


La  f  amille,  c'est  quoi? 

No  health  benefits  for  lesbian  couple  since  women  can  7  be  married 


RENNES  —  A  court  of  appeal  ruled  in  early  De- 
cember that  the  term  "marital  life,"  as  defined  in 
French  social  security  law  does  not  apply  to  gay 
relationships. 

The  decision  upheld  an  earlier  ruling  by  a 
grand  tribunal  in  Nantes  which  refused  to  allow  a 
lesbian  to  extend  her  health  insurance  benefits  to 
her  lover  —  a  benefit  enjoyed  by  unmarried  het- 
erosexual couples. 

The  litigation  was  undertaken  by  Nadia 
Lakjda,  after  the  social  security  commission  tri- 
bunal in  Nantes  ruled  two  years  ago  that  she  and 
her  lover,  Annie  Dupas,  did  not  have  a 
"marital"  relationship.  Their  case  is  the  first  one 
in  which  a  gay  couple  has  claimed  marital  status 
in  order  to  qualify  for  joint  insurance  benefits. 

Although  Dupas  and  Lakjda  have  since  mov- 
ed apart,  they  appealed  the  tribunal's  ruling  as  a 
matter  of  principle.  The  judges  in  Nantes  ruled 
that  they  did  not  have  a  "marital"  relationship 
because  they  weren't  capable  of  "founding  a 
family."  This  was  despite  the  fact  that  Nadia  is 
the  mother  of  three  children.  The  ruling  stated 
that  "the  life  together  of  two  persons  of  the  same 
sex  declaring  themselves  as  cohabitants  does  not 


constitute  marital  life  in  the  sense  of  Article  1 3  of 
the  law  of  January  2, 1978  relative  to  the  general 
application  of  social  security." 

The  appeals  court  in  Rennes  upheld  the  judge- 
ment on  the  basis  that  "dictionaries  define  con- 
cubinage or  marital  life  as  the  state  of  a  man  and  a 
woman  living  together  as  husband  and  wife  with- 
out being  married."  The  judgement  also  said 
that,  "therefore  defined  by  explicit  reference  to 
marriage  as  a  state  having  the  complete  appear- 
ance of  a  marriage  in  the  eyes  of  a  third  party, 
marital  life  implies  a  sharing  of  life  or  a  perman- 
ent and  stable  relationship  between  two  persons 
and  the  sexual  heterogeneity  of  the  couple."  And 
the  court  concluded  that  "it  appears  therefore, 
whatever  the  evolution  of  the  morals  and  mental- 
ity, that  the  community  does  not  view  two  per- 
sons of  the  same  sex  as  husband  and  wife  simply 
because  they  are  a  stable  couple."  • 

Translated  from  Oat  Pied  by  Anna  Marie  Smith. 


THE  BODY  POLITIC  •  FEB  1986  •  21 


ii> 


That's  What  Friends  Are  For 


The  hit  single  written  by 
Burt  Bacharach  &  Carole  Bayer  Sager 

and  performed  by  Dionne  Warwick 

and  friends  Stevie  Wonder,  Elton  John 

and  Gladys  Knight 


99 


ARISTA  RECORDS 

and  The  Performing  Artists 

are  pleased  to  announce  that  all 

proceeds  from  sales  of  the  single  within 

The  Dominion  of  Canada  will  be 

donated  to  AIDS  Support  Groups 

throughout  the  country 

Watch  for  the  upcoming  Video 
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Emergency  sex  ban  to  stay 

New  York  Public  Health  Council  votes  to  keep  high-risk  sex  ban  in  effect 


NEW  YORK  -  The  state  Public  Health  Council 
voted  almost  unanimously  December  20  to  make 
the  emergency  regulations  permitting  closure  of 
establishments  which  allow  "high  risk"  sex  on 
their  premises  into  permanent  policy. 

The  ban  on  unsafe  sex  was  instituted  October 
24, 1985  on  a  60-day  emergency  basis.  It  author- 
ized closing  the  Mineshaft,  a  Greenwich  Village 
fuck  bar,  and  the  New  St  Mark's  Baths  in  the  East 
Village.  The  Anvil,  another  backroom  bar,  clos- 
ed voluntarily.  Plato's  Retreat,  a  primarily 
heterosexual  swinger's  club,  was  also  closed  in 
the  wake  of  allegations  of  prostitution  on  its 
premises  but  has  since  reopened  pending  a  court 
ruling  on  the  allegations. 

' '  High  risk' '  sex  is  defined  in  the  policy  as  anal 
or  oral  intercourse  and  New  York  gay  activists 
are  calling  the  regulations  a  reinstitution  of  sod- 
omy laws.  Darrell  Yates  Rist,  of  the  Gay  and  Les- 
bian Anti-Defamation  League,  said  the  "effect 
of  the  council's  regulation  of  anal  intercourse 
and  fellatio  is  to  outlaw,  in  certain  environments, 
the  only  two  means  of  male  homosexual  inter- 
course and  are,  in  fact,  sodomy  laws."  The  Pub- 
lic Health  Council  has  repeatedly  refused  to  in- 
clude vaginal  intercourse  as ' ' high-risk"  activity . 

New  York  State  Health  Commissioner  Dr 
David  Axelrod  stated  at  the  hearing  that  decided 
the  fate  of  the  emergency  ban  that  "a  relatively 
small  proportion"  of  AIDS  cases  in  women  come 
from  vaginal  intercourse  with  an  infected  man. 
Axelrod  claimed  that,  in  many  cases,  women 
with  AIDS  had  also  had  anal  and  oral  sex  so  that 
it  was  impossible  to  isolate  the  mode  of  trans- 
mission of  the  disease. 

The  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  has 
launched  a  lawsuit  to  try  to  overturn  the  regula- 
tions. The  suit  claims  that  the  ban  on  oral  and  an- 


al sex  discriminates  against  gay  people  and  con- 
stitutes government  invasion  into  people's  pri- 
vate sexual  lives. 

At  the  December  20th  meeting,  the  Public 
Health  Council  did  acknowledge  some  of  the  cri- 
ticisms that  have  been  lodged  against  the  regula- 
tions. In  response  to  accusations  that  the  ban  ig- 
nores needle  drug  use  as  a  mode  of  AIDS  transmis- 
sion, Dr  Morton  Hyman,  chairman  of  the  council, 
said  that '  'limiting  the  language  of  the  regulation  to 
one  form  of  high-risk  activity  does  not  imply  that  it 
is  the  only  form  of  high-risk  activity." 

Hyman  denied  that  the  regulations  were  a 
form  of  anti-sodomy  laws  and  said  the  council 
does  not  advocate  "the  criminalization  of  private 
sexual  activity  between  consenting  adults."  He 


said,  "It  is  deplorable  that  some  have  used  these 
proceedings  to  feed  the  flames  of  homophobia. 
Such  action  is  to  be  condemned." 

Dr  Victor  Sidel,  professor  of  social  medicine  at 
Montefiore  Medical  Centre,  cast  the  single  dis- 
senting vote  on  the  1 5-member  council.  He  said  it 
was  "not  good  public  policy"  to  single  out  one 
activity  associated  with  transmission  of  AIDS  for 
regulation.  Such  policy,  he  said,  "diverts  atten- 
tion from  other  aspects  of  the  problem." 

The  Public  Health  Council  did  adopt  a  resolu- 
tion calling  intravenous  drug  use  a  "major  risk 
activity"  and  calling  for  public  education,  yet  it 
did  not  address  the  issue  of  the  bathhouses  as  im- 
portant centres  for  the  dissemination  of  safe  sex 
educational  material.  • 


Dr  David  Axelrod:  vaginal  intercourse  is  not  high  risk 
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Condoms  help  stop  AIDS 

AIDS  researchers  study  safes,  artificial  insemination 


A  study  done  at  the  University  of  California  at 
San  Francisco  confirms  that  condoms  effectively 
block  transmission  of  the  AIDS  virus. 

Researcher  Dr  Marcus  Conant  said,  "It  was 
time  to  put  some  science  under  the  message"  that 
use  of  condoms  is  essential  to  the  practice  of  safe 
sex. 

Five  over-the-counter  brands  made  from  three 
different  materials  —  latex,  natural  membrane 
and  synthetic  membrane  —  were  used  in  the  stu- 
dy done  by  Conant  and  colleague  Dr  Jay  Levy. 
The  condoms  were  fitted  over  large  syringes,  then 
a  fluid  containing  the  AIDS  virus  was  pumped  in- 
to them.  "This  created  a  similar  force  as  that 
found  during  actual  intercourse,"  explained 
Conant  in  an  interview  in  The  Bay  Area  Repor- 
ter. He  said  the  amount  of  virus  in  the  experimen- 
tal fluid  was  several  times  higher  than  that  found 
in  nature. 

The  condoms  were  suspended  for  30  minutes  in- 
side beakers  containing  uncontaminated  fluid.  In 
no  instance  did  virus-infected  fluid  escape  from  a 
condom  to  contaminate  the  fluid  in  the  beaker. 

"This  research  proves  that  using  condoms,  us- 
ing them  carefully,  and  using  them  every  time 
you  have  sex,  will  effectively  prevent  the  trans- 
mission of  the  AIDS  virus,"  said  Conant. 

Organizers  in  the  fight  against  AIDS  note  that 


an  important  part  of  using  condoms  properly  is 
the  type  of  lubricant  selected  for  use  with  a  con- 
dom. Petroleum-based  products  such  as  Vaseline 
and  baby  oil  will  chemically  break  down  latex 
condoms.  For  this  reason,  water-based  lubri- 
cant, like  KY  Jelly,  must  be  used. 

Tim  Wolfred,  executive  director  of  the  San 
Francisco  AIDS  foundation  has  announced  that 
negotiations  are  underway  with  a  major  condom 
manufacturer  to  include  safe  sex  information  in 
packets  of  condoms. 

Wolfred  said  that  in  spite  of  the  results  of  the 
UCSF  study ,  anal  sex  with  a  condom  must  remain 
on  the  "possibly  unsafe"  list  of  sexual  activities. 
This  is  because  breakage  of  a  condom  due  to  poor 
quality  or  improper  use  could  lead  to  transmis- 
sion of  the  AIDS  virus. 

In  Britain,  Prophyltex  Red  Stripe  brand  con- 
doms are  being  marketed  specifically  for  gay 
men.  Developed  in  France,  Red  Stripes  are  stron- 
ger than  most  condoms  available,  according  to 
distributor  Patrick  Moylett,  and  suitable  for  use 
against  transmission  of  infection.  Each  pack  of 
Red  Stripes  contains  a  summary  of  safe  sex 
guidelines.  The  condoms  are  endorsed  by  the 
Terrence  Higgjns  Trust  and  Dr  Charles  Farthing, 
a  London  AIDS  specialist. 
• 
American  and  Venezuelan  researchers  have  re- 


leased the  results  of  a  study  of  224  aboriginal  Indi- 
ans living  in  the  Amazon  rain  forest  which  shows 
that  four  percent  tested  positive  for  the  AIDS  virus 
antibody  in  their  bloodstreams.  Of  the  nine  people 
whose  blood  was  shown  to  contain  the  antibody, 
five  were  women.  All  appeared  healthy. 

Writing  in  the  British  medical  journal  Lancet, 
the  American  and  Venezuelan  researchers  who 
conducted  the  study  speculated  that  the  positive 
findings  resulted  from  the  presence  of  a  virus  that  is 
a  non-lethal  ancestor  of  the  AIDS  virus.  This  could 
mean  that  the  AIDS  virus  is  "benign  until  in- 
fluenced by  other  co-factors."  Determining  what 
these  co-factors  might  be  requires  further  research. 

• 
The  Lesbian  Insemination  Project  of  San  Fran- 
cisco is  conducting  a  study  of  400  women  insem- 
inated since  1980  to  assess  their  possibility  of  in- 
fection with  AIDS. 

Four  women  in  Australia  have  been  reported 
as  testing  positive  for  the  AIDS  virus  antibody  fol- 
lowing insemination  with  sperm  from  a  symp- 
tomless man  who  later  also  tested  positive.  None 
of  the  women  became  pregnant  following  insem- 
ination, and  only  one  showed  any  symptoms  of 
illness  —  persistent  swollen  lymph  glands  and  re- 
current sores  in  her  mouth. 

Lesbians  are  considered  good  subjects  for  a 
study  on  AIDS  and  insemination  because  many 
have  deliberately  chosen  gay  men  as  donors  and 
they  are  likely  to  have  had  fewer  sexual  contacts 
with  men  which  would  provide  other  potential 
sources  of  infection. 

The  researchers  have  guaranteed  anonymity 


for  subjects  of  the  study,  and  will  provide  further 
testing  and  counselling  for  any  women  who  test 
positve  for  the  AIDS  antibody. 

• 
France's  Pasteur  Institute  announced  December 
14  that  it  has  filed  suit  in  the  US  Court  of  Claims  to 
establish  that  it  discovered  the  AIDS  virus  before 
American  researchers  did.  At  stake  are  "very  large 
sums"  in  royalties,  according  to  Raymond 
Dedonder,  director  of  the  Pasteur  Institute. 

The  Pasteur  Institute  has  been  unable  ot  ob- 
tain a  US  patent  for  a  test  for  antibodies  to  the  vi- 
rus that  was  discovered  by  Luc  Montagnier, 
Jean-Claude  Chermann  and  Frangois  Barre- 
Sinoussi.  It  is  known  as  lymphadenopathy  asso- 
ciated virus  or  LAV.  The  virus  was  isolated  in  the 
United  States  by  a  team  led  by  Dr  Robert  Gallo  of 
the  National  Cancer  Institute.  There  it  is  referred 
to  as  "human  T-cell  lymphotropic  virus,  type 
III,"  or  HTLV-III.  A  patent  for  an  AIDS  virus  an- 
tibody test  based  on  Gallo's  work  was  granted  in 
1985  and  the  test  is,  for  better  or  worse,  now  com- 
mercially available. 

Dedonder  told  a  news  conference  that  there  is 
"still  cooperation  and  exchange  of  material" 
between  the  French  and  American  teams,  and 
"there  are  meetings  on  AIDS  almost  every 
week."  He  said  he  hopes  the  court  case  will  give 
impetus  to  a  negotiated  solution  to  the  question 
of  royalties.  • 


Bathhouse  bosses 
back  behind  bars 

BRUSSELS  —  The  Court  of  Appeals  has  over- 
turned the  acquittal  of  Rudy  Haenan  and  Profes- 
sor Michel  Vincineau  on  charges  of  keeping  a  dis- 
orderly house,  following  an  appeal  by  the  State 
Prosecutor  (see  TBP 1 17  and  1 18). 

The  men  spent  two  months  in  prison  before  the 
trial  on  charges  laid  following  police  raids  on  the 
Macho  saunas  in  Brussels  and  Antwerp.  They 
were  only  released  after  strong  protest  by  Belgian 
gay  and  civil  liberties  groups.  Vincineau  used  his 
time  in  jail  to  write  a  book  on  Belgian  "debau- 
chery" laws  which  was  published  in  the  summer 
of  1985.  They  were  acquitted  last  May. 

The  ruling  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  sent  both 
men  back  to  prison.  Vincineau  was  sentenced  to 
one  year  and  a  fine  of  30,000  Belgian  francs  (al- 
most $11,000  Canadian).  Heanan  received  six 
months  in  prison  but  was  fined  60,000  francs.  In 
addition,  according  to  an  IGA  press  release,  both 
men  are  deprived  of  their  political  and  civil  rights 
for  five  years. 

The  overturned  acquittal  had  set  an  important 
precedent  in  Belgian  law,  establishing  that  the 
laws  against ' '  debauchery"  dealt  only  with  pros- 
titution. Previous  to  the  Macho  case,  the  laws 
were  used  to  criminalize  a  wide  variety  of  sexual 
behaviour.  The  new  ruling  stated  that  it  was  not 
necessary  to  establish  that  acts  of  prostitution 
were  taking  place  in  order  to  find  that  indecency 
was  going  on.  Indecency  was  defined  as  "lascivi- 
ous and  immoral  sexual  acts"  although  these 
acts  are  not  mentioned  elsewhere  in  the  Belgian 
Penal  Code. 

The  judgement  stated  that  the  gay  bathhouses, 
Macho  I  in  Antwerp  and  Macho  2  in  Brussels, 
were  functioning  as  meeting  places  for  homosex- 
uals and  the  president  of  the  Court  of  Appeals 
said  he  did  not  wish  to  protect  sex  outside  the 
continued  on  page  24 
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continued  from  page  23 
sphere  of  private  homes.  Furthermore,  he  stated, 
the  admittance  of  such  "houses  of  debauchery" 
would,  in  the  long  run,  have  implications  for  the 
annihilation  of  the  human  race. 

Professor  Vincineau  was  sentenced  to  a  longer 
jail  term  than  his  partner  because  the  court  con- 
sidered the  association  of  a  university  professor 
with  a  gay  bathhouse  "improper." 

No  further  appeal  of  the  case  is  possible,  and  it 
is  not  known  what  the  implications  of  the  court 
decision  will  be  for  the  future  of  the  Macho  baths 
or  other  Belgian  saunas.  Macho  Brussels  re- 
opened after  the  acquittal  in  May.  • 

Military  AIDS  test 
results  in 

WASHINGTON  -  Contrary  to  early  reports  that 
recruits  to  the  American  military  forces  were  tes- 
ting positive  for  the  AIDS  virus  antibody  twice  as 
often  as  civilians,  the  US  Defense  Department 
now  says  the  number  of  positive  tests  is  much 
smaller  than  originally  predicted. 

The  Boston  Globe  reported  in  early  December 
that  from  the  first  7 1 ,680  antibody  tests  adminis- 
tered, one  out  of  every  1 ,400  tests  was  positive. 
The  percentage  in  the  general  public  is  one  in  ev- 
ery 2,500. 

An  anonymous ' '  informed  source' '  told  Asso- 
ciated Press  the  "actual  numbers  are,  indeed, 
small."  No  actual  cases  of  AIDS  have  been  dis- 


covered as  a  result  of  the  testing. 

Mandatory  testing  of  all  military  personnel  be- 
gan October  15.  Defence  Secretary  Caspar 
Weinberger  signed  a  policy  directive  allowing  ac- 
tive duty  personnel  who  test  positive  to  stay  in  the 
armed  forces,  but  new  recruits  who  test  positive 
are  barred.  So  far  66  people  have  been  refused  en- 
try into  the  military  because  of  positive  AIDS  an- 
tibody test.  • 

Lesbian  Lord  Mayor 

MANCHESTER  -  The  City  of  Manchester  has 
chosen  an  openly  lesbian  woman  as  its  mayor  — 
the  first  in  English  history. 

Margaret  Roff,  44,  was  selected  as  Lord  May- 
or November  1 3  by  the  city's  Labour  Party  coun- 
cil. The  prominent  gay  rights  activist  has  been  a 
member  of  city  council  for  four  years. 

She  announced  that  she  will  not  assume  the  ti- 
tle "Lord  Mayor"  but  will  simply  be  known  as 
"Chair"  of  city  council.  Asked  who  will  fulfill 
the  duties  of  Lord  Mayor's  Consort,  a  role  usual- 
ly played  by  the  mayor's  wife,  Roff  replied,  "I 
will  be  accompanied  by  a  Labour  Party  member 
from  my  ward."  • 

World  News  Credits 

Compiled  by  Gillian  Rodgerson  and  Anna  Marie  Smith  from  The 
Advocate  (Los  Angeles),  Bay  Area  Reporter  (San  Francisco),  Gai 
Pied  (Paris),  Gay  Times  (London),  The  New  York  Native  (New 
York  City),  Philadelphia  Gay  News  (Philadelphia),  Pink  Triangle 
(Wellington),  Windy  City  Times  (Chicago),  Stephen  Hunt  (Chica- 
go), Casimir  Elsen  (Heusden). 


Jimi  Sommerville  (r)  and  Richard  Coles,  "The  Com- 
munards," have  a  new  single  out.  YouAreMy  World  is  a  romantic  love 
song  to  a  boy.  Sommerville  hopes  '  'the  song  gets  across  to  ordinary  people  the  point  that  gays  have 
the  same  thoughts  and  feelings  as  everybody  else.  That  we  get  all  silly  and  romantic  too." 

Strangely  enough,  the  song  has  had  no  airplay  on  the  BBC.  Radio  One  denies  that  it 's  been  banned 
—  they  learned  their  lesson  with  Frankie  Goes  to  Hollywood 's  Relax  —  but  You  Are  My  World  has 
been  conspicuous  by  its  absence  from  the  British  airwaves. 
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Selby  Hotel 


You've  slept  uith 
the  resf. . . 
Now  sleep  with 
the  best 


Double  Occupancy  from  $30 


Gratify  yourself  — 

we've  got  the  men  and 
Torontos  friendliest  bars. 


B^TS 


BUD'S 


Bop  til  you 
drop 


Cruisy  video  bar 


uith  games  and  juke  box. 


592  Sherboume  St.  Toronto  M4X  114 
(just  below  Bloor  St.  £  ;  (416)  921-3142 


LETTER  FROM  MELBOURNE 


Tinseltown  and  St  Petersburg 

With  its  remarkable  spirit  of  community  and  bars  that  stay  open  until 

7am,  Melbourne  has  all  the  necessities  for  gay  life  except  a  good 

climate  and  nude  beaches  —  Sydney  has  those 


Then  The  Body  Politic 

is  right  where  you  are.  Check 

the  list  below  for  the  location 

of  the  outlet  nearest  you, 

and  get  your  copy  of  TBP 

hot  off  the  press. 


DOWNTOWN 

Edwards  Books  &  Art,  421  Bloor  E 
W  H  Smith,  Hudson's  Bay  Centre, 

Bloor  &  Yonge 
Boots  at  the  Selby,  592  Sherbourne 

Fairway  Variety,  520  Parliament 

Books  &  Chocolates,  584  Parliament 

Parliament  Smoke  &  Gift,  609  Parliament 

Chaps,  9  Isabella 

Hitch-n-Post,  529  Yonge 

Records  on  Wheels,  621  Yonge 

Longhouse  Book  Shop.  630  Yonge 

Book  City,  663  Yonge 

Glad  Day  Bookshop.  648A  Yonge 

Min-A-Mart,  557  Church  St 

Toolbox,  18  Eastern 

Cameo  Club,  95  Trinity 

Topper  Books,  289  Yonge 

Mottel  Book  Shop,  329  Yonge 

Phantasy  Books,  329  1/2  Yonge 

Time  Square  Books,  369  Yonge 

Atalanta  Variety,  368  Church 

Club  Baths,  231  Mutual 

This  Ain't  the  Rosedale  Library, 

1 10  Queen E 

Olympia  Gift  Shop,  Toronto  Star  Building, 

Yonge &  Queen's  Quay 

World's  Biggest  Bookstore 

20  Edward  St 

Roman  II  Health  &  Recreation  Spa,  742  Bay 

Lichtman's  News  &  Books,  The  Atrium,  595  Bay  | 

Lichtman's  News  &  Books.  34  Adelaide  W 

Classic  Bookshop,  Royal  Bank  Plaza,  200  Bay 

W  H  Smith.  TD  Centre.  King  and  Bay 

Lovecraft,  63  Yorkville 

Book  Cellar,  142  Yorkville 

University  Bookroom,  63A  St  George 

Toronto  Women's  Bookstore,  73  Harbord 

Reader's  Den,  208  Bloor  W 

SCM  Book  Room,  333  Bloor  W 

Book  City,  501  Bloor  W 

Textbook  Store.  U  of  T  Campus 

Bob  Miller  Book  Room,  1 80  Bloor  W 

A  S  Smoke  &  Gift  Shop,  273  College 

All  Booked  Up,  Village-by-the-Grange, 

105  McCaul 

Pages  Book  Stores.  256  Queen  W 

Edwards  Books  &  Art,  356  Queen  W 

Barracks,  56Widmer 

EAST  TORONTO 

Beaches  Book  Shop.  2199  Queen  E 

Cambridge  Tuck  Shop 

50  Cambridge 

Booksmith,  201 2B  Queen  E 

Garfield.  Gerrard  Square. 

Gerrard  &  Pape 

NORTH  TORONTO 

Nu-Claire's  Cigar  Store,  1636  Bayview 

Bookworks,  2409  Yonge 

The  Book  Nook.  2481  Yonge 

Lichtman's  News  &  Books,  1430  Yonge 

Book  Cellar,  1560  Yonge 

McPherson  Discount  Variety,  214  Macpherson 

WEST  TORONTO 

Bloor  Discount  Variety.  610  Bloor  W 

EAST  YORK 

Thornclille  News  Stand.  45  Overlea 

NORTH  YORK 

York  University  Bookroom. 
Keele  &  Steeles  campus 

MISSISSAUGA 

Insight  Books  Sheridan  Mall 


I  am  writing  this  in  the  afterglow  of  Austra- 
lia's first  national  conference  on  AIDS,  a 
government-sponsored  gathering  at  which 
enough  gay  delegates  came  from  across  the  coun- 
try to  establish  a  national  federation  of  AIDS  or- 
ganizations. In  that  sense  it  was  like  the  Canadian 
national  conference  I  attended  in  Montreal  in 
May,  but  because  it  was  also  an  official  govern- 
ment gathering  it  brought  together  many  of  the 


"One  of  the  great 
Australian  sports  is  to 
compare  Sydney  and 
Melbourne.  The  conflict 
is  a  bit  like  that 
between  Montreal  and 
Toronto,  although  the 
differences  are  far  less 
real.  Nonetheless, 
many  people  claim  to 
see  proof  of  the  trad- 
itional cliches  about 
the  two  cities  in  the 
way  AIDS  is  being 
handled  in  each." 


relevant  medical  and  public  health  officials  from 
across  Australia,  and  generated  quite  con- 
siderable press  coverage. 

In  relation  to  the  cases  in  Australia — now  just 
over  one  hundred  —  there  has  been  both  greater 
hysteria  and  government  response  than  any- 
where in  the  world.  The  latter  has  ranged  from 
the  punitive  —  with  legislation  in  New  South 
Wales  for  the  reporting  of  positive  antibody  sta- 
tus, and  in  Queensland  to  shut  down  bars  that 
serve  "deviants,  sex  perverts  and  child 
molesters"  —  to  the  supportive,  including  assis- 
tance for  AIDS  organizations  and  education  from 
the  federal  and  Victoria  state  governments. 

These  differences  are  not  to  be  explained  solely 
by  party  allegiances.  While  the  three  non-labour 
governments,  in  Queensland,  Tasmania  and  the 
Northern  Territories,  are  the  least  sympathetic  to 
the  gay  community  (with  the  Premier  of  Queens- 
land maintaining  until  last  year  that  there  were  no 
homosexuals  in  his  Deep-North  state,  and  still, 
though  he's  discovered  he  was  wrong,  refusing  to 
talk  officially  to  the  Queensland  AIDS  council), 
the  Labour  premier  of  New  South  Wales  tells 
those  who  oppose  his  legislation  on  AIDS  testing 
that  they  have  been  "conned"  by  gay  apologists, 
invoking  the  "Stockholm  syndrome' '  to  explain 
how  hostages  take  on  the  views  of  their  captors. 
In  October  he  even  tried  this  line  on  the  visiting 
Dr  James  Curran  of  the  US  Centers  for  Disease 
Control  —  whom  many  American  AIDS  activists 
would  be  surprised  to  learn  they  hold  hostage. 

That  gay  life  here  is  increasingly  dominated  by 
AIDS  only  serves  to  underline  that  this  is  the  cru- 
cial concern  of  gay  men  everywhere.  Yet  there  are 


certain  variations  between  our  experience  and 
that  of  North  America  —  least  so  in  Sydney, 
where  the  case  load  is  greatest;  most  so  in  Mel- 
bourne and  Adelaide,  where  there  are  well-or- 
ganized communities  and  a  low  number  of  cases. 

Sydney  prides  itself  on  being  one  of  the  world's 
great  homosexual  cities,  and  not  surprisingly  it 
has  the  bulk  of  Australia's  AIDS  cases.  It  is  also 
the  centre  of  the  Australian  equivalent  of  the 
Moral  Majority,  with  a  Church  of  England  (the 
closest  thing  we  have  to  an  established  church) 
whose  denunciation  of  homosexuals  is  only  ex- 
ceeded by  its  charity  towards  South  African 
apartheid.  The  New  South  Wales  synod  recently 
adopted  a  report  which  reinforced  the  traditional 
perception  of  homosexuality  as  a  sin,  and  allo- 
cated money  to  cure  the  sin  through  prayer. 
Meanwhile  the  Melbourne  diocese  of  the  church 
has  acknowleged,  without  much  enthusiasm, 
that  there  are  homosexuals  among  its  clergy. 

One  of  the  great  Australian  sports  is  to  com- 
pare Sydney  and  Melbourne  —  Tinseltown  and 
St  Petersburg,  as  one  literary  editor  termed  them 
a  few  years  ago.  The  conflict  is  a  bit  like  that  bet- 
ween Montreal  and  Toronto,  although  the  differ- 
ences are  far  less  real.  (Melbourne  is,  in  fact,  re- 
markably like  Toronto,  being  the  other  great  Vic- 
torian colonial  city  of  the  British  Empire  —  but 
Sydney  most  resembles  San  Diego.)  Nonethe- 
less, many  people  claim  to  see  proof  of  the  tradi- 
tional cliches  about  the  two  cities  in  the  way  AIDS 
is  being  handled  in  each. 

Sydney  not  only  has  the  cases  (and  not  just 
among  gay  men;  it  is  expected  to  be  the  place 
where  drug  users  and  prostitutes  are  most  at  risk) 
and  the  most  visible  gay  community  (known  in- 
ternationally for  its  annual  Mardi  Gras)  —  it  also 
has  the  most  messy  AIDS  wars,  among  both  me- 
dicos and  members  of  the  gay  community.  One 
of  the  major  battlegrounds  is  the  mass  antibody 
testing  programme  of  Sydney's  government- 
funded  AIDS  clinic,  which  is  strongly  opposed 
by  those  who  see  considerable  dangers  in  the  test. 

Melbourne,  on  the  other  hand,  is  the  tradition- 
al centre  of  Australian  medical  research  (its  Fair- 
field Hospital  is  one  of  five  World  Health  Organi- 
zation centres  for  the  international  coordination 
of  AIDS  work),  and  a  smaller  but  far  more  polit- 


" There  was  consider- 
able disquiet  among 
some  of  the  veterans  of 
the  gay  movement  here 
when,  at  the  young 
gays  conference,  no 
one  over  25  except 
those  specifically 
invited  to  lead  work- 
shops was  allowed  to 
speak.  It  is  always  a 
scary,  if  salutary, 
experience  to  realize 
that  the  next  genera- 
tion has  reached 
adulthood/' 


ically  cohesive  gay  movement.  Like  Toronto, 
Melbourne  sees  itself  as  "the  good"  —  but  this 
city  is  so  sure  of  it  that  it  wouldn't  bother  to  use 
the  accolade.  Outsiders  see  Melbourne  as  a  city 
that  shuts  down  at  10  o'clock,  "the  perfect 
place,"  said  Ava  Gardner  when  shooting  On  the 
Beach  here,  "to  make  a  film  about  the  end  of  the 
world."  In  fact,  Melbourne  bars  can  now  get  li- 
cences to  stay  open  until  7:00  am,  and  it  has  all 
the  appurtenances  of  modern  gay  life  possessed 
by  Sydney,  except  for  a  good  climate  and  nude 
beaches.  Both  cities  have  enough  saunas  and  oth- 
er sex  venues  to  make  the  debate  over  bar  and 
bath  closure  loom  as  a  real  problem  for  the  AIDS 
movement  in  the  next  year. 

I  came  to  live  in  Melbourne  this  July,  after 
spending  the  last  five  years  largely  in  the  United 
States,  and  the  decade  before  that  in  Sydney.  Ex- 
asperated as  I  am  by  the  physical  flatness  and 
drabness  of  this  city  after  Sydney  (which,  like 
Peter  Allen,  I  still  call  home),  I  find  gay  life  here 
both  more  communal  and  more  supportive  than 
in  Sydney.  Melbournians  do  tend  to  be  rather 
smug,  and  gay  Melbournians— other  than  those 
who  are  too  busy  yearning  for  the  bright  lights  of 
Sydney's  Oxford  Street  —  are  no  exception. 
Nonetheless,  it  is  true,  I  believe,  that  among  poli- 
ticized gay  people  here  (as  everywhere,  a  minori- 
ty of  the  homosexual  population)  there  is  a  quite 
remarkable  spirit  of  community. 

A  number  ot  years  ago  I  wrote  a  piece  following 
a  visit  to  Toronto  in  which  I  spoke  of  gossip  as  an 
essential  ingredient  of  community.  There  is  mali- 
cious gossip,  which  is  designed  to  show  that  others, 
especially  celebrities,  are  no  better  and  no  happier 
than  anyone  else;  and  there  is  supportive  gossip, 
which  is  like  that  of  an  extended  family.  The  latter 
is  certainly  the  kind  I  know  here  in  Melbourne;  I 
sometimes  feel  that  everyone  knows  what  you  do 
(and  with  whom)  even  before  you  do. 

Perhaps  the  most  interesting  development  here 
is  the  growth  of  a  new  style  of  gay  movement 
among  the  next  generation,  younger  than  those 
of  us  who  lived  through  Stonewall  (or  at  least  pre- 
tend that  we  did).  A  few  months  ago  Melbourne 
hosted  a  national  gay  conference  for  young  lesbi- 
ans and  gays,  with  some  federal  funding  as  part 
of  International  Youth  Year,  and  right  now  the 
Gay  Actors  ensemble  is  presenting  a  dramatic 
version  of  the  search  for  identity  among  gay 
people,  a  show  that  also  grew  out  of  International 
Youth  Year  activities. 

There  was  considerable  disquiet  among  some 
of  the  veterans  of  the  gay  movement  here  when,  at 
the  young  gays  conference,  no  one  over  25  except 
those  specifically  invited  to  lead  workshops  was 
allowed  to  speak.  The  temptation  to  sit  on  the 
sidelines  and  huff  about  people  re-inventing  the 
wheel  was  considerable.  It  is  always  a  scary,  if 
salutary,  experience  to  realize  that  the  next  gen- 
eration has  reached  adulthood,  and  doesn't  ne- 
cessarily share  our  values  and  perceptions. 

This  development  is,  of  course,  in  no  way  spe- 
cial to  Australia.  Indeed,  the  potential  for  gener- 
ational conflict  is  something  I  have  noticed  within 
the  gay  movement  across  North  America.  But  if 
we  are  to  survive  the  AIDS  epidemic  as  a  commu- 
nity and  a  movement,  we  will  need  new  ideas  and 
new  lifestyles  to  replace  those  essentially  invented 
by  the  generation  which  came  out  during  the 
Seventies.  What  I  see  in  Melbourne  makes  me 
hopeful  about  a  new  generation  beginning  to 
create  new  visions  and  new  ways  of 
behaving.  Dennis  Altman  • 

Dennis  Altaian's  latest  lxx>k,  Ml)\  in  the  Mind  of 
America,  has  just  been  released. 
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APOLOGIES 

:  strippers  as  the  upfront  line 
in  a  battle  to  communicate 


As  the  legal  and  political  assault  on 
them  escalates,  feminist  sex 
workers  are  defining  their  own 
issues,  for  a  change 


ome      time 

around   the 

turn    of  the 

century, 

someone   in 

I  the  Timothy 

I  Eaton  depart- 

I  ment-store 

empire  devised  a  glorious  plan.  Toronto's  lovely 

new  Eaton's  store,  at  Queen  and  Yonge,  would 

be  joined  by  another  several  blocks  north  at 

Yonge  and  College.  Next,  they  would  develop  all 

the  land  between  the  two  into  one  big  Eaton's 

store.  The  stock  market  crashed  after  they  built 

the  second  store  and  the  plan  was  shelved. 

Today  Yonge  Street  is  thronging  with  shop- 
pers, tourists  and  white-collar  workers  by  day. 
After  business  hours,  the  sidewalk  entertainers 
and  merchants,  pan-handlers,  streetwalkers  and 
thrill-seekers  kept  the  street  alive  —  though  not  as 
lively  as  it  once  was. 

In  the  late  sixties,  Yonge  Street  welcomed  the 
overflow  from  the  hippie  haven  of  Yorkville. 
Among  them  came  young  working-class  women 
who  considered  themselves  lucky  to  make  fairly 
decent  money  as  go-go  dancers.  A  couple  of 
sleazy  bars  on  the  strip  began  to  cater  to  gay  men 
and  spawned  some  of  the  first  local  gay  libera- 
tionists.  And  a  couple  of  unabashed  sex  shops 
opened  for  business. 

By  the  mid-seventies,  street  life  with  its  splash 
and  glitter  thrived  on  the  strip.  The  city  fathers 
even  considered  capitalizing  on,  and  controlling, 
the  street  by  creating  a  traffic-free  Yonge  Street 
mall.  Go-go  dancers  were  now  called  "exotic" 
dancers.  On  Track  One,  as  the  cops  called  it,  (the 
side  streets  east  of  Yonge),  where  straight  prosti- 
tution occurs,  and  Track  Two  (west  of  Yonge),  its 
gay  equivalent,  the  sex  trade  flourished.  Eventu- 
ally body-rub  parlours  opened  on,  or  just  off, 
Yonge  Street.  A  little  further  away  new  gay  bars 
and  a  few  baths  opened.  From  a  handful  of  agita- 
tors, the  gay  movement  had  grown  into  more 
than  a  dozen  organizations. 

All  of  this  was  not  what  the  city  fathers  and 
mothers  —  or  the  Eatons  —  had  in  mind.  A 
grand  plan  from  an  earlier  era  was  being  dusted 
off  and  reformulated  for  modern  conditions.  The 
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mall  would  have  to  make  way  for  a  mega-plaza: 
after  all,  the  street  was  getting  pretty  seedy. 

In  the  summer  of  1978,  on  the  roof  above  a 
body-rub  parlour,  police  found  the  murdered 
body  of  one  of  the  kids  who'd  tried  to  eke  out  a 
living  shining  shoes  on  Yonge  Street.  It  was  all 
they  needed.  The  cops  set  up  the  apparatus  they 
would  need  to  take  care  of  the  sex  trade  and  later 
the  gay  community.  When  they  closed  all  of  the 
body-rub  parlours  and  most  of  the  strip  clubs 
they  started  on  the  gay  baths;  in  late  1978,  the 
Yonge  Street  clean-up  squad  raided  the  Bar- 
racks. And  homos  and  hookers  have  been  near 
the  top  of  Metro's  finest's  hit  list  ever  since,  even 
though  the  cops  have  been  more  subtle  of  late. 
For  gay  men,  they've  refined  their  washroom  en- 
trapment techniques;  they  play  politics  with 
prostitution. 

As  the  economy  continues  to  founder  and 
young  people' can't  find  work,  an  increasing 
number  of  them  are  turning  to  places  like  Yonge 
Street  —  to  the  sex  trade  —  to  make  ends  meet. 
Police  in  most  Canadian  cities  have  claimed  their 
attempts  to  "clean-up"  were  frustrated  by  legal 
decisions  requiring  that  a  prostitute  be  pressing 
and  persistent  to  be  in  violation  of  the  law.  In  a 
number  of  cities,  police  ignored  existing  laws  that 
could  have  cleared  up  public  nuisances  associa- 
ted with  street  soliciting;  the  police  thereby  put 
effective  pressure  on  the  public  and  the  legislators 
to  give  them  the  laws  they  wanted.  In  the  ensuing 
public  outcry,  the  government  promised  to  study 
the  problem  seriously  and  so  hired  Vancouver 
lawyer  Paul  Fraser  to  head  up  a  committee  to 
travel  around  the  country  investigating  porno- 
graphy and  prostitution. 
• 

Gwendolyn  has  been  a  stripper  and  a  feminist 
for  ten  years.  I  first  met  her  when  she  appeared  in 
the  audience  of  a  panel  discussion  on  the  Fraser 
Committee  at  York  University.  Looking  for  all 
the  world  like  a  diligent  little  librarian,  she  im- 
pressed and  entertained  us  by  dropping  appar- 
ently substantiated  accusations,  like  well-placed 
bombs,  into  the  discussion.  She  had  recently  ap- 
proached the  YWCA  for  help  starting  a  strippers' 
support  group. 

Little  did  I  know  that  she  would  soon  join  me 
and  fellow-support-group  member  Maxine  —just 
graduated  from  university  and  about  to  marry  — 
in  a  lesbian  porn  experiment.  I  found  we  shared  a 
lot  of  political  common  ground  in  addition  to  the 
conviction  that  it's  not  enough  just  to  talk  about 


alternative  sexual  imagery,  and  that  they  had  a 
lot  to  teach  me. 

They  had  less-willing  students  in  the  members 
of  the  Fraser  Committee  who  were  approached 
by  the  Y  to  arrange  a  private  hearing  with  Maxine 
and  Gwendolyn.  While  they  listened  sympathet- 
ically enough,  and  even  included  a  few  liberal 
recommendations  (like  getting  rid  of  the  bawdy 
house  laws)  in  their  report,  the  committee's  re- 
pressive recommendations,  to  crack  down  on 
street  soliciting  and  beef  up  obscenity  laws,  have 
of  course  captured  the  government's  imagina- 
tion. With  the  recent  passage  of  Bill  C49,  a  round 
up  of  street  hookers  is  only  as  far  in  the  future  as 
the  next  warm  spell. 

The  feminist  movement  has  played  a  peculiar 
role  in  these  developments.  Many  veteran  sex- 
trade  workers  and  feminists  have  common  roots 
in  the  youth  revolts  of  the  sixties.  While  they  no 
doubt  came,  on  balance,  from  different  classes, 
they  often  shared  a  committment  to  sexual 
freedom. 

By  the  mid-seventies,  the  legal  and  political 
battle  for  women's  sexual  freedom,  which  had 
centred  on  reproductive  choice,  had  suffered  set- 
backs in  Canada.  By  the  late  seventies,  many 
feminists  were  less  concerned  with  sexual  free- 
dom for  pleasure  and  experimentation;  they  de- 
veloped the  analysis  that  freedom  from  danger 
was  a  prerequisite  to  pleasure.  The  political  con- 
servatism inevitably  bred  by  the  despair  of  hard 
times  took  an  early  toll  on  the  feminist  movement 
as  many  of  its  apparently  radical  elements  march- 
ed into  a  determined  alliance  with  a  re-charged 
radical  right-wing  in  a  bid  to  stamp  out  pornogra- 
phy. Thus  some  feminists  are  deliberately  fuelling 
anti-sex  hysteria  at  a  time  when  other  feminists 
are  involved  in  renewed  attempts  to  secure 
women's  reproductive  freedom,  or  expanding  the 
visibility  and  general  understanding  of  lesbianism, 
or  facilitating  the  self-organization  of  the  women 
and  men  who  work  in  the  sex  industry. 

• 
Changing  our  Images,  a  recent  Toronto  con- 
ference on  porn  and  prostitution  organized  by 
the  Ontario  Public  Interest  Research  Group   sj 
(OPIRG),  failed  to  bring  about  a  genuine  discus- 
sion between  sex-trade  workers  and  feminists.   , 
They  succeeded  in  getting  some  local  women  : 
from  the  business  to  attend  the  conference  but 
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had  to  be  pressured  at  the  last  minute  to  give  them 
time  on  the  agenda  of  the  main  conference  discus- 
sions. Rather  than  allowing  the  hitherto  silenced 
group  with  the  most  at  stake  in  the  discussion  the 
opportunity  to  share  their  experiences  and  per- 
spectives in  a  non-hostile  atmosphere.the  confer- 
ence forced  sex  trade  workers  into  endless  debates 
with  vociferous  opponents.  Thus  most  of  the  con- 
cerned and  curious  people  who  participated  in  the 
conference  had  no  access  to  the  information  pre- 
sented to  the  Committee  whose  report,  along  with 
the  sex-trade  workers'  critiques  of  anti-porn  fem- 
inism, helped  spark  the  conference. 

As  the  feds  are  no  doubt  contemplating  repres- 
sive legal  changes  around  pornography,  it  seems 


appropriate  to  consider  the  following  excerpts 
from  their  remarks  to  the  Fraser  Committee. 
Maxine  and  Gwendolyn's  criticism  of  "femin- 
ists" was  a  response  to  anti-porn  presentations 
made  to  the  committee. 

Maxine:  The  issue  that  has  most  affected  us  in 
Toronto  is  the  licensing  of  strip  clubs.  For  us  it 
has  been  a  huge  problem.  The  strippers  union, 
which  no  longer  exists,  originally  supported  li- 
censing in  the  hope  it  would  create  a  better  envi- 
ronment for  us,  but  in  fact  it  has  done  the  reverse 
because  it  meant  a  $3500  fee  for  each  club  and  a 
$58  fee  for  each  stripper.  This  has  caused  a  lot  of 
clubs  to  be  closed,  and  therefore  has  created  a  job 
shortage  for  us.  You're  probably  aware  of  the 


statistics:  women  earn  60  percent  of  what  men 
earn;  jobs  are  hard  to  come  by.  No  matter  what 
you  think  of  our  line  of  work,  it's  a  financial  op- 
tion for  some  women  and  it's  a  lot  less  traumatic 
than  not  being  able  to  pay  your  rent  every  month. 
Gwendolyn:  I  would  like  to  know:  was  someone 
paid  off?  Or  is  city  hall  really  that  stupid?  Could 
they  not  have  figured  out  that  they  were  promo- 
ting the  monopolization  of  this  business?  That 
the  rules  set  out  for  which  clubs  would  get  licen- 
sed to  hire  strippers,  and  which  would  not,  would 
mean  that  mostly  the  disreputable  and  exploitive 
businesses  would  survive?  Most  of  our  clubs  have 
closed  since  1 980.  The  $3500  fee  was  out  of  reach 
of  the  small  business  man,  the  fellow  who  had  a 


What's  more  exploitive  than  strip- 
ping for  a  living?  Being  pilloried  by 
moralistic  feminists,  ripped-off  by 
ambitious  fellow-artists  and  under- 
paid as  a  daycare  worker  —  for 
starters. 


little  family  restaurant  in  a  plaza  and  hired  one  or 
two  girls  to  work  do  wnstairs  in  his  bar  to  boost  his 
business.  Strippers  are  really  just  in  the  business 
of  selling  beer;  we  sell  beer  by  selling  hard-ons. 

Meanwhile,  as  the  strippers  and  small  clubs 
are  put  out  of  business,  the  sleazy  clubs  thrive. 
Over  the  past  couple  of  years  they've  been  bring- 
ing in  women  from  out  of  the  province.  I  have 
nothing  against  the  girls  from  Quebec,  but  why 
have  hundreds  been  imported?  If  you  check  with 
the  Metro  Licensing  Commission  they  will  back 
that  up  —  hundreds  of  women  from  Montreal 
working  in  our  Toronto  clubs.  Why?  Because  the 
Toronto  women  refused  to  table-dance.  (Maxine: 
And  to  have  our  salaries  cut.) 

Just  to  give  you  an  idea,  an  understanding  of 
what  table-dancing  is,  if  you  have  not  seen  it: 
There  you  are  in  the  club,  with  hardly  anything 
on;  it's  a  condition  of  your  employment  that  you 
go  up  to  tables  full  of  men  and  solicit  — '  'would 
you  like  a  table-dance? ' '  The  minimum  is  $5 ,  and 
of  course  you  can  get  more  money  if  the  guys  are  a 
bit  drunk,  or... 

(Maxine:  If  you're  pressing...) 
Or,  if  you  eye-ball  the  guy... 
(Maxine:  And  persistent...) 
And  simulate  fucking,  looking  him  right  in  the 
eye  while  you're  on  his  table.... 

We  were  once  part  of  a  fine  tradition  —  the 
burlesque  tradition  —  with  musicians,  comics 
and  dancers  all  on  one  stage.  First  they  took  away 
the  comics,  then  they  took  away  the  musicians  — 
now  they're  taking  away  our  stage. 
• 

Maxine  objected  to  the  licensing  of  strippers 
because  it  deprived  the  women  of  control  over 
their  environment  and  made  them  more  vulner- 
able to  police  harassment.  "There  is  an  interes- 
ting contradiction,"  she  says.  "For  example,  in 

Bright-eyed  and  stinky:  Gwen- 
dolyn models  her  coat-of- many- 
colours  f  a  work  in  progress  fea- 
tured in  all  of  her  performances 
—  even  if  she  sheds  it  (inset)  as 
her  clown  Stinky's  show  heats 
up  ("hey,  we're  talk  in'  politics"). 
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Toronto  there  was  a  show  called  Let  my  people 
come,  it  had  been  running  for  several  years  and 
featured  total  nudity.  Every  night  all  kinds  of 
people  from  the  suburbs  and  the  rich  areas  of  To- 
ronto went  to  listen  to  hear  dirty  words.  But  when 
strippers  perform  we  have  to  wear  a  g-string — we 
can  be  arrested  for  showing  three  pubic  hairs.  Not 
that  theatre  should  be  denied  freedom  of  expres- 
sion (in  fact  the  cops  did  try  to  close  Let  my  people 
come  and  a  defence  had  to  be  mounted)  but  our 
form  of  entertainment  should  have  that  freedom 
too;  it's  unfair  discrimination  based  on  class." 

"The  assumptions  behind  that  law  are  that  a 
woman's  body  is  bad,  that  vaginas  are  bad.  So 
female  pubic  hair  is  really  bad  —  this  is  the  kind 
of  prejudice  we're  up  against." 

Gwendolyn  adds,  "Then  anti-porn  alderman 
June  Rowlands  has  the  nerve  to  say  that  strippers 
went  to  city  hall  to  ask  for  laws  to  have  the 
g-string  put  back  on."  She  remembers  clearly  the 
ill-fated  attempt  to  form  the  strippers'  union. 
"There  was  no  consensus  among  the  women. 
Some  wanted  the  g-string  off  because  they  did  not 
want  the  law  to  label  any  part  of  the  female  body 
obscene;  other  women  wanted  the  g-string  left  on. 
But  the  main  reason  the  women  went  to  city  hall 
was  because  they  wanted  city  hall  to  make  the  law 
clear.  Clubs  would  pressure  dancers  not  to  wear 
them  but  the  cops  would  bust  the  dancer  not  the 
club.  So  we  are  the  ones  who  are  caught  on  the  line, 
between  our  jobs  and  interpretation  of  the  law.  Ev- 
ery time  there's  a  bust,  it's  on  our  backs. 

"We  have  to  deal  with  the  individual  cop's  in- 
terpretation of  the  law,"  Gwendolyn  explains. 
"If  he  personally  is  offended,  especially  when  the 
law's  not  clear,  it's  up  to  him  to  lay  a  charge. 
When  I  was  working  at  the  Silver  Dollar  a  couple 
of  years  ago,  morality  cops  came  in  and  said 
'  You  have  to  get  a  different  g-string.  Your  g-string 
is  too  small.'  'What  do  you  mean  my  g-string  is 
too  small?  My  genitals  are  covered.'  'Yes,  but 
there  is  pubic  hair  showing;  either  get  a  bigger 
g-string  or  shave  your  pubic  hair.'  Does  he  want 
me  to  look  like  a  nine-year-old?  A  woman  has 
pubic  hair." 
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"Because  I  am  WASP,  because  1  am  small  and 
because  I  am  polite  to  police  officers,"  she  con- 
tinues, "I  have  been  fortunate.  In  my  10  years  of 
stripping,  I've  never  been  dragged  into  court.  But 
there  is  still  a  part  of  me  that,  if  I'm  working  a 
club  with  five  women  and  one  of  them  is  black,  is 
a  bit  relieved.  Because  I  know  damned  well  the 
cop  is  going  to  bust  her  first.  I've  seen  it  happen 
time  and  time  again." 

One  committee  member  asked  the  women  why 
the  city  decided  to  license  strippers.  Marine  ex- 
plained that  a  12-year-old  boy  was  found  mur- 
dered above  a  Yonge  Street  body-rub  parlour  in 
1978;  in  response,  "the  city  hired  local  hot-shot 
lawyer  Morris  Manning  to  find  a  loop-hole  in  the 
law  to  allow  them  to  close  the  massage  parlours. 
They  found  a  licensing  law  that  had  been  on  the 
books  from  a  long  time  ago.  And  they  decided  to 

Maxine  in  costume  — 

on  her  knees 

sometimes,  but 

never  degraded. 


silencing  of  women  in  their  business  by  women  in 
the  anti-porn  movement.  Marine  points  out  that 
the  silencing  is  partly  accomplished  by  labeling 
sex-trade  workers  as  victims.  "I  worked  in  day- 
care for  a  year  and  got  $  1 35  a  week  for  it.  Now,  if 
I'm  lucky,  I  work  a  stag —just  a  little  ritual  in  our 
society  where,  when  a  couple  is  getting  married, 
the  guys  all  get  together  and  watch  a  stripper  — 
and  I  can  make  at  least  $100  a  night.  I  think  it's 
interesting  that,  in  our  culture,  people  say,  'Oh, 
you're  so  exploited  as  a  stripper.'  I  always  re- 
spond, 'Well,  I  felt  more  exploited  bringing  up 
other  people's  children.'  When  I  was  working  at 
the  Stratford  Festival  as  an  actress  for  two  years  a 
friend  who's  a  hooker  asked  me  what  roles  I  was 
playing.  I  said,  'a  maid  and  a  whore.'  She  said, 
'Tsk...  always  strippers  or  whores.  Personally, 
I'd  rather  live  it.'" 

"Gwendolyn  was  performing  her  comedy  at 
the  Five  Minute  Feminist  Cabaret  a  couple  of 
years  ago.  She  told  me  about  it  so  I  called  up  and 
asked  if  I  could  audition  a  clown  piece  about 
stripping.  They  said,  'But  we've  already  got  a 
stripper.'  'But  you  wouldn't  say,  we've  already 
got  a  black,'  I  said,  'I'm  also  an  actress  —  how 
many  actors,  musicians  and  so  on  do  you  have?' 
I  think  the  problem  is  that  quite  a  few  feminists 

Ciassy  women:  Max- 
ine as  a  character 
from  her  show  "A  par- 


ticular class  of  women,"  previewed  at  Chal- 
lenging our  Images,  a  conference  on  pornog- 
raphy and  prostitution.  "I'm  tired  of  these 
people  who  think  they  can  condemn  our 
business  without  even  talking  to  the  women 
who  work  in  it/' 


put  the  same  type  of  law  in  effect  for  strip  clubs.' ' 

Gwendolyn  adds,  "And  they  had  the  excuse 
that  they  wanted  to  be  sure  they  could  get  taxes 
from  strip  women,  and  because  we're  a  transient 
breed,  they  needed  some  way  of  keeping  track  of 
us.  The  first  license  they  proposed  was  for  'adult 
parlour  attendants'  and  required  such  things  as 
having  our  names,  addresses  and  photographs 
posted  in  the  club,  and  that  we  have  VD  check- 
ups every  two  weeks.  The  very  idea.  Strippers 
don't  have  physical  contact  with  customers.  And 
the  whole  idea  of  having  our  names  and  addresses 
on  display,  of  having  to  hand  a  license  over  to 
management...  as  if  they  didn't  already  have 
enough  power  over  us." 

"I  think  their  concern  about  taxes  is  ironic," 
Marine  says.  "There's  the  odd  headline  stripper 
who  earns  a  lot  of  money,  but  most  of  us  earn  a 
couple  of  hundred  a  week,  have  to  pay  all  of  our 
work  expenses,  get  no  benefits,  and  with  most  of 
the  clubs  closed,  it's  not  exactly  steady  work.  The 
joke  is  that  in  filing  my  taxes,  which  I've  been  do- 
ing every  year  since  I  was  1 8, 1  always  get  money 
back,  anyway." 

"One  of  the  other  ways  the  law  controls  us, 
Maxine  continues,  "is  that  if  you're  a  stripper, 
you  can't  have  a  criminal  record.  It  doesn't  matter 
what  they  bust  you  for,  if  you're  convicted,  you 
loose  your  license.  What  does  a  stripper  who  can't 
work  anymore  do?  Your  guess  is  as  good  as  mine.' ' 

Gwendolyn  adds,  "We  don't  wake  up  bank  tel- 
lers the  next  day,  OK?  We  can't  all  be  Anne  Mur- 
ray and  sell  the  bank;  most  of  us  have  friends  with 
connections  to  bawdy  houses,  not  banks.  All  the 
laws  do  is  push  some  of  us  further  underground." 

Both  women  are  angry  at  what  they  see  as  the 


consider  us  part  of  the  problem  of  the  objectifica- 
tion  of  women;  they  think  we  perpetuate  it,  so  in  a 
sense  they  see  us  as  pornographic.  And  this  has 
legitimized  prejudice  against  strippers  in  many 
feminist  circles." 

Gwendolyn's  reaction  to  the  victim  label: 
"I'm  sorry,  but  I'm  not  a  bad  girl  and  that's  the 
only  apology  I'm  going  to  give  you.  I  don't  have 
anything  to  repent  for.  I'm  doing  what  I  want, 
with  a  conscience  and  a  feminist  consciousness. 
The  work  I  have  been  doing  for  most  of  my  adult 
life  is  honourable  work." 

"We  are  in  the  front  lines  in  a  battle  to  commun- 
icate," she  explains,  "If  I  come  out  on  stage  and 
some  guy  says,  'Show  me  your  gash,'  I  stop  my 
show;  I  say,  'Wait  a  second,  my  cunt  is  not  a 
gash,  okay?  I'm  not  here  for  abuse.  If  you  want  to 
be  abusive  like  that,  you  go  see  a  therapist.'  But 
why  is  the  man  calling  my  cunt  a  gash  in  the  first 
place?  It's  because  he's  afraid,  because  women 
bleed.  It's  very  sad  when  you  see  men  who,  the 
minute  the  g-string  comes  off,  become  hostile, 
verbally  abusive;  at  the  very  least  they  draw  their 
cigarette  to  their  mouths  in  a  defensive  gesture. 
Obviously  they're  afraid.  Why  are  they  afraid? 
Because  knowledge  about  women's  bodies  and 
women's  sexuality  has  been  kept  from  them.  I  am 
not  the  least  bit  degraded  by  showing  my  pussy.  If 
a  guy  has  come  from  such  a  repressive  atmos- 
phere that  he's  that  afraid,  my  attitude  is,  'There 
it  is,  take  a  look,  look  all  you  want.'  That's  sex 
education.  When  I'm  on  stage  I'm  a  whole  per- 
son.  If  all  someone  sees  is  the  hole,  then  they  look 
like  the  ass." 


"Their  victim  trip  has  really  made  me  feel  like 
I've  had  enough  of  the  feminists  and  their  'Oh, 
poor  baby,  come  sit  on  my  knee. . .  let  me  buy  you 
a  drink  (that  would  be  the  lesbian  feminists)... 
and  they  say  they  want  to  do  some  kind  of  study 
on  whores.  Why  don't  they  do  a  study  on  bank 
tellers?  What  a  non-creative  job  —  counting 
somebody  else's  money  all  day.  Sure  we're  op- 
pressed. So  are  blacks,  Jews,  housewives,  secre- 
taries. Are  all  the  members  of  each  of  those  other 
groups  basically  sick?  Guess  what?  Sex-trade 
workers  aren't  sick  either.  Do  a  study  on  how 
many  women  bank  tellers  have  experienced  in- 
cest, don't  just  concentrate  and  focus  on  us." 

The  best  example  of  feminists  silencing  strip- 
pers is  in  the  National  Film  Board's  Not  a  Love 
Story,  a  film  about  pornography,  according  to 
the  two  women.  Maxine  recalls,  "I  once  had  an 
argument  with  a  feminist  about  the  film  and  dur- 
ing our  discussion  she  actually  said,  'Well,  you 
work  in  the  business  so  obviously  I  can't  talk  to 
you  about  it.'  I  work  in  the  business,  I'm  the  per- 
son she  should  be  talking  to  about  it." 

Gwendolyn  calls  Not  a  love  story '  'a  piece  of 
hate  propaganda."  Made  by  the  NFB  women's 
studio,  the  film  takes  stripper  Linda  Lee  Tracy  on 
a  righteously  indignant  and  voyeuristic  tour  of 
the  (mostly  New  York)  porn  business.  It  savours 
the  erosion  of  Tracy 's  confidence  and  pride  as  the 
filmmakers  assault  her  with  violent  images  and 
convince  her  she  is  responsible.  "I  worked  with 
Linda  Lee  Tracy  —  her  strip  name  was  Fonda 
Peters  —  for  an  entire  year  and  she  had  nothing 
to  apologize  for.  She  was  a  wonderful  entertain- 
er; there  was  nothing  degrading  in  her  show. 
Most  strippers  who  see  the  film  get  really  angry  at 
the  way  the  feminist  filmmakers  manipulated 
Fonda  Peters.  There's  one  scene  in  particular 
where  a  woman  photographer,  from  Hustler  I 
think,  does  some  beaver  shots  and  you  see  them 
touch-up  her  pussy.  That  wasn't  her  work  — 
Fonda  was  never  into  that.  If  (the  director  and 
narrator)  Bonny  Shere-Klein  wanted  to  show 
that  experience,  she  should  have  got  up  on  the 
table  and  done  it  herself." 

"I  remember  doing  a  script  development 
workshop  at  the  Globe  Theatre  in  Regina  on 
women's  issues,"  says  Maxine,  "and  one  of  the 


Gwendolyn  in  the  hot 
seat:  "Stripping  help- 
ed me  appreciate  my 
body.  That  the  law  la- 


"When  the  courts  told 
the  cops  to  lay  off 
hookers  they  started 
busting  strippers; 
now  the  heat's  on  the 
street  it's  off  us  for 
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anyone  to  stop  violent  pornography,  not  realiz- 
ing that  they  are  creating  laws  that  will  be  used 
against  them.  For  example,  my  sister  has  worked 
in  an  anti-porn  group  in  Vancouver  and  she  told 
me  about  an  incident  where  they  were  trying  to 
get  a  video  busted  because  it  depicted  a  gang- 
rape.  What  the  city  did  instead  was  pass  a  law  so 
they  could  close  a  store  similar  to  Lovecraft,  then 
they  busted  another  store  that  was  selling  a  video 
of  two  pregnant  lesbians  having  sex.  (A  gang 
rape?  OK.  But  two  pregnant  lesbians?  Now 
that's  sick.)  That's  the  sort  of  thing  that  goes  on 
in  this  confusion  in  which  some  feminists  are  just 


bels  parts  of  us  obscene  is  the  real  obscenity. 
I'm  glad  a  local  club  won  its  appeal,  striking 
down  the  g-string  laws  a  couple  of  months 


ago, 
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things  we  dealt  with  was  pornography.  Most  of 
the  women  started  getting  very  emotional  when 
they  saw  the  pictures  in  these  magazines,  and 
they  said  things  like,  'Who  are  these  women? 
They  should  go  live  under  a  rock;  that's  where 
they  belong.'  And  I  said  I  thought  they  should  be 
really  careful  not  to  let  this  be  used  as  a  divisive 
tactic  against  us,  that  women  were  all  in  this  to- 
gether. They  were  basically  saying  'She's  the  bad 
girl;  she's  the  whore.' And  i  would  never  do  this.' 
This  was  not  violent  pornography;  tasteless  per- 
haps, but  it  certainly  wasn't  violent,  it  was  a 
woman  lying  with  her  legs  spread.  If  she  was  in 
the  gynecologist's  office,  nobody  would  be  upset. 


But  there  is  a  lot  of  confusion  between  what  is  ex- 
ploitive and  what  is  explicit. 

"I've  been  interviewed  by  some  artists  who've 
wanted  to  portray  our  world  as  exploitive.  I've 
never  felt  exploited  in  my  work  anything  like  the 
way  I  was  exploited  by  them.  When  I  auditioned 
for  the  play  Fever  Dream,  for  instance,  I  was  told 
to  keep  the  script  as  I'd  be  called  for  a  second  au- 
dition. Then  the  director  asked  to  come  and  see 
me  strip  and  showed  up  with  the  writer,  the  de- 
signer, and  the  actress  who  got  the  role  I  audi- 
tioned for  without  having  the  courtesy  to  tell  me 
the  part  had  been  filled." 

"  It  seems  as  if  anti-porn  feminists  will  ally  with 


as  prone  to  all  the  mystificaion  of  sexuality  and 
bodies  and  so  on  as  the  right  wing  is." 

Gwendolyn  and  Maxine's  concern  about  por- 
nography stems  partly  from  the  fact  that  they  see 
stripping  as  a  branch  of  the  porn  industry,  but 
they  often  don't  distinguish  between  themselves 
and  prostitutes,  referring  most  of  the  time  to  the 
"sex  industry."  Gwendolyn  points  out  that  "a 
lot  of  strippers  don't  share  that  (perspective). 
There  is  a  class  system;  many  strip  women  think 
they're  better  than  women  on  the  street.  But  from 
my  experience  I  know  how  closely  the  two  groups 
work.  For  instance,  last  winter  the  police,  deter- 
mined to  shape  public  opinion  on  prostitution, 
went  into  a  tavern  on  Yonge  Street  and  told  the 
whores  who  work  there  to  get  out  and  stand  on 
the  street  —  in  the  freezing  cold.  Then  strippers' 
salaries  in  the  tavern  dropped  from  $15  to  $12, 
down  to  $6  a  show  because  we're  basically  the 
warm-up  act  for  the  whore.  When  the  whore's 
not  in  the  club,  neither  is  her  customer  and  that 
means  less  money  for  us.  We  can't  afford  to  be  di- 


vided from  each  other." 

That  solidarity  is  important.  Many  presenta- 
tions to  the  Fraser  Committee — including  many 
by  feminists — claimed  some  degree  of  sympathy 
(pity?)  for  prostitutes  while  launching  a  frontal 
attack  on  pornography,  apparently  without  con- 
sidering the  effect  of  such  an  attack  on  women 
employed  in  that  branch  of  the  sex  trade.  "I  get  a 
little  tired  of  all  these  anti-porn  people  organiz- 
ing," Maxine  says,  "and  not  being  interested  in 
what  we  have  to  say.  We've  had  our  asses  on  the 
line  literally  —  you  know,  bare  bums  —  and 
they're  not  listening  to  us." 

"We  criticize  feminists  more,  and  are  harder 
on  them,"  says  Gwendolyn,  "because  we  expect 
them  to  be  our  allies.  We  expect  so  much  more 
from  them  —  I  expect  them  to  be  thinking  wom- 
en. You  won't  hear  me  going  on  about  the  church 
groups,  because  they're  a  dead  loss  as  far  as  I'm 
concerned."  She  is  just  as  opposed  to  real  vio- 
lence in  pornography  and  anywhere  else  as  anyone 
is,  "but  I'm  not  in  favour  of  more  laws  because  I 
know  how  the  laws  are  used .' '  Since  the  law  crimin- 
alizes pornography,  to  Gwendolyn  the  logical 
form  of  resistance  is  "the  more  people  with  access 
to  resources  for  making  their  own  stuff,  the  better. 
If  you  don't  like  what's  available  for  sexy  images, 
here's  your  big  chance  to  change  it." 

In  its  pre-hearings  discussion  paper,  the  Fraser 
Committee  questions  the  effect  the  pornography 
industry  has  on  the  women  who  work  in  it. 
Gwendolyn:  "I  have  worked  inotherjobs — I've 
worked  in  a  lot  of  shit  jobs — and  I  have  a  lot  more 
self-respect  and  self-esteem  working  as  a  stripper. 
My  work  has  been  more  creative,  and  I've  had  the 
freedom  to  choose  when  I  work.  Most  people  are 
slaves  to  nine-to-five  50  weeks  of  the  year;  they  get 
two  weeks  off  a  year  and  they  have  to  ask  the  boss 
when  to  take  those  two  weeks." 

"I  started  out  as  an  actress.  The  first  show  I 
was  in,  at  Theatre  Passe  Muraille,  the  director 
said,  I  have  vision  of  innocence  being  ripped 
apart  by  mad  dogs.  You'll  play  innocence.'  In  the 
second  play  I  did  I  was  a  little  girl,  all  dressed  in 
white,  who  was  the  Devil  Incarnate." 

"As  my  friend  Sheila  says,  'Gwendolyn's  fan- 
tasy is  to  work  in  a  liberated  strip  club:  instead  of 
Girls!  Girls!  Girls!  it's  Women!  Women!  Wom- 
en! '  I  have  done  lots  of  other  kinds  of  performing, 
and  stripping  has  been  a  goddess-send." 
• 

Gwendolyn  and  Maxine  have  not  been  idly 
waiting  for  the  axe  to  fall  in  the  months  since  their 
appearance  before  the  Committee.  Both  have 
been  actively  agitating  for  the  rights  of  the  women 
in  their  business  through  performances  at  bars 
and  cafes,  theatre  events  and  conferences:  Gwen- 
dolyn most  notably  at  the  AIDS  Committee  of 
Toronto's  Safe  Sex  Cabaret  and  the  Internation- 
al Gay  Association  Conference  event,  Lesbians 
insearch  of  a  smut  of  our  own,  and  Maxine  pro- 
vided the  only  really  creative  and  political  con- 
tent at  the  entertainment  segment  of  OPIRG's 
Changing  Our  Images.  And  yes,  both  of  them 
still  book  in  for  an  occasional  week  at  their  fa- 
vourite strip  club —just  across  the  street  from  the 
Eaton  Centre.  • 

Catch  Gwendolyn 

sending  Valentines  to 

her  painted  ladies, 

February  1 4  (see 

"Cardiac  Arrest"  In 

Coming,  page  5). 

Gwendolyn  and  Maxine 

are  regular  performers 

at  the  Ritz  Cafe  Theatre. 
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The  Flying  Femmes  are 


Ruthann  Tucker  and 


Anna  Marie  Smith.  We 


work  together  in  the 


production  of 


photographs  of  lesbian 


sex.  We  are  currently 


working  towards 


exhibiting  and 


publishing  our  images 


in  both  art  galleries  and 


in  lesbian  and  gay 


magazines. 
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THEATRE 


A  play  about  AIDS 

that  tells  the  story  as  it 

really  is  (or  should  be) 

William  Hoffman  'splay  As  Is  is  a  touching,  funny  and 
above  all,  realistic  portrayal  of  a  gay  relationship  that 
shows  us  the  power  of  friendship  in  the  face  of  tragedy 


As  Is  by  William  Hoffman.  At  Toronto  Free 
Theatre,  25  Berkeley  St.  January  8-February 
2.  Call  368-2856  or  BASS  for  reservations. 

Richard  Summerbell  • 

Anyone  who's  worried  that  William  M 
Hoffman's  As  Is  is  a  theatrical  made- 
for-TV  movie  can  relax.  The  Broadway  play, 
which  opened  its  Toronto  production  run  on  Janu- 
ary 8,  is  no  mere  exploitation  of  the  AIDS  crisis.  As 
Is  is  one  of  the  best — the  most  touching,  the  most 


hunk  named  Chet;  Saul  is  hurt,  half-resigned,  re- 
sentful, but  still  willing  to  let  Rich  take  the  pain- 
tings and  the  Barcelona  chair.  Rich  seems  to  need 
money  but  is  being  cagey,  refusing  to  say  why.  "I 
want  to  build  a  swimming  pool,"  he  suggests. 
"You  don't  swim,"  Saul  counters.  Only  later, 
when  Saul  starts  telling  Rich  about  his  terror  of 
AIDS,  does  Rich  spill  the  truth:  "I  have  it."  At 
that  moment,  the  playwright's  magic  takes  hold: 
various  characters  in  Rich's  life  appear  on  stage, 
and  in  a  set  of  simultaneous  flashbacks  and  flash- 
forwards,  they  confess  their  need  to  take  flight 


That's  what  friends  are  for:  Torpe  (I)  and  Moffat  as  Saul  and  Rich 


realistic  —  portrayals  of  gay  men  ever  to  unfold 
itself  on  stage.  It  is  a  play  that  is  so  eloquent  that,  in 
these  grave  times,  it  could  only  deal  with  AIDS.  To 
do  otherwise  would  be  an  evasion,  not  only  of  our 
greatest  fears,  but  of  our  greatest  strengths. 

The  play's  refreshing  realism  is  partly  due  to 
the  script  itself.  Before  Hoffman  wrote  it,  he  talk- 
ed to  friends  who  had  AIDS,  went  to  support 
groups,  "made  field  trips  to  the  Gay  Men's 
Health  Crisis"  (a  New  York  organization  fight- 
ing AIDS)  and  spent  hours  eavesdropping  in  gay 
bars.  A  gay  man  himself,  he  also  had  to  deal  with 
his  own  fear  of  the  disease.  Ultimately  he  realized 
that  everywhere,  in  the  hospitals  and  in  the  bars, 
those  who  were  dealing  best  with  the  crisis  were 
leavening  their  knowledge  with  humour  and 
hope.  As  a  result,  As  Is  is  oftem  cracklingly  funny, 
and  even  in  its  most  poignant  and  fateful  mo- 
ments, it  never  loses  hope.  The  script's  subtle  mix- 
ture of  wit,  pain,  and  strength  has  been  taken  up  in 
its  full  complexity  by  director  Margaret  Bard  and 
the  cast  of  the  Toronto  production.  The  actors, 
many  of  them  gay  themselves,  give  the  play  the 
devotion  it  needs  to  make  it  a  resounding  success. 

The  beginning  of  As  Is  introduces  Rich  and 
Saul,  both  New  Yorkers,  sitting  in  Saul's  apart- 
ment arguing  the  terms  of  their  "divorce."  Rich 
has  recently  thrown  Saul  over  for  a  young,  callow 


and  leave  Rich  on  his  own,  just  for  now.  "I  need 
more  space  to  get  my  head  together,"  says  young 
Chet,  packing  his  gym  bag.  Within  moments,  on- 
ly Saul  is  left  with  Rich.  "Bastards,"  he  says. 

The  rest  of  the  play  follows  Saul  in  his  still-re- 
sentful but  unflinching  devotion  to  his  ex-lover. 
As  played  by  John  Moffat  in  the  Toronto  produc- 
tion, Rich  is  a  hard  man  to  like:  he  seems  to  be  a 
little  on  the  obdurate  side  in  the  first  place,  and 
when  his  lymph  nodes  goad  him  with  the  truth  of 
his  mortality,  he  becomes  both  defensive  and  ab- 
rasive. None  of  this  fazes  Saul,  who  responds 
with  sharp-tongued  wit  or  instantaneous  bursts 
of  exasperation  —  and  through  it  all  remains  dis- 
creetly but  obviously  in  love.  As  Is,  in  large  part, 
is  about  this  enduring  love,  and  about  the  hu- 
manity it  revives  in  Rich's  shellshocked  psyche. 

The  emotional  intensity  of  the  play  is  conveyed 
largely  through  the  vivid  acting  of  Brian  Torpe, 
who  allows  Saul's  mordant  wit  its  full  sting,  but 
underlines  it  with  a  civility,  a  vulnerable  gentle- 
ness, that  is  haunting.  The  character  is  no  saint, 
not  by  a  long  shot,  but  you  can  only  like  him .  The 
task  of  keeping  the  story  from  becoming  too  in- 
tense is  handled  with  panache  by  an  excellent  cast 
of  supporting  actors.  Whatever  they  play  —  lea- 
ther bar  clones,  Rich's  straight  relatives,  gay  hot- 
line workers,  hospital  employees  —  they  act  with 


good-humoured  conviction.  I  especially  appreci- 
ated the  talents  of  Allan  Gray  (best  known  to  Ca- 
nadian gay  theatregoers  for  playing  Horst  in  the 
Vancouver  production  of  Bent),  who  is  definitely 
a  man  we  need  to  see  more  of. 

AH  in  all,  this  production  of  As  Is  is  a  single 
piece  of  intelligent  craftsmanship  that  glows  from 
beginning  to  end  like  a  beam  of  laser  light.  It's  the 
first  truly  satisfying  or  meaningful  depiction  of 
the  effect  of  AIDS  ever  to  make  it  into  the  main- 
stream of  Canadian  life.  After  thinking  about  the 
unique  aspects  of  the  play  for  awhile,  I  decided 
that  its  singular  realism  is  partly  due  to  the  simple 
fact  that  it  is  a  play.  Theatre,  an  urban  art  form, 
no  longer  feels  the  need  to  resort  to  the  evasions, 
circumlocutions  and  deceptions  practised  by  the 
"suburban  arts"  of  mainstream  cinema,  televi- 
sion, commercial  radio,  and  daily  newspaper 
journalism.  Saul  and  Rich  are  free  to  reminisce 
about  the  ghost  of  Sex  Lives  Past  ('  'Talking  dirty 
makes  it  feel  like  spring,"  Rich  sighs)  and  even  to 
contemplate  safe  sex.  More  subversively  still, 
they  are  free  to  love. 

Of  course,  it's  true  that  since  the  advent  of  the 
AIDS  crisis,  many  of  the  mainstream  media  have 
broken  with  tradition  and  given  surprisingly  sen- 
sitive accounts  of  the  affairs  of  gay  lovers.  How- 
ever, buried  in  the  subtext  of  these  articles  is  the 
idea  that  such  honesty  is  now  safe,  sinc^  AIDS  it- 
self is  sufficient  to  warn  suburban  children  away 
from  forbidden  thoughts.  In  newspaper  articles 
especially,  at  least  50  percent  of  the  gay  men  men- 
tioned can  be  guaranteed  to  have  AIDS  them- 
selves. In  short  AIDS,  by  replacing  angst  and 
despair  as  a  source  point  of  fear  about  homo- 
sexuality, has  temporarily  licensed  a  more  realis- 
tic representation  of  gay  lovers. 


As  Is  is  thus  a  quantum  leap  better  than  other 
nominally  sensitive  accounts  of  the  effect  of  A I DS 
on  our  community.  In  this  play,  we  are  not  sexual 
savages  who  have  suddenly  acquired  nobility  in 
our  hour  of  decimation. 

Another  unique  characteristic  of  As  Is  is  a 
hope  that  it  expresses  a  covert  but  passionate 
hope.  Specifically,  the  play  practically  seems  to 
implore  the  gay  world  to  be  certain  that  every 
Rich  who  gets  AIDS  has  a  Saul  who  will  see  him 
through  the  worst.  Saul  doesn't  have  to  be  a  lover 

—  he  can  be  an  ex-lover  or  a  friend.  At  one  point 
in  the  play,  a  hospice  worker  says  about  AIDS  pa- 
tients: "They  (often)  get  a  lot  of  support  at  first, 
but  as  the  illness  goes  on,  the  visitors  stop  coming 

—  and  they're  left  with  only  me.  But  something 
tells  me  it's  not  going  to  happen  in  (Rich's)  case. 
You  should  see  how  his  lover  takes  care  of  him. 
God  forbid  they  should  treat  Rich  badly,  Saul 
swoops  down  and  lets  them  have  it."  Contrast 
that  situation  with  the  recent  statements  of  Rock 
Hudson's  lover,  Mark  Christian,  to  the  New 
York  Native:  "I  felt  cheated.  I  saw  As  Is,  and 
one  of  the  most  touching  things  about  the  play 
was  that  it  gave  the  two  ex-lovers  a  chance  to  be 
together  and  to  help  each  other  through  it.  I  was 
denied  that.  First  of  all,  I  didn't  know  (Rock)  had 
AIDS.  When  I  found  out  he  did,  I  was  barred 
from  his  hospital  room.  Even  in  the  same  house, 
when  we  were  still  living  together,  I  was  told  I 
shouldn't  go  into  his  bedroom." 

Even  in  our  most  straitened  moments,  forces 
are  still  conspiring  to  keep  us  separate  from  each 
other,  to  keep  us  alone.  As  much  as  anything 
else,  As  Is  is  a  call  to  action:  it  tells  us  in  the 
strongest  possible  terms  that  gay  love  can  prevail , 
and  so  it  will  —  because  it  must.  • 


FICTION 


Living  as  we  do 

Facing  It:  A  Novel  of  AIDS,  by  Paul  Reed.  Gay 
Sunshine  Press,  1984.  $11.95. 

Alan  O'Connor  • 

I  put  off  reading  Paul  Reed's  Facing  It:  A 
Novel  of  AIDS  for  months  and  then  read  it 
through  in  one  evening.  The  reason  for  my  initial 
hesitation  was  that  there  generally  seemed  only  to 
be  bad  news  about  AIDS.  This  book  promised  to 
be  more  of  same.  Also,  the  title  bothered  me.  It 
seemed  to  combine  glib  advice  about  self-help 
with  an  image  of  excution  by  firing  squad.  It's  a 
pity  if  people  don't  read  the  book  for  these  kinds 
of  reasons  because  it  is  worth  reading  —  and 
worth  talking  about. 

This  is  not  primarily  a  book  for  people  whose 
lives  have  been  directly  affected  by  the  disease. 
It's  not  their  book.  It  could  appeal  to  a  very  wide 
readership,  especially  if  it  were  reprinted  in  a 
cheap  mass  market  edition  (with  a  new  title).  One 
reason  for  the  potential  broad  appeal  is  the  genre 
in  which  Facing  //is  written.  Most  gay  fiction  falls 
into  one  of  several  categories:  the  novel  of  grow- 
ing up;  romance;  travel  writing;  porn;  prison 
memoir;  journal;  and  autobiographical  fiction. 
Facing  It  draws  upon  the  conventions  of  roman- 
tic fiction,  which  it  extends  into  the  difficult  area 
of  AIDS  and  responses  to  the  disease.  The  novel 
starts  with  the  conventional  figures:  the  kindly 
doctor,  the  corrupt  administrator,  the  very  good- 
looking  28  year  old  Andy  Stone  and  Andy's  lov- 
er, who  also  has  a  career  in  New  York.  The  luck 
of  finding  a  fine  cheap  apartment  in  Greenwich 
Village  also  figures.  But  as  Andy's  illness  devel- 
ops the  novel  moves  on  to  deal  in  an  imaginative 
and  honest  way  with  a  great  many  aspects  of  the 
disease,  the  politics  of  medical  research  and  ho- 


mophobia in  North  America. 

Facing  It  is  a  good  popular  fiction  and  that's 
what  it  set  out  to  be.  Even  people  who  are  well-in- 
formed about  AIDS  will  find  that  having  it  de- 
scribed in  a  novel  adds  a  new  dimension.  There  is 
a  kind  of  absorbed  attention  we  reserve  for  fiction 
that  even  the  best  news  story  can  never  evoke.  Al- 
so, following  the  story  line  seems  to  give  plenty  of 
latitude  for  emotional  adjustment  and  testing  of 
attitudes.  Many  provocative  things  are  said  in  the 
book  by  different  characters  —  even  that  the  vi- 
rus was  unleashed  by  the  government  as  a  excuse 
to  put  gay  men  in  isolation  camps.  Because  fears 
and  anxiety  run  deep,  it  is  good  that  these  things 
are  put  into  words.  Once  things  are  said,  even  by 
fictional  characters,  they  are  easier  to  judge  and 
put  into  perspective.  It  is  certainly  easier  to  face 
these  matters  when  the  central  character  is  in  a 
book  and  not  a  friend  or  lover. 
• 

It's  often  said  in  the  gay  press  that  AIDS  has 
forced  us  to  confront  how  our  own  community 
deals  with  death.  In  this  context,  there  are  one  or 
two  other  books  that  deserve  to  be  mentioned  in  a 
brief  footnote.  They  are  books  that  we  have  had 
for  20  or  30  years.  One  is  Christopher  Isher- 
wood's  A  Single  Man,  a  short  novel  about  the 
death  of  a  lover  (available  in  many  editions).  An- 
other is  Denton  Welch's  novel  about  his  own  ill- 
ness, A  Voice  Through  A  Cloud  (available  in  pa- 
perback from  Penguin  Books).  Most  important- 
ly, though  there  are  The  Journals  of  Denton 
Welch  (Allison  and  Busby,  1984)  which  are  full 
of  caring  and  even  joy,  though  they  were  written 
when  Denton  Welch  was  frequently  in  pain  and 
very  ill.* 
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LIVES 


Searching  for  sanctuary 
in  the  lesbian  nation 

Jill  Johnston  takes  the  form  of  psychoanalytical 
autobiography  to  its  soul-searching,  gut-spilling  zenith 
as  she searches for a  father,  and  through  him,  herself 


Paper  Daughter:  Autobiography  in  Search  of  a 
Father,  Volume  II  by  Jill  Johnston.  Knopf, 
1985.  $16.95. 

Michele  Belling  • 

I^Hmay  appear  redundant  for  Jill 
I  ^Johnston  to  be  writing  an  autobiogra- 
phy; she  has  after  all  been  writing  autobiogra- 
phically,  to  one  degree  or  another,  since  about 
1965.  But  since  then  style  has  been  one  of  her 
prime  preoccupations;  Paper  Daughter  ad- 
vances the  author's  experiments  in  autobio- 
graphical form  and  its  relationship  to  confession- 
al fiction.  Moreover,  unlike  her  earlier  books  the 
quest  here  is  not  for  a  lesbian  nation  but  for  a  fa- 
ther —  a  concept  which,  when  Johnston  first  in- 
troduced it  in  the  mid-'70s,  chilled  matriarchal 
hearts.  (Shouldn't  we  be  searching  for  our  mo- 
thers? Argh,  a  dyke  with  a  father  complex?!  Is 
that  why  she  wears  those  combat  boots?)  And  her 
concern  in  Paper  Daughter  is  her  life's  gestalt, 
the  interplay  of  time  and  temperament  in  its 
broadest  political  and  cultural  context.  Associa- 
tions abound,  and  the  blanks  left  by  previous 
lives  are  filled  in  with  sparkling  detail.  Indeed, 
there  seems  to  be  nothing  Johnston  isn't  willing 
to  tell  us.  This  is  psychoanalytical  autobiography 
at  its  soul-searching,  gut-spilling  zenith. 

Volume  I,  Mother  Bound,  covered  the  initial 
35  years  of  Johnston's  life.  An  only  and  illegitim- 
ate child,  she  was  born  in  England  in  1 929,  the  re- 
sult of  a  shipboard  romance  between  a  working 
class  American  mother  and  an  upper-middle 
class  Englishman,  who  vanished  when  the  preg- 
nancy was  discovered.  Until  her  father's  real 
death,  coinciding  with  her  20th  birthday,  John- 
ston lived  under  the  lie  that  her  parents  had  been 
married  and  her  father  had  died  around  the  time 
of  her  birth.  She  was  raised  by  her  mother  (a  reg- 
istered nurse)  and  her  grandmother  on  Long  Is- 
land, NY,  and  spent  her  adolescence  in  a  Catho- 
lic girls'  boarding  school,  where  she  excelled  in 
sports.  In  college  she  was  mentored  by  an  older 
female  professor  and  had  her  first  lesbian  affair. 
After  graduation,  she  moved  to  Manhattan  to 
study  dance  with  Jose  Limon.  When  a  broken 
foot  ended  her  career,  she  began  writing  dance 
criticism,  mainly  for  Art  News  and  the  fledgling 
Village  Voice.  She  married,  had  two  children, 
and  got  divorced. 

Her  critical  interests  and  frustrated  creativity 
attracted  her,  in  the  early  '60s,  to  a  set  of  avant- 
garde  Dadaist  choreographers,  painters  and  mu- 
sicians —  the  Fluxus  group  —  working  out  of 
Judson  Memorial  Church.  In  addition  to  acting 
as  that  group's  critic,  lecturer,  and  occasional- 
performer,  she  reviewed  the  work  of  related  under- 
ground artists  (Yvonne  Rainer,  Yoko  Ono, 
LaMonte  Young,  Nam  June  Paik,  and  Meredith 
Monk  among  them)  and  thus  became  one  of  the 
few  writers  to  provide  serious  exposure  for  mixed- 
media  Events  and  Happenings,  currently  known 
as  conceptual  and  performance  art.  Meanwhile, 
after  a  1 2  year  repression,  her  latent  lesbianism  be- 
gan to  emerge.  The  book  closes  on  her  second  les- 
bian affair,  with  one  of  the  Fluxus  dancers,  a  ro- 


mance that  exacerbated  her  already  fragile  status 
in  the  group: 

To  find  a  favoured  party  of  their  group  in  bed 
with  the  critic,  who  was  moreover  thewrongsex, 
was  a  territorial  affront.  I  never  thought  of  it  that 
way,  indeed  I  don't  believe  I  thought  of  it  at  all, 
but  the  air  was  charged  with  the  feeling  of  my  be- 
ing wrong  and  excluded. 

Paper  Daughter  opens  on  this  high-voltage 
note,  in  fact  with  an  explosion  in  the  loft  shared 
by  Johnston  and  her  lover.  Volume  II  spans  the 
years  1965-69,  less  chronological  ground  than 
Volume  I  but  many  leagues  more  in  terms  of  head 
travel.  Soon  the  relationship  falls  apart  and 
Johnston  goes  completely  insane.  Her  friends 
commit  her  to  Bellevue,  a  local  asylum  famous 
for  its  hellish  conditions;  she  spends  three  weeks 
there  and  another  three  weeks  in  a  kinder  hospital 
before  her  friends  release  her.  By  now  her  Village 
Voice  columns  have  broken  experimental 
ground  with  a  personal,  free-associational,  col- 
lage style  aimed  at  questioning  and  expanding 
the  function  of  critism.  Within  a  year  she  has  a 
second  schizophrenic  attack  and  is  again  commit- 
ted and  freed.  A  millionaire  industrialist  and  art 
patron  presents  her  with  a  trip  to  Europe  and  em- 
ploys her  to  disrupt  his  parties  for  instant  publicity . 

Johnston  finally  makes  some  attempts  to  con- 
nect with  lesbians  and  succeeds  sexually  (one- 
night  stands)  but  not  socially.  In  1968  she  begins 
another  live-in  romance  with  a  younger  woman, 
a  genuine  enough  lesbian  but  as  sexually  alienat- 
ed as  Johnston  herself.  For  the  third  time  John- 
ston goes  mad.  To  avoid  being  institutionalized 
she  escapes  with  her  lover  on  a  Lolitaesque  car 
excursion  around  the  United  States.  As  her  mind 
and  the  relationship  disintegrate,  her  column  be- 
comes a  running  travelogue,  tentatively  explor- 
ing some  of  the  finer  points  of  lesbian  politics  and 
making  its  final  metamorphosis  into  a  strange 


Apollinaire's  daughter 
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Grown  up:  Jill  Johnston  today 


new  confessional  short  story  form.  Upon  their  re- 
turn to  New  York  the  romance  collapses.  And  the 
book  ends  with  Johnston  en  route  to  England  in 
search  of  roots,  and  America  on  the  brink  of  the 
Stonewall  rebellion. 

Few  people  would  want  to  remember,  let  alone 
reveal,  the  details  of  their  psychoses,  but  John- 
ston seems  to  be  blessed  with  a  photographic 
memory  and  an  immunity  to  embarrassment. 
Which  makes  this  book  an  unusually  graphic  and 
valuable  case  history,  with  Johnston  taking  the 
part  of  both  patient  and  analyst.  She  examines 
the  social  politics  of  insanity  while  describing  just 
enough  of  her  stay  in  Bellevue  to  acquaint  us  with 
its  horrors.  Throughout  her  insanity  she  received 
next  to  no  useful  therapy,  gleaning  what  she 
could  from  books:  her  standards  included  Black 
Elk  Speaks  (the  biography  of  an  Oglala  Sioux) 
and  anything  by  Norman  0  Brown.  In  her  search 
for  a  place  to  unravel  peacefully  she  discovered 
the  theories  of  RD  Laing  and  Richard  Alpert, 
aka  Baba  Ram  Das.  Johnston  discusses  the  dis- 
crepancy between  mysticism  and  madness  and 
explains  her  decision  not  to  practise  meditation, 
yet  paints  such  picture-postcard  vistas  of  the  dis- 
tortional  phases  of  schizophrenia  that  it's  easy  to 
see  the  similarities. 

There  are,  as  well,  interesting  parallels  bet- 
ween her  madness  and  the  psychodramatic  quali- 
ties of  the  Happenings  she  reviewed.  (A  Robert 
Rauschenberg  event,  for  example,  featured  a 
woman  in  transparent  plastic  seated  on  a  cart 
with  a  pile  of  spaghetti  in  her  lap  while  another 
woman  in  plastic  wheeled  her  around  the  room 
tossing  the  spaghetti  to  the  floor.)  In  1965 
Johnston's  still  traditional  criticism  could  not 
provide  the  therapeutically  creative  outlet  of  her 
subsequent  work,  and  so  her  neuroses  spilled 
over  into  life.  Her  first  crackup  began  with  what 
could  be  considered  spontaneous  parlour  events; 
during  one  she  thought  she  was  Christ  and 
renamed  her  audience  appropriately,  something 
she  later  recalled  with  amazement  and  then  used 
in  her  study  of  archetypes.  Likewise  her  second 
breakdown,  after  she'd  begun  to  forge  an  original 
style,  was  heralded  by  her  invention  of  an 
elaborate  genealogy  and  the  conclusion  that  the 
French  poet  Guillaumc  Apollinairc  was  her  real 


father  (the  origin  of  the  derby  Johnston  affected 
in  the  early  '70s): 

My  mind  had  ceased  functioning  linearly;  it 
was  moving  by  aggregates,  in  the  realm  of  col- 
lage. . . .  Specialists  will  call  the  kind  of  thinking 
I  was  doing  paralogical,  or  'side-by-side' 
thinking.  The  way  it  went,  I  achieved  identity, 
making  various  persons  the  same  or  inter- 
changeable, on  the  basis  of  identical  predicates 
— /^common  qualities  or  parts. ...  Apollinaire 
was  mine,  or  me,  for  openers,  just  by  virtue  of 
his  first  name...  'Gill,'  I  thought,  which  is  a 
common  English  spelling  of  my  name,  was 
simply  an  Anglican  contradiction  of  'Guill.' 
Why  else,  I  asked  myself,  had  I  been  called 
William  in  boarding  school? 

Though  she  draws  on  many  resources  for  her 
self-analysis,  her  favorite  framework  remains  the 
neo-Jungianism  she  has  always  connected  with 
politics,  investigating  archetypes  and  their  impact 
on  sex-role  boundries.  From  Mother  Bound: 

If  1  was  Hephaestus,  the  crippled  and  cast-off 
son  of  Hera,  who  bore  him  parthenogenetical- 
ly,  she  (Johnston's  college  mentor)  was 
Thetis,  the  goddess  under  the  sea  who  rescues 
the  sons  of  rejecting  mothers  and  gives  them 
something  to  do.  Any  mother's  son  bom  a 
daughter  is  a  Hephaestus  in  the  patriarchy. 

'he  search  for  the  missing  father,  the  "sub- 
dued animus"  and  how  to  "reincorporate  it  as  a 
viable  psychic  function,"  was  a  central  theme  of 
her  political  as  well  as  her  personal  life: 

posing  special  questions  and  introducing  curi- 
ous solutions  of  women  in  relation  to  the  patri- 
archy. Not  that  these  questions  and  solutions 
c  not  been  raised  and  tried  already,  but  the 
known  tradition  to  which  they  belong  has  been 
specifically  male  —  the  quest  of  the  fatherless 
son,  the  subject  of  that  famous  essay  by  Otto 
Rank  The  Myth  of  the  Birth  of  the  Hero'  and, 
of  course,  the  Grail  legend  and  of  many  folk 
traditions  throughout  the  world.  The  main 
question  that  dogged  me  w  BS  w  hat  a  girl  could 
do  with  a  similar  type  of  background. 

If  Mother  Bound  is  a  case  study  of  an  illegiti- 
mate daughter.  Paper  Daughter  is  a  portrait  of 

continued  on  page  34 
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continued  from  page  33 
an  illegal  dyke.  Actually  Johnston  steers  relative- 
ly clear  of  sexual  politics;  her  1973  classic  Lesbi- 
an Nation:  the  Feminist  Solution  already  offers 
a  thorough  political  analysis  of  these  years.  But 
she  does  resort  to  an  occasional  nudge  to  remind 
us  of  the  extent  of  her  isolation,  staying  tongue- 
in-cheekly  distant  in  her  profile  of  Steve  Paxton, 
one  of  her  few  gay  male  friends: 

He  was  a  good-looking,  athletic,  well-built, 
straight-shooting  sort  of  guy ,  no  camp  or  swish 
or  extravagance  in  his  manner  at  all.  I,  on  the 
other  hand,  was  a  good-looking,  athletic,  well- 
built,  straight-shooting  sort  of  girl,  no  camp  or 
swish  etc.  I  still  had  a  couple  of  dresses  in  my 
closet. . .  Between  '62  and  '64 1  went  through  an 
aberrant  phase,  dressing  up  in  high  ladies' 
drag,  looking  more  like  a  parody  of  some  fixed 
idea  of  my  sex  than  anything  closely  resem- 
bling it.  No  matter  what  we  both  were,  we  shar- 
ed the  culture's  main  ideas  about  our  respec- 
tive sexes:  men  like  men,  women  like  men,  and 


Ouintessentially  sixties 


men  and  women  like  only  beautiful  women.... 
Add  to  that  that  for  myselt  I  also  liked  power- 
ful women  (provided  they  remained  wiihin 
striking  range  of  beautiful),  and  you  have  some 
idea  of  what  it  was  that  disturbed  Steve  about 
me  as  a  dance  critic. 

She  was  forty  when  she  entered  a  lesbian  bar 
for  the  first  time,  in  London  at  the  Gateways,  but 
remained  unwilling  (and  why  exactly  is  unclear, 
one  of  the  few  gaps  in  this  otherwise  holistic  ac- 
count) to  explore  New  York  City's  lesbian  scene. 
Her  unsympathetic  sexual  environment,  and  the 
unspoken  rage  and  paranoia  it  engendered,  cer- 
tainly contributed  to  her  insanity  and  her  rowdy 
behaviour.  In  the  course  of  the  book  Johnston 
advances  from  swinging  on  water  pipes  at  loft 
parties  to  singing  over  the  microphone  after  a 
Velvet  Underground  concert  at  a  Merce  Cun- 
ningham reception,  and  attending  a  Museum  of 
Modern  Art  opening  in  black  tuxedo  and  top  hat, 
a  polka-dot  necktie  the  only  visible  link  to 
late-'60s  fashion  games. 
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This  last  was  a  zap,  though  only  half-articulat- 
ed at  the  time.  Other  people  were  dressing 
strangely.  But  Johnston  had  already  begun  an 
analysis  of  drag  in  1965  review  entitled  "Morris 
—  Childs"  and  in  '68  had  developed  enough  gay 
consciousness  to  chide  critic  Gregory  Battcock 
for  writing  in  gay  journals  when  it  was  straights 
we  needed  to  confront.  The  dialectic  here  lies  in 
Johnston '  s  temporary  inability  to  appreciate  that 
individual  activism  needed  a  strong  support  base 
to  succeed  (though  the  reverse  is  also  true),  a  divi- 
sion that  would  follow  her  through  the  lesbian 
nation  years  — '  T  very  often  run  into  the  conflict 
between  autonomy  and  devotion."  (From  the 
review  "Non  Noto,"  1969)  —  and  would  even- 
tually weaken  her  credentials,  even  after  she  had 
become  one  of  America's  foremost  champions  of 
lesbian  liberation. 

But  Johnston  has  a  gambler's  instinct  for  lay- 
ing her  credentials  on  the  line,  as  a  critic,  a  writer, 
and  a  feminist  lesbian,  storming  the  territory 
more  cautious  politicos  fear  to  tread.  And  this 
hyper-individualistic  iconoclasm  carries  an  ele- 
ment of  heroic  self-sacrifice.  Her  insistent  self-af- 
firmation, through  self-presentation,  revolution- 
ized lesbian  identity.  During  her  first  lesbian 
awakening,  recorded  in  Mother  Bound,  she  rec- 
ognized that  in  the  eyes  of  her  straight  female 
friends,  she,  as  a  dyke,  was  both  a  failed  woman 
and  a  failed  man:  the  "crippled  son"  motif.  In 
the  Paper  Daughter  years  she  was  struggling  to- 
ward a  pure  androgyny  —  the  realization  that  a 
lesbian  is  actually  a  successful  man  and  a  success- 
ful woman,  take  your  choice  or  have  it  both  ways. 
Her  disruptive  clowning  shattered  the  sexist  boun- 
daries of  feminine  dignity  and  led  to  the  public 
creation,  in  life  and  literature,  of  a  new  type  of 
liberated  lesbian.  Or  Archedyke,  to  use  one  of 
Johnston's  puns. 

At  any  rate,  it  was  certainly  the  invention  of  a 
character.  By  the  mid-'70s  Johnston  was  merrily 
bending  content  to  fit  the  phrase,  starring  in  her 
weekly  columns  as  a  familiar,  suavely  comic,  po- 
etically political  figure:  travelling,  skirt-chasing, 
coining  one-liners,  discussing  orgasms,  and  writ- 
ing about  the  act  of  writing:  the  cocky  aesthete 
with  the  mock-naif  cool  of  Mary  Hartman,  New 
York.  But  in  Autobiography  in  Search  of  a  Fa- 
ther Johnston  bends  the  phrase  to  fit  the  concept, 
choosing  realistic  precision  over  the  philosophic- 
al impressionism  of  her  earlier  work.  Paper 
Daughter's  excruciating  honesty  represents  the 
ultimate  sacrifice  of  character  —  and  ego  —  on 
the  altar  of  truth,  which  paradoxically  elevates 
the  heroine  to  her  most  fascinating  human  di- 
mension .  And  she  lavishes  detail  on  her  friends  as 
well,  providing  capsule  biographies  and  physical 
descriptions  of  all  the  main  characters  —  from 
Ann  Wilson's  beautiful  laugh  and  Robert 
Rauschenberg's  shoulders  to  the  condition  of 
James  Taylor's  bedsheets.  The  results  are  won- 
derfully novelistic. 

Topping  that,  Johnston  plays  the  role  of  writ- 
er's writer  to  the  hilt.  Because  writing  was  intrin- 
sic to  her  psychological  development,  indeed  her 
raison  d'etre,  she  explains  her  work's  evolution: 
an  act  of  Nabokovian  perversity.  Chronological- 
ly Paper  Daughter  coincides  with  most  of  Mar- 
malade Me,  her  first  collection  of  columns,  and  is 
the  critical  companion  to  that  book.  Which  puts 
me  in  the  position  of  a  critic  criticizing  a  critic's 
criticism  of  her  own  criticism.  I  think  I'll  pass. 

Whether  or  not  you  care  about  Jill  Johnston 
and  what  she  stands  for,  the  book  is  worth  read- 
ing for  its  revelations.  There's  a  little  something 
for  everyone  here;  I've  merely  scratched  the  sur- 
face of  this  tour  de  force.  One  of  the  most  exciting 
aspects  of  the  work  is  that  there  are  still  more  vol- 
umes to  come.  • 


HISTORY 


' '  Respectable' ' 

homoeroticism; 

sublimated  desire 

If ' The  modern  military  and  the  modern  state  are 
boys '  clubs  on  a  grand  scale, ' '  the  Nazis  showed  how 
to  exploit  sexual  longing  while  suppressing  sexuality 


Nationalism  and  Sexuality:  Respectability  and 
Abnormal  Sexuality  in  Modem  Europe  by 

George  L  Mosse.  Howard  Fertig,  Inc,  1985. 
$29.50  US. 

Scott  Tucker  • 

Charging  political  opponents  with  ho- 
mosexuality has  been  a  persistent  ploy 
in  this  century.  And  there  is  an  element  of  truth  in 
all  such  propaganda,  whether  the  intended  defa- 
mation comes  from  the  left,  right,  or  centre.  In 
this  study  of  nationalism  and  sexuality,  George 
Mosse  quotes  the  fascist  intellectual  Drieu  La 
Rochelle  ("known  as  a  great  womanizer")  who 
stated  in  1944,  "Forme,  the  drama  of  friendship 


as  armies  of  lovers,  and  politicians  often  campaign 
as  good  family  men.  Yet  a  sublimated  homoeroti- 
cism serves  to  build  up  the  pyramid  of  the  state, 
and  can  coexist  with  a  cult  of  the  family.  When  and 
where  homosexuality  does  surface,  it  may  threaten 
both  personal  and  political  order,  and  the  state 
may  regulate  or  submerge  it  accordingly. 

This  is  a  sexual  and  social  order  which  can  nev- 
er be  quite  stable,  since  it  can't  survive  without 
creating  the  very  strains  which  subvert  it.  Mosse 
is  a  masterful  historian  of  German  politics  and 
culture,  and  in  Nationalism  and  Sexuality  he 
examines  the  order  and  disorder  which  resulted 
when  the  Nazis  sought  to  harness  respectability 
and  sexuality  to  the  state. 


'SA  service  develops  comradeship,  toughness,  strength' 


between  men  is  at  the  heart  of  politics." 

The  modern  military  and  the  modern  state  are, 
indeed,  boys'  clubs  on  a  grand  scale,  though  to- 
ken women  sometimes  fill  positions  of  power. 
These  institutions  are  homosocial  rather  than  ho- 
mosexual; modem  soldiers  do  not  band  together 


"Racism,"  Mosse  writes,  "was  a  heightened 
form  of  nationalism,"  and  the  sexual  elements  of 
racism  became  codified  in  Nazi  ideology  and 
law.  Jews  were  gassed  in  accordance  with  racist 
eugenics,  and  ideal  Aryans  were  selected  to  be 
fruitful  and  multiply.  Racist  "science"  and  the 


mysticism  of  Blood  and  Soil  were  not  Nazi  inven- 
tions: such  ideas  were  largely  inherited  from  the 
culture  of  the  previous  century  and  even  earlier. 
But  it  was  the  Nazis  who  first  put  such  ideas  into 
practice  with  brutal  bureaucratic  rigour,  mean- 
while elaborating  variations  on  the  themes  of  sex- 
ual deviation  and  racial  degeneracy.  Racism, 
sexology  and  eugenics  were  strands  often  woven 
together  in  the  fabric  of  European  culture,  and 
influenced  not  only  scientists  and  politicians,  but 
also  writers  and  artists  such  as  Marcel  Proust  and 
Thomas  Mann.  Mosse  notes  that  even  Jews  ex- 
pressed racist  theories,  and  that  "even  feminists, 
homosexuals,  and  lesbians  proclaimed  their  ad- 
herence to  the  basic  norms  and  stereotypes  of  re- 
spectablity,  wanting  only  to  bend  the  bars  of  their 
cage,  not  to  unhinge  them." 
This  longing  for  respectability  determined 


"It  was  Reich  who 
best  analyzed  the 
appeal  to  youth  of 
Nazism.  The  Nazis 
sometimes  encouraged 
rebellion  from  parental 
control,  but  only  to 
concentrate  power  in 
the  fatherly  Fuhrer" 


some  sad  twists  and  turns  of  the  early  German 
gay  movement,  later  destroyed  by  the  Nazis.  One 
tendency  was  rather  more  homoerotic  than  ho- 
mosexual, and  waxed  nostalgic  for  ancient 
Greece,  where  lovers  were  comrades  in  battle. 
Benedict  Friedlander,  himself  a  Jew,  claimed  ho- 
mosexuals made  good  warriors;  "He  maintain- 
ed," writes  Mosse,  "that  homosexuals  were 


uniquely  capable  of  transcending  sexuality,  thus 
rendering  them  particularly  manly. . . .  Attacks  on 
homosexuals,"  he  wrote,  "were  led  by  Jews  de- 
termined to  undermine  Aryan  virility  and  self- 
awareness."  In  contrast,  Magnus  Hirschfeld 
claimed  that  homosexuals  were  neither  fully  men 
nor  fully  women,  but  an  androgynous  third  sex 
which  science  had  revealed  and  whose  nature 
society  must  respect.  Such  theories  served  to 
strengthen  gay  identity,  but  also  permitted  tactic- 
al evasions.  They  failed,  of  course,  to  enlighten 
or  deter  the  Nazis,  who  raided  Hirschfeld's  Insti- 
tute for  Sexology  in  May  1933,  and  held  an  in- 
famous book-burning. 

The  Nazis  had  their  own  tactical  reasons  for  al- 
lowing sexually  suspect  members  to  rise  in  their 
ranks,  and  Mosse  notes  that  "Ernst  Rohm,  the 
SA  chief  of  staff,  was  a  well-known  homosexual, 
as  were  other  top  leaders."  The  Nazis  defended 
Rohm  against  his  critics  even  while  a  Nazi  politi- 
cian introduced  a  bill  to  the  German  parliament 
in  1 930  calling  for  the  castration  of  homosexuals. 
Though  the  Nazis  regarded  homosexuality  as  a 
contagious  "Jewish  pestilence,"  it  was  not  until 
1934  that  Hitler  directed  the  murder  of  Rohm 
and  the  purge  of  the  SA,  both  of  which  were,  as 
Mosse  writes,  "officially  justified  as  a  blow 
against  homosexuality ....  The  period  of  struggle 
for  power  had  ended,  and  with  it  any  ambiva- 
lence about  the  predominance  of  bourgeois  mor- 
ality. The  assertion  of  respectability  went  hand  in 
hand  with  disciplining  the  storm  troops." 

Inevitably,  the  patriarchal  populism  of  the 
Nazis  developed  cracks  and  fissures,  since  only 
straight  men  truly  counted  as  persons  among  The 
People.  Mosse  describes  and  analyzes  an  inner- 
party  speech  given  in  1937  by  Heinrich  Himmler, 
the  leader  of  the  police  and  the  SS,  a  speech 
"which  must  rank  as  the  most  wide-ranging  and 
thorough  discussion  of  sexuality  by  any  National 
Socialist  leader."  The  Nazis  may  have  consoli- 
dated a  public  front  of  respectability,  but  the 
stagecraft  was  in  contradiction  with  other  views 
and  policies.  As  Mosse  writes,  "Because  Himm- 
ler felt  that  homosexuality  was  acquired  through 
lack  of  feminine  contact,  he  condoned  prostitu- 
tion. Prostitutes  should  be  treated  generously, 
for  otherwise  German  youth  might  be  drawn  into 
homosexual  activity.  Here  Himmler  was  in  direct 
conflict  with  the  official  policy  of  the  Third  Reich, 
illustrating  once  more  the  always  latent  conflict 
between  respectability  and  the  perceived  necessi- 
ties of  the  Mannerbund  (comradeship  of  men). 
Even  more  striking  is  Mosse's  discussion  of  the 
ideas  of  Lydia  Gottschewski,  briefly  the  leader  of 
the  Nazi  Party  women's  organization.  Gotschew- 
ski  "affirmed  her  belief  in  male  supremacy,"  but 
questioned  the  "emphasis  on  spiritual  love  design- 
ed to  maintain  the  respectability  of  male  friend- 
ships," especially  when  women  were  considered 
more  corporeal,  and  thus  undervalued. 

Mosse  is  a  brilliant  scholar  and  a  brilliant  his- 
torical analyst  right  up  until  the  concluding  chap- 
ter of  his  book.  The  last  paragraph  is  particularly 
lame  and  resigned.  Mosse  writes  that  "respecta- 
bility provided  society  with  an  essential  cohesion 
that  was  as  important  in  the  perceptions  of  men 
and  women  as  any  economic  or  political  inter- 
ests." When  he  asks  if  the  price  exacted  for  this 
morality  was  too  high,  the  question  has  little  of 
the  tragic  resonance  which  Freud  gave  it  when  he 
wrote  Civilization  audits  Discontents.  Yet  it  has 
the  same  weight  of  cultural  pessimism.  Freud  ar- 
gued that  the  repression  and  sublimation  of  sex- 
uality was  essential  to  our  form  of  "high"  cul- 
ture, and  that  outbreaks  of  irrational  violence  are 
one  price  we  pay.  Mosse  himself  ends  by  stating: 
"respectability  seems  securely  enthroned,  how- 
ever new  her  garments,  permitting  some  latitude 
of  sexual  expression  provided  that  it  does  not  en- 
danger her  power  and  dominance." 


Respectability  becomes  much  too  regal  in 
these  closing  words,  and  economics  and  politics 
slink  offstage.  Mosse  has  demonstrated  their  in- 
teraction throughout  his  book,  and  they  deserve 
equal  say  before  the  curtain  falls.  Only  in  one 
passing  paragraph  in  his  last  chapter  does  he 
mention  the  missing  links  in  traditional  leftist 
thinking:  "Karl  Marx's  contention  that  all  sys- 
tems of  thought  are  products  of  the  time  in  which 
they  arose  was  not  consistently  applied  to  bour- 
geois morality."  He  quotes  Louis  Fisher,  who 


"The  modern  military 
and  the  modern  state 
are ...  homosocial 
rather  than 
homosexual;  modern 
soldiers  do  not  band 
together  as  armies  of 
lovers,  and  politicians 
often  campaign  as 
good  family  men.  Yet  a 
sublimated 
homoeroticism  serves 
to  build  up  the  pyramid 
of  the  state" 


wrote  in  1 930  that "  the  Communist  Party  had  no 
theory  of  sexual  revolution."  Mosse's  own  com- 
ments are  brief  and  leave  us  with  dead  ends: 
"Economic,  political,  and  social  revolution  was 
not  accompanied  by  sexual  revolution.  The  rela- 
tionship between  respectability  and  socialism 
seems  to  demonstrate  how  effectively  respectabil- 
ity had  penetrated  all  classes  of  the  population. 
Those  considered  abnormal  by  society  could  ex- 
pect no  help  from  the  proletariat." 

What  Mosse  writes  is  not  absolutely  false,  but 
it  is  irksomely  incomplete.  Neither  in  this  book 
nor  in  several  others  concerning  German  culture 
and  Nazism  does  Mosse  discuss  the  work  of 
Wilhelm  Reich,  who  did  indeed  argue  in  favour 
of  both  economic  and  sexual  revolution,  and 
whose  work  Mosse  must  surely  know.  By  1934 
Reich's  heresies  earned  him  honourable  expul- 
sions from  both  the  German  Communist  Party 
and  the  International  Psychoanalytic  Associa- 
tion. In  The  Sexual  Revolution,  Reich  began  a 
concrete  analysis  of  the  sexual  counter-revolu- 
tion carried  out  in  the  Soviet  Union  during 
Stalin's  regime,  which  Mosse  mentions  only  in 
passing  and  in  a  fashion  which  smacks  of  fatal- 
ism. Likewise,  Reich  did  all  he  could  to  warn  that 


the  Nazis  were  gaining  ground  on  sexual  and  cul- 
tural terrain,  while  the  left  vacillated  or  retreated. 
Quite  aware  that  "respectability  had  penetrated 
all  classes  of  the  population,"  as  Mosse  notes, 
Reich  was  a  brilliant  pioneer  of  socialist  sexual 
politics,  especially  in  his  work  What  is  Class 
Consciousness?.  If  "the  connection  between  the 
authoritarian  state  and  the  patriarchal  family"  is 
better  acknowledged  today  among  radicals,  that 
is  largely  due  to  the  brave  insight  of  Reich. 

"Abolition  of  the  family!  Even  the  most  radi- 
cal flare  up  this  infamous  proposal  of  the  Com- 
munists.' '  So  Marx  and  Engels  had  written  in  The 
Communist  Manifesto,  and  presumed  radicals 
still  flared  up  at  this  proposal  when  Reich  raised  it 
a  century  later.  It  was  Reich  who  best  analyzed 
the  appeal  to  youth  of  Nazism.  The  Nazis  some- 
times encouraged  rebellion  from  parental  con- 
trol, but  only  to  concentrate  power  in  the  fatherly 
Fuhrer.  Likewise,  the  Nazis  exalted  powerful 
physiques,  but  the  pseudo-paganism  was  a  lure 
for  recruitment,  while  puritanism  was  funda- 
mental. All  sports  became  ascetic  military  disci- 
plines, and  all  sexuality  was  channeled  by  dog- 
mas of  racial  purity  and  pollution.  A  discussion 
of  Reich's  work  would  have  been  fitting  in 
Mosse's  book,  either  to  refine  or  refute  his  think- 
ing. Reich  could  be  both  cranky  and  conven- 
tional, and  while  he  opposed  anti-gay  laws  and 
purges,  he  was  also  able  to  spin  a  formula  in 
which  homosexuality  "tends"  to  the  right,  and 
heterosexuality  "tends"  to  the  left.  But  he  turned 
a  blazing  searchlight  on  the  cult  of  the  family 
within  Stalinist  and  fascist  regimes.  Mosse  him- 
self quotes  from  the  autobiography  of  an  SA 
member:  "The  family  is  the  most  important  cell 
of  the  state;  whoever  attacks  the  family  acts 
against  the  well-being  of  the  state." 

In  an  earlier  book,  Toward  the  Final  Solution, 
Mosse  wrote,  "When  the  Warsaw  Ghetto  was 
stricken  by  epidemics  of  typhoid,  the  slogan 
'Jews-Lice-Typhoid'  was  spread  by  the  Germans 
among  a  not  unreceptive  Polish  population."  A 
similar  tactic  is  today  used  against  gays,  reducing 
us  to  rodents  and  insects  who  carry  plague  and  de- 
serve a  purge  from  society.  The  full  social  conse- 
quences of  the  AIDS  epidemic  are  likely  to  grow 
nastier.  While  we  should  resist  any  facile  parallels 
between  Nazism  and  present  reaction,  still  there 
are  themes  and  variations  which  resonate  through 
history.  With  this  book  Mosse  has  written  one 
more  movement  into  the  symphonic  scale  and 
structure  of  his  previous  historical  work,  and  the 
themes  he  shapes  remain  tragic.  Even  if  this  book 
contains  puzzling  silences  and  little  fighting  spirit, 
it  is  worth  close  reading  by  anyone  who  refuses  to 
fall  in  step  with  this  century's  dance  of  death.  • 


Scott  Tucker  lives  and  writes  in  Philadelphia. 


POEM 


Whitrnansexual 


Whitman  was  a  boysexual,  a  girlsexual, 

a  womansexual,  a  mansexual, 
A  grasssexual,  a  treesexual, 

a  skysexual,  an  earthsexual. 
Whitman  was  an  oceansexual,  a  mountainsexual, 

a  cloudsexual,  a  prairiesexual, 
A  birdsongscxual,  a  lilacsmellsexual, 

a  gallopinghorscsexual. 
Whitman  was  a  darknesssexual,  a  sleeperscxual, 

a  sunrisescxual,  a  MilkyWaysexual, 
A  gcntlebrcc/cscxual,  an  openroadscxual, 

a  wildcmesssexual,  a  democracysexual, 
A  drumtapsscxual,  a  crossingbrooklynferrysexual, 

a  sands-at-scvcnty-sexual. 


Whitman  was  a  farewell-my-fancy-sexual, 

a  luckier-than-was-thought-sexual, 
A  deathsexual,  a  corpsewatchsexual. 

a  compostsexual,  a  poets-to-come-sexual, 
A  miracle-sexual,  an  immortalitysexual, 

a  cosmos-sexual,  a  waiting-for-you-sexual. 

Antler  % 

Antler,  author  of  Factory  and  the  soon-to-be-pub- 
lished I \asl  Words,  is  0  poet  qf  work,  love,  and 
wilderness. 
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521-P  United  St., 

Key  West,  FL  33040 

305-296-7467 


The  perfect  setting  for  poolside  fun  and 
making  new  friends.  A  tastefully  decorated 
guesthouse  in  a  great  Old  Town  location. 
Call  or  write  for  color  brochure. 


For  a  Different  Kind  of  Cruising... 
Sail  the  blue  waters  of  the  Florida 
Keys  to  Key  West  or  the  Bahamas. 
Full-service  charter  with  Captain 
and  Mate.  Coast  Guard  licensed. 


P.O.  Box  331244 

Coconut  Grove,  FL  33133 

(305)634-2113 


An  Inn  for  the 
Auant  Garde  in 
Old  Towne. 


KEY  WEST 

Celebrate  your  lifestyle  in  our  Victorian 
mansion.  Varied  rooms  feature  private 
baths,  balconies,  A/C  and  kitchenettes. 
Enjoy  our  tropical  deck,  heated  pool  and 
entertainment  lounge.  Rates  include 
airport  pickup,  daily  breakfast,  sunset 
cocktails  and  very  personal  attention. 

,        410  F  Fleming  St. 

A  Key  West 

FL  33040 

305/294-6977 


iCEr 

WEST 


"A  complete  resort.  Enclosed 

compound  includes  34  A/C 

guestrooms  &  efficiencies,  most  with 

TV,  all  with  radios." 

Tropical  Jacuzzi  setting  •  Giant 

swimming  pool  •  Cafe  •  Sauna  • 

Exercise  room  •  TV  lounge  with 

45"  screen  •  Bike  fleet  • 

Prices  to  fit  your  budget 

Weekly  rates 

Our  9th  year  catering  to  your  lifestyle 


House 


1129FI.1:MI.\(.  street  key  west 
FLORIDA  33040  •  (306)  294-6284 


III 


San  Francisco's  finest  leather  is  now 
available  in  Vancouver!!! 
custom  'wholesale  •  mail-order 

for  catalogue  send  $3.00 

to  IMAGE  LEATHER 
721-810W.  Broadway 
Vancouver,  BC  V5Z  4C9 

( $2 .00  off  first  order) 

leather  &  rubber  for  men  &  women 
for  information  call  Mack  at  430-5512 
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Cypress  House 


a  great  guest  house" 
The  Advocate 


Come  celebrate  our  7th  season  with 
us!  Celebrate  your  lifestyle,  anniver- 
sary, or  just  get  away  from  it  all  at 
carefree,  romantic  Cypress  House. 

•  Spotless  housekeeping*  Tropical 
pool  8f  gardens  •  Large  A/C  rooms 

•  Daily  breakfast  &  social  hours  • 
Ideally  located  a  block  from  busy 
Duval  Street  •  Ask  anyone  who's 
been  to  Key  West  about  us,  then  call 
or  write  for  our  brochure  or  reser- 
vations: (305)  294-6969 

601 C    Caroline  SL,  Key  West,  FL  33040 


+  kJ+  i\  +  O   +1  +  O  + 


+  KEY+WEST  + 


KEY  WEST 

J 


COCONUT  GROVE 


GUESTHOUSE 


Panoramic  Rooftop  Sundecks 

Secluded  Wood  Decked  Pool 

Relaxed  Hospitality 

Tropical  Elegance 

817  Fleming  •  Key  West,  Florida  J3040 

(305)296-5107 


823  FLEMING/305-296-2131 


The  Palms  of  Key  West 

GUESTHOUSE  •  RESORT 
Large  secluded  pool  &  sundeck  All  rooms  have  private  Datr 
&  AC.  Complimentary  continental  breakfast  &  sunset  drinks 

"THE  GUESTHOUSE  OF  YOUR  DREAMS" 
A  quiet  relaxed  atmosphere,  only  a  short  walk  from  the  Old 

Town  shops  &  discos.  Let  us  help  you  make  Key  West 

your  Fantasy  island.  Cool  in  summer  and  warm  in  winter. 

For  brochures  &  reservations 

write  or  phone  Kees  &  Terry 

The  Palms  of  Key  West 

820R  While  St  Key  West  FL 
(305)294-3146 


ALEXANDER'S 

A  SMALL,  TROPICAL 

STYLISH  GUESTHOUSE 

1118  FtEMINC,  KEY  WEST,  FL  33040 

305-294-9919 


hbuse 

KEY        WEST 


.YOUR   HOSTS  PAT  &   RON 


convenient  old  town  locatton— air  conditioned  rooms  —tropical  pool  andgarden— large  sundeck— 
breakfast  included  -  personal  attention    for  brochure  please  call  or  write 

329  elizabeth  st.    key  west,  Honda  33040    305  296-5368 
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PSYCHOLOGY 


What's  wrong  with  taking  pleasure  in  the  perverse? 

Love  and  hostility 


Observing  the  Erotic  Imagination  and  Presen- 
tations of  Gender  by  Professor  Robert  Stoller. 
Yale  University  Press.  $20. 

John  Alan  Lee  • 

Professor  Stoller  and  I  agree  on  one 
thing:  there  is  a  great  deal  of  hostility  in 
the  world.  But  where  we  find  this  hostility,  and 
choose  to  observe  and  analyse  it,  varies  pro- 
foundly. Professor  Stoller  seems  to  find  hostility 
in  any  form  of  even  slightly  kinky  sexuality.  Not 
only  these  two  new  books,  but  his  previous 
studies  (eg,  Perversion,  the  Erotic  form  of  Ha- 
tred, 1975;  Sexual  Excitement,  1979)  are  in- 
tensely preoccupied  with  hostility  in  intimate  re- 
lationships. So  far  as  I  am  aware,  none  of  his 
work  notices  or  analyses  the  incredible  manifes- 
tations of  hostility  which  make  our  city  nights 
dangerous,  our  air  travel  increasingly  terrorized, 
our  nation-states  brutal  with  torture,  our  civiliza- 
tion armed  for  megatonned  self-demolition.  One 
has  to  wonder  about  those  who  continue  to  locate 
the  problems  of  human  hostility  in  bed. 

For  Stoller,  perversion  is  an  'erotic  neurosis' 
in  which  hostility  is  used  to  avoid  true  intimacy. 
By  hostility,  Stoller  does  not  mean  mere  aggres- 
sion, but  the  intent  to  harm  or  injure.  This  hostili- 
ty is  more  often  expressed  in  fantasy  than  actual 


"One  has  to 

wonder  about  those 

who  continue  to 

locate  the  problems 

of  human  hostility 

in  bed" 


harm  of  others,  but  is  always  a  neurosis  which 
"serves  to  convert  childhood  trauma  to  adult 
triumph  over  others."  Sexual  excitement  is 
greater  when  the  perverse  hostility  involves  acts 
of  risk  taking. 

Stoller  insists  on  using  the  word  perversion, 
not  some  "wet  noodled  euphemism"  such  as 
"disorder"  or  "paraphilia"  proposed  in  the  re- 
vised diagnostic  manuals  of  the  American  Psy- 
chiatric Association.  He  likes  "perversion"  be- 
cause of  its  nasty  connotations  and  its  "sturdy" 
association  with  sin  and  righteousness.  In  the 
word  'perversion'  Stoller  hears  the  "thunder  of 
God  and  his  agents  on  earth."  (One  of  whom,  we 
are  left  to  assume,  is  the  good  professor  himself) . 

In  Erotic  Imagination  Stoller  takes  pleasure  in 
reminding  us  —  over  several  pages  —  that  "per- 
version exists"  by  reproducing  titles  and  adver- 
tisements from  kinky  porn  publications.  These 
range  from  the  distasteful  to  the  scatological  to 
the  disgusting  ("Shit  eating!"  "Torture!"  "Am- 
putation!") There  is  also  a  long  list  of  fetishes  — 


more  than  150  —  from  handcuffs  to  "steatopy- 
gous  buttocks"  {fat  ass  to  you). 

Stoller  admits  that  most  of  this  sexual  stimula- 
tion amounts  to  very  little  real  harm  of  persons, 
but  argues  that  enlightened  society  should  not 
"respond  benignly"  nor  urge  that  these  stimu- 
lants not  be  called  sin,  because  "hidden  in  these 
symbols...  are  scripts  that  portray  hostile  acts." 
In  a  digression,  he  notes  that  most  of  our  jokes 
and  humourous  skits  also  involve  "an  implied  or 
visible  victim  who  is  being  put  down."  Stoller 
would  apparently  banish  from  our  world  not  on- 
ly many  forms  of  sexual  pleasure  but  most  of  our 
comedy,  wit  and  satire. 

Stoller  acknowledges  that  "perversion  is  thea- 
tre" but  the  conclusion  he  draws  is  very  different 
from  mine  in  treating  S  and  M  sex  as  theatre  (in 
Getting  Sex,  1978).  Stoller  argues  that  "perver- 
sion... transforms  an  erotic  act  into  a  perfor- 
mance. . .  which  never  arrives  at  intimacy.' '  It  is  a 
means  of  avoiding  the  partner,  and  focussing  in- 
stead on  the  sexual  act.  It  is,  simply  put,  "de- 
humanization"  which  makes  sex  "safe  enough" 
to  risk  with  others,  because  the  actor's  fear  of  real 
intimacy  is  overcome.  Now  here's  a  novel  version 
of  "safe  sex!" 

Stoller  has  forgotten  his  Logic  101.  If  all  A  is  B, 
it  does  not  follow  that  all  B  is  A.  (I  teach  this  sim- 
ple rule  by  reminding  students  that  "All  lesbians 
are  women,  but  not  all  women  are  lesbians.")  It  is 
certainly  true  that  some  erotic  acts  avoid  "inter- 


personal" intimacy.  There  is  little  intimacy,  for 
example,  in  tearoom  sex.  Whether  we  choose  to 
call  such  acts  "perversions"  is  a  matter  of  labels, 
and  Stoller  has  told  us  why  he  likes  this  label.  But 
if  some  acts  which  avoid  intimacy  (A)  are  acts  la- 

"It  is  not 

uncommon  in  such 
performances  for 
the  lovers  to  break 
role  by  showing 
sympathy 
inappropriate  to 
the  scenario" 


belled  perverse  (B),  it  does  not  follow  that  all  acts 
labelled  perverse  (B)  are  acts  which  avoid  intima- 
cy (A). 

In  my  own  experience,  and  research  into  the 
sexual  experience  of  others,  I  can  certainly  cite 
numerous  instances  where  a  kinky  act  of  the  kind 
Stoller  would  label  perverse  (obviously  not  a  la- 
bel I  use),  is  part  of  an  erotic  performance  of  the 
greatest  intimacy,  interpersonal  disclosure, 
trust,  and  long-term  commitment.  I  have  inter- 
viewed partners  who  have  been  lovers  for  many 


years,  who  have  proven  their  full  willingness  to 
risk  intimacy  with  each  other.  There  may  appear 
to  be  "hostility"  in  their  kinky  actions,  but  it  is  a 
purely  theatrical  performance,  and  often  difficult 
to  simulate.  It  is  not  uncommon  in  such  perform- 
ances for  the  lovers  to  break  role  by  showing  sym- 
pathy inappropriate  to  the  scenario  (Oh,  I'm  aw- 
fully sorry,  I  didn't  mean  to  hurt  you  with  those 
handcuffs  —  let  me  loosen  them!).  Or  role  may 
be  broken  by  mutual  laughter  while  one  partner  is 
attempting  to  act  stern  and  authoritarian,  and 
the  other  meek  and  submissive. 

In  Presentation  of  Gender,  Stoller  extends  his 
thesis  on  hostility  and  intimacy  into  questions  of 
formation  of  gender  identity.  Frankly,  I  found 
most  of  this  book  more  boring  than  annoying.  I 
thought  we  were  past  the  psychiatric  obsession 
with  boys  experiencing  "excessive  closeness  with 
the  mother"  and  emotional  distance  from  pas- 
sive fathers ,  I  refuse  to  be  interested  in  "dialogues 
on  a  somewhat  feminine  boy."  I  had  hoped  the 
pathbreaking  work  of  Sandra  Bern  and  others, 
showing  androgyny  as  a  socially  constructive 
gender  orientation,  had  settled  the  issue. 

I  thought  we  had  stopped  worrying  about 
whether  every  little  boy  grew  up  to  be  a  John 
Wayne  or  a  Rock  Hudson  (those  who  rely  on  ster- 
eotypes of  masculinity  sure  goofed  on  that  one!). 
But  perhaps  Stoller  is  right  in  anticipating  a  fu- 
ture with  lots  of  psychiatric  patients  still  wanting 
to  cure  themselves  of  "inappropriate  gender 
identification."  The  newspapers  are  running  fea- 
ture articles  about  the  nostalgia  for  "real  mascu- 
linity." In  a  recent  issue  of  Toronto  Life  a  back- 
sliding feminist  yearns  to  escape  the  new  "Sensi- 
tive Man"  and  return  to  the  days  of  real  men. 
And  we  have  a  new  Canadian  organization  of 
' '  Real  Women"  dedicated  to  reversing  the  femin- 
ist revolution. 

To  end  on  a  positive  note,  both  these  books 
contain  fascinating  anthropological  reports  of  a 
Papuan  tribe  called  the  Sambia.  I'd  read  about 
them  before,  but  not  in  such  detail.  This  tribe 
holds  the  interesting  belief  that  the  body  of  a  boy 
is  an  empty  vessel,  sexually  speaking.  If  the  boy  is 
to  become  a  virile  adult,  and  a  father,  he  must  fill 
himself  with  seed.  The  only  way  to  get  this  seed  is 
to  fellate  adult  men  of  the  tribe,  and  of  course  to 
swallow  the  semen.  Boys  are  encouraged  to  do 
this  until  they  have  acquired  a  goodly  supply  of 
semen  —  no  doubt  also  to  the  pleasure  and  satis- 
faction of  the  fellated  men. 

Isn't  it  endlessly  fascinating,  the  ways  in  which 
human  societies  can  surround  behaviour  with 
such  a  diversity  of  meanings?  An  act  of  boy/man 
fellation  which  our  society  regards  with  horror 
and  punishes  as  crime,  is  regarded  in  another  so- 
ciety as  an  essential  act  of  maturation  for  the  boy 
and  survival  for  the  tribe.  Likewise,  Stoller's 
books  continue  to  surround  acts  which  many  of 
us  find  both  pleasurable  and  intimate,  with  a  psy- 
chiatric warning  of  neurosis  and  the  thunder  of 
God  against  sin.  • 

John  Allan  Lee  is  a  professor  of  sociology  at  the  I  m- 
versify  of  Toronto,  and  a  contributor  the  Thetanadi- 
an  Encyclopedia. 
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AT  THE  FARE  EXCHANGE 

Starters 

soup  du  jour 

fruit  coupe  , 
ereen  salad, 
caesar  salad 
seatopcf  pate     .     , 
cold  cnic'k.en  salad 


1 


^sJ 
?5  \ 
lefette 


ia\ct        .  , 
,eges  with 


Entrees 

:L 

Jed.  eggs  with  gravlax 
omelette  du  pur 
sole  poach  «h  champagne 

witHdill  noLlapdaige 
pork  tenderloin,  with  . 
■'apricots  and  almonds  . 
linguini  with  chicken  and 

pesto  cream 

Blus  a  large  selection  or  excellent 
esserts^specialtu  cocktails  and 
corfees    ' 

SATURDAY  &  SUNDAY  11-4- 

The  Eare  Exchange  Cafe 
4  Irwin  Avenue,"TbTonto 

923-592* 


Z.2S 

3.25 

2.50 

3.75 

3.25 

3.15 


S.^>0 
Y.15 
Y15 
600 

6,00 

7.15 

7.00 


//. 


- 


j/ 


t   / 


CHAPS 

9  ISABELLA  ST,  TORONTO,  CANADA 

(416)960  1200 


^J^moa/t^ 


I 

lA/ina  Chi 


a  social  club 

for  lesbians 

and  gay  men 

1586  Granville  Street 

Halifax,  Nova  Scotia 

902-423-6814 


ime3 


A  special 

^4|uest  House 

l  J         especially 

Ju  for  you. 

U  Near  San  Juan's 

Condado  Beach. 

Call  or  write  for  information 

53  TAFT  •  SAN  JUAN,  PR  0091 1 

809  —  727-4153,  727-2267 

Also  affiliated  with  a  women's  guest  house 


3I4  Jarvis  Street 

Toronto.  Ontario 

^V^|  M5B  2C5 

(4I6)  59I-6763 


II V? 


We 

m. 

your  language... 

You  expect  nothing  less  than  the  best.  After  all,  you're 
at  home  in  the  Church  St  neighbourhood. 
Brandt  makes  sure  you  get  the  best. 
It's  a  language  we  understand. 

T  TT**^  «    ^e  nave  fresn  t0P  Quality  beef,  pork, 
Ollx^^  *    lamb,  veal,  poultry  and  fish. 

^l\t(~*\\  ,    We're  friendly  and  courteous  and 
/^V^vl»^-^  eager  to  help  you. 

r^\f      ^e  carry  a  w'de  selection  of  cheese, 

Vjk  "QYVj  \~  *"  *   deli  and  imported  food  products  & 
/V*-*-*"^  pastries.  And  we  cater  food  trays. 


Brand! 


...Can  we 
talk? 

Brandt  Meats  &  Delicatessen 
530  Church  St  Toronto  961-3892 

Open  Monday  to  Friday  8am-8pm,  Saturday  8am-6pm 
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BOS  TON 

The  Best  Place  to  Stay 

Two  renovated  townhouses 
in  the  heart  of  Boston 

Continental  breakfast  and 

cocktail  set-ups  on  the 

outdoor  decks  or  in  the 

livingroom 

Just  minutes  walk  to  the 
historic  sights  and  nightlife 

Central  air  conditioning 

All  this  in  a  comfortable 
atmosphere  and  for  less  than 
half  the  major  hotels 

$29-$50  per  night 

MasterCard,  Visa  and 
American  Express  accepted 

n  TJTJTJ rifl 

OASIS 

22  Edgerly  Road 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02115 

617-267-2262 


LANGUAGE 


"Cut  sleeves" 
to  "lollipop  stops' ' 

Our  history  in  our  own  words 


Homolexis  by  Wayne  Dynes.  Gay  Academic 
Union  -  New  York  (GA  U-NY,  Box  480,  Len- 
noxHMStn,  New  York,  NY 10021.)  $7. 70  (US). 

Richard  Summerbell  • 

Words  fascinate  me.  I'm  the  sort  of 
person  who  reads  dictionaries 
phrase  books,  grammars  —  anything  with  words 
in  it.  To  me,  language  is  like  a  drug:  it  offers  an 
unending  series  of  unexpected  visions  to  the  brain 
—  it  produces  altered  perceptions,  visions  on  a 
small  scale.  Language  also  embodies  power:  ev- 
ery individual  word  survives  in  discourse  because 


"an  arresting  and  at 
times  saucy  book, 
truly  a  good  match 
for  the  18th-century 
"philosophical 
dictionaries" 


of  its  evocative  or  pre-emptive  powers,  and 
useless  words  rapidly  fade  away.  Like  magical 
spells,  words  are  charged  with  the  ability  to  hurt 
or  help. 

For  this  reason,  the  appearance  of  a  book  like 
Wayne  Dynes's  Homolexis  is  an  event  that  re- 
quires heralding.  Billed  as  "a  historical  and  cul- 
tural lexicon  of  homosexuality,"  Homolexis 
contains  definitions  and  brief  essays  for  over  six 
hundred  terms  connected  with  gay  culture  or  with 
the  culture  of  gay  suppression.  The  most  inimical 
words  ever  used  against  us  are  here,  as  are  the 
most  erudite  —  and  some  of  the  cheekiest  —  of 
our  own  words  of  response.  Slang,  obscenities, 
camp  phrases,  literary  and  academic  coinages, 
medical  and  psychiatric  terms,  biblical  words, 
and  the  expressions  of  Marxists,  prison  inmates, 
feminists,  sailors,  and  gay  activists  —  all  are 
present  and  authoritatively  accounted  for. 

Dynes's  practice  of  matching  each  word  with  a 
short  historical  essay  ensures  that  the  lexicon 
never  becomes  tedious,  a  mere  list.  This  style  is  all 
the  more  entertaining  since  Dynes  is  able  to  write 
as  intelligently  about  expressions  like  "lollipop 
stop"  (a  highway  rest  stop  used  for  sex  in  the  eas- 
tern US)  as  he  writes  about  grander  things  like 
"aversion  therapy"  and  "Augustinianism."  It's 
obvious,  though,  that  Dynes  is  particularly 
familiar  with  classical  and  mediaeval  sources, 
and  his  strength  in  these  areas  pervades  the  book. 
He  is  able,  for  example,  to  trace  the  expression 
"deviation"  far  beyond  modern  psychological 
usage  into  its  scriptural  and  folkloric  past.  In  do- 
ing so,  he  does  considerable  damage  to  the  veneer 
of  impartiality  which  psychology  has  tried  to  lay- 
er over  the  word.  While  Dynes  exposes  the  an- 
cient roots  of  some  expressions,  he  also  shows 
that  other  expressions  have  short  roots  indeed. 
For  example,  he  makes  a  good  case  for  the  idea 
that  "faggot"  was  not  used  to  refer  to  gay  men 


prior  to  this  century,  in  spite  of  its  earlier  use  as  an 
appellation  for  heretics. 

Dynes's  practice  of  writing  essays  also  allows 
him  to  inject  a  good  deal  of  personal  opinion  into 
the  book.  This  makes  Homolexis  an  arresting 
and  at  times  rather  saucy  book,  truly  a  good 
match  for  the  18th-century  "philosophical  dic- 
tionaries" Dynes  compares  it  to.  Although  the 
author  ventures  opinions  on  many  subjects,  a 
large  number  of  his  sallies  are  against  two  oppo- 
nents: Christian  apologists  and  sex-negative 
feminists.  Suffice  to  say  that  Dynes,  an  avenging 
atheist,  is  more  fundamentalist  than  the 
fundamentalists  in  his  interpretation  of  biblical 
language.  He  roundly  execrates  John  Boswell, 
whose  attempt  to  minimize  biblical  homophobia 
(in  Christianity,  Social  Tolerance,  and 
Homosexuality,  1980)  he  sees  as  an  evasion  of 
historical  responsibility.  In  his  haste  to  make 
scripture  completely  condemnatory,  and  hence 
condemnable,  Dynes  makes  some  curious  intel- 
lectual leaps.  For  example,  he  buttresses  his  case 
for  homophobia  in  the  original  Sodom  story  by 
citing  the  opinions  of  Philo,  an  Alexandrian  Jew- 
ish writer  who  interpreted  the  passage  several 
centuries  after  it  was  written,  and  whose  personal 
homophobia  and  general  anti-sex  bias  are  well- 
documented. 

The  only  place  where  Dynes  completely 
throws  caution  to  the  wind,  though,  is  in  his  at- 
tack on  1970-style  lesbian-feminists.  He  excori- 
ates its  neologisms  (he  especially  hates  "her- 
story")  but  supports  the  obscure  neologism  "les- 
byterianism"  as  a  derogatory  reference  to  the  ra- 
ther devout  approbation  of  lesbian-feminism  ac- 
corded by  some  pro-feminist  men.  Worse  yet, 
Dynes  accuses  users  of  the  word  "sexism"  of  acts 
"verging  on  grudge  gathering  and  atrocity  prop- 
aganda.' '  This  diatribe  is  nothing  short  of  incred- 
ible in  a  book  in  which  the  term  "injustice  col- 
lecting," a  psychiatric  anti-gay  accusation  and 
near-equivalent  of  "grudge  gathering,"  is  shown 
to  be  a  verbal  tactic  for  "blaming  the  victim." 
Who  knows  what  feminist  acts  have  so  aroused 
Dynes's  choler. 

In  general,  though,  the  book  is  even-temper- 
ed, humorous  at  times,  and  amazingly  compre- 
hensive. Very  few  historically  important  gay 
terms  have  been  omitted:  the  only  ones  I  could 
think  of  were  Gore  Vidal's  famous  "homosexu- 
alist"  (popularized  by  homophobic  psychoanal- 
yst Alfred  Adler  in  1917)  and  "woman-loving 
woman"  (first  used,  surprisingly,  by  gay  male 
author  Edward  Stevenson  in  1908  —  see 
Jonathan  Katz's  Gay/Lesbian  Almanac,  1983). 
On  the  other  hand,  many  terms  which  will  be  new 
to  most  readers  —  for  example  "cut  sleeves"  or 
"tuan  hsui,"  a  Chinese  euphemism  for  homosex- 
uality —  are  brought  to  our  attention. 

Dynes  should  especially  be  commended  for  his 
unique  contribution  in  tracing  the  history  of  ho- 
mophobic psychological  and  psychiatric  terms. 
Althought  the  power  of  the  psychiatric  profes- 
sion over  gay  people  is  diminishing,  the  terms 
which  have  been  used  against  us  arc  fascinating 
examples  of  condemnatory  rhetoric.  I  found  my- 
self wishing  that  Dynes  had  been  able  to  go  one 
step  farther  and  dissect  the  expressions  of  the 
other  large  modern  profession  which  has  held 
power  over  us  —  the  journalistic  profession.  Of 


course  the  literature  of  journalism,  that  most 
respectable  form  of  folklore,  is  so  voluminous 
that  an  army  would  be  needed  to  study  it,  but  still 
—  where  did  tenacious  cliches  like  "sex  ring," 
"avowed  homosexual,"  "self-confessed,"  and 
"homosexual  murder"  get  started?  Dynes's  study 
of  psych  terms  shows  just  how  useful  a  parallel 
analysis  of  journalistic  terms  could  be.  Anyone 
willing  to  take  on  the  project  should  consult  Ho- 
molexis before  they  start:  they'll  find  no  better 
example  anywhere  of  how  a  study  of  words  ought 
to  be  presented  to  the  public.  • 

Richard  Summerbell  is  the  author  of  Ab-nor'maUy 
Happy,  A  Gay  Dictionary. 


MEMORIAM 


Christopher  Isherwood, 
1904-1986 

Writer  Christopher  Isherwood  died  at  his  home 
in  Santa  Monica,  California  on  January  4, 1 986. 
He  was  81  years  old. 

Isherwood's  career  spanned  more  than  50 
years  and  dozens  of  works,  including  collabora- 
tions with  W  H  Auden  (with  whom  he  left  Eng- 
land in  1939  to  live  in  the  United  States),  and  his 
1964  novel,  A  Single  Man,  about  a  gay  college 
professor  dealing  with  the  sudden  death  of  his 
lover.  But  he  remains  best  known  for  his  "Berlin 
stories,"  MrNorris  Changes  Trains  (1935)  and 
Goodbye  to  Berlin  (1939),  which  became  the 
basis  for  the  musical,  Cabaret.  Ironically,  Isher- 
wood himself  never  much  liked  the  play  or  the 
film,  but  he  loved  the  pre-war  city  in  which  they 
were  set.  "Berlin,"  he  recalled  in  1977  in  Chris- 
topher and  His  Kind,  "meant  Boys." 

Santa  Monica,  where  he  settled  in  1946,  and 
where  his  friendship  with  Aldous  Huxley  led  him 
into  an  interest  in  Vedantism  and  Hindu  philoso- 
phy, also  meant  boys  —  on  the  beach.  "Natural- 
ly we  put  our  towels  down  where  the  nice  looking 
boys  were,' '  he  told  Armistead  Maupin  in  a  1 985 
interview,  "and  one  thing  led  to  another."  In  the 
early  Fifties  he  met  Don  Bachardy  there,  then  18 
years  old,  "full  of  life  and  a  perfect  darling.  It  was 
just  as  simple  as  that.  You  know,  when  you  feel 
that  the  right  person  has  come  along,  then  all 
that's  required  is  a  little  sassiness."  Bachardy 
became  a  respected  artist;  his  portrait  of  Isher- 
wood above  is  one  of  many  he  did  over  the  years. 
They  remained  lovers  until  Isherwood's  death. 

"I  am  a  camera,"  Isherwood  said  in  his  most 
famous  line,  "shutter  open,  passively  recording." 
In  fact  he  was  never  passive,  never  "objective"; 
even  a  camera  selects,  amplifies,  suggests  mean- 
ing. If  the  shutter  is  now  closed,  what  it  opened 
onto  remains:  a  picture  of  the  world  seen  through 
eyes  that  were  passionately  if  coolly  perceptive, 
and  distinctly  queer  (a  word  Isherwood  much 
preferred  to  "gay  ").  That  picture  stands  not  only 
as  part  of  our  legacy  as  gay  people,  but  as  a  won- 
derful gift  to  a  world  much  in  need  of  queerness. 

RickBeboutO 
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Welcome  to  The  Body  Politic  Classifieds  —  gay  people  making  contact 
with  each  other  across  Canada  and  beyond. 
It's  a  bargain.  Personal  ads  are  just  40C  a  word,  with  a  minimum 
charge  of  $8.00.  Business  ads  (those  placed  for  any  profit-making  ser- 
vice) are  75C  per  word;  $15.00  minimum  —  or  call  our  advertising 
manager  at  (416)  364-6320  and  ask  about  reasonable  rates  for  display  ads. 
You  can  be  bold,  stand  out,  or  be  a  grabber!  For  a  small  additional  charge,  you  can  really  call  atten- 
tion to  your  ad  with  one  of  our  special  headings: 

BOLD:  27  CHARACTERS,  MAXIMUM.  ONLY  $5.00. 

STANDOUT:  20  CHARACTERS,  MAXIMUM.  AN  ADDITIONAL  $10.00. 

GRABBER!  15  CHARACTERS.  LEAP  OFF  THE  PAGE  FOR  $15.00! 

You  save  if  you  repeat  your  ad.  Run  your  message  twice,  and  you  save  1 5  % .  Three  or  four  insertions 
save  you  20%;  five  to  nine  25%;  and  if  your  ad  runs  ten  or  more  times,  you  save  30%! 
And  you  save  if  you  subscribe.  Body  Politic  subscribers  can  deduct  $2  from  the  cost  of  their  ads.  And 
if  you  don't  have  a  subscription  yet,  you  can  order  one  on  the  form  below  —  and  still  get  $2  off. 
We'll  forward  your  responses.  If  you  don't  want  your  address  or  phone  number  to  appear  in  your 
ad,  we'll  assign  a  drawer  number  people  can  mail  to  at  The  Body  Politic.  We'll  forward  your  responses 
to  you  twice  a  week  in  a  plain  envelope.  This  service  costs  an  extra  $4.00  per  ad  per  issue. 
Conditions.  All  ads  must  be  fully  prepaid  by  cheque,  money  order  or  charge  card,  and  mailed  to  ar- 
rive by  the  advertising  deadline  given  below.  Late  ads  will  be  held  over  for  the  following  issue,  unless 
you  instruct  us  otherwise.  Ad  replies  sent  to  a  drawer  number  cannot  be  picked  up  at  our  office. 
Some  rules:  Gay  sex  is  still  illegal  if  either  party  is  under  2 1  years  of  age,  or  if  more  than  two  people  are 
involved,  regardless  of  their  ages.  Please  word  your  ad  accordingly.  The  Ontario  Human  Rights  Code 
prohibits  specifications  based  on  race,  age  or  sex  in  any  ad  offering  employment.  Personal  ads  offering 
scenarios  that  might  reasonably  be  read  as  racially  or  otherwise  abusive  or  stereotypical  must  clearly 
indicate  that  what  is  being  requested  is  mutually  consensual  sexual  play  and  not  relations  of  genuine 
subservience,  such  as  employment.  We  reserve  the  right  to  refuse  or  alter  any  ad. 


•  CLASSIFIEDS^ 


Remember,  too,  that  your  ad  is  reaching  other  people,  not  just  a  box  number.  So  it's  smart  to  be 
positive  about  yourself  and  to  avoid  inadvertently  insulting  others.  We  will  edit  out  phrases  like  "no 
blacks"  or  "no  fats  or  ferns." 

How  to  place  an  ad:  Just  fill  in  the  form  below.  Choose  a  Bold,  Standout  or  Grabber  heading  if  you 
want,  then  write  the  rest  of  your  message  in  the  boxes  below,  one  word  per  box.  Telephone  numbers 
count  as  one  word,  as  do  postal  codes.  The  amount  in  the  last  box  that  you  write  in  is  the  basic  cost  of 
your  ad.  Then,  calculate  your  total  cost:  add  charges  for  a  special  head  or  our  forwarding  service  if 
you've  chosen  them,  and  deduct  discounts  if  you  run  your  ad  more  than  once,  or  if  you  subscribe. 

Mail  your  ad  along  with  payment  or  charge  information  to  us  at:  TBP Classifieds,  Box  7289,  Sin  A, 
Toronto,  ON  M5W  1X9.  Or  you  can  place  your  ad  by  phone:  figure  out  what  you  want  to  say,  get  out 
your  charge  card  and  call  us  at  (416)  364-6320.  Ask  for  the  person  in  charge  of  classified  ads. 

■  ■■■■■■■■■■■■.a.     How  to  answer  an  ad:  It's  easy  — and  it's  free.. 


^*       a  ■  •       a         ^P>|  n        J        ■%■•_*_••  ■  •_*•         ■  Put  your  reply  in  an  envelope  and  address  it  as 

Get  my  ad  into  The  Body  Politic  s  classifieds.  shown  *.<»: 


My  heading  is  fc 

GRABBER! 

Maximum  15  characters 

STANDOUT 

Maximum  20  characters 

My  text  is 

BOLD 

▼ 

Maximum  27  characters 

S8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

58  00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

S8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.40 

$8.80 

$9.20 

$9.60 

$10.00 

$10.40 

$10.80 

$11.20 

$11.60 

$12.00 

$12.40 

$12.80 

$13.20 

$13.60 

$14.00 

$14.40 

$14.80 

$15.20 

$15.60 

$16.00 

$16.40 

$16.80 

$17.20 

$17.60 

$18.00 

$18.40 

$18.80 

$19.20 

$19.60 

$20.00 

$20.40 

$20.80 

$21.20 

$21.60 

$22.00 

$22.40 

$22.80 

$23.20 

$23.60 

$24.00 

More  to  say?  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper,  at  a  cost  of  40c  per  word  (75C  per  word  for  business  ads). 


Basic  cost  S times number  of  runs 

Special  heading 

Grabbcr($15.00x  number of  runs): 

Standout  ($10.00 x  number of  runs): 

Bold  ($5.00  x  number of  runs): 


Total  cost  before  discounts: 
Discounts 

2 runs.  Deduct  15% 

3-4  runs.  Deduct  20% 

5-9 runs.  Deduct 25% 

1 0-1 2  runs.  Deduct  30% 

I  am  a  subscriber.  I  can  deduct  $2.00 

I'mgoingtosubscribenow.  Deduct $2.00 

Forwarding  Service 

Please  assign  a  drawer  number  and  forward  replies 
I  enclose  $4.00  per  ad  per  issue. 

Subscribe! 
I  want  to  subscribe. 
(Add  subscription  cost  to  subtotal) 


Clip  this  form  and  mail  it  with 

your  payment  to:  TBP  Classifieds,  Box  7289,  Station  A,  Toronto,  Ontario  M5W  1X9. 


ns:                      $ 

$ 

$ 

$ 
$ 

-$ 

$ 

•         -$ 

$ 
$ 
$ 

2.00 
2.00 

Subtotal  $ 

$ 

Subtotal  $ 

Canada  $ 

24.95  CN 

International 

24.95  US 

Total  payment  $ 

DEADLINE  FOR  THE  MARCH  ISSUE: 
5  PM,  WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY  5 

DEADLINE  FOR  THE  APRIL  ISSUE: 
5  PM,  WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  12 


Name: 
Address: 

City: 


Prov/State: 


t 


My  cheque/money  order  is  enclosed. 
Charge  my  Visa  Mastercharge 

Card  number:  _ 

Expiry  date: 


Code: 


Signature: 


02BPC026 


Drawer TBP  Classifieds 

Box  7289,  Station  A 
Toronto,  ON 
M5W  1X9 


□ 

Affix 

sufficient 

postage 


Make  sure  to  write  the  drawer  number  on  the 
outside  of  the  envelope  —  this  is  our  cue  to  for- 
ward your  letter  without  opening  it. 


Order  by 
phone! 

It's  easy:  Just  figure  out 

what  you  want  to  say, 

write  it  down,  get  out 

your  charge  card  and  call 

(416)  364-6320 

any  time  between  1 1  am 

and  5  pm,  Monday 

through  Friday.  Just  tell 

us  you'd  like  to  place  a 

classified  ad,  and  we'll 

take  your  message  and 

your  charge  card 

number.  Payment  by 

Visa  or  Mastercard  only. 
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Illllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

GWM  seeks 
same 

GWF  seeks 
same 


What  does  this  mean? 

Classified  shorthand  is  a  good  way 

to  say  a  lot  in  a  little  space,  but  it  can 

leave  you  saying  things  you  may  not 

mean.  It  you're  a  Gay  White  Male  or  a 

Gay  White  Female  looking  tor  a  fling 

or  a  friend,  and  if  race  doesn  t  matter 

to  you.  don't  limit  your  options 

inadvertently.  Tell  people  what 

you  want  in  your  own  words  and 

you'll  get  results! 


Canada's  oldest  penpal 
club  for  gay  men. 

Members  across  Canada 
and  the  U.S. 


GfiV 

mflTsi 


P.O.  Box  3043b,  Saskatoon 
Sask  S7K  3S9 


HOMELIFE 


REALTY  SERVICES 


Cimerman 

Real  Estate  Limited  •  Realtor 

501  Parliament  Street 
397  Eglinton  Avenue  East 


Your  specialists 

in  Real  Estate, 

thanking  you  for 

your  continued 

patronage  in 

the  New  Year 


Sales  Representatives 
Tom  McNeill  922-5533 
Barry  Shecter  486-5200 


CLASSIFIEDS 


When  you  go  on  vacation, 
your  obligations  don't! 


life 


HOUSESITTERS 

EJ 

Toronto  and  Area  591-1295 
Niagara  Region  685-3835 

•  Live-in  or  daily  visits  •  The  "Grandparents" 

program/Child  and  family  care  •  Fully  bonded 

1  Dependable  •  Insured  •  Inexpensive  •  Personalized 

Service  •  We  accept  maior  credit  cards 


R.  Douglas  Elliott,  B.  A.,  LL.B. 

Barrister  &  Solicitor 

65  Queen  Street  West,  Suite  805 

Toronto,  Ontario  M5H  2M5 

(416)  865-9890. 


Office  hours:  9  am  to  5  pm 

Evening  and  weekend  appointments  available 


Initial  consultation?  $20 
On  parte  francais 


HOMES 

•  TORONTO* 

BLOOR/BATHURST  area.  Furnished  bedroom  for  rent, 
with  cable  TV,  kitchen  and  phone  privileges.  $55/wk.  Call 
535-2294. 

GWM  35,  discreet  businessman  has  2  bedroom  apartment 
to  share  with  same.  2  baths,  all  modern  conveniences,  in- 
cluding cleaning  lady.  $385/mo.  Yonge/Davisville.  Mar 
1/86.  Drawer  F798. 

NUDIST  BOTTOM  SEEKS  TOP 

TO  SHARE  NEW  DOWNTOWN  well-furnished  air-con- 
ditioned two  bedroom  apartment.  I  am  a  good-looking, 
straight-appearing,  well-hung,  passive  male  nudist,  42.  You 
are  a  responsible,  masculine,  dominant,  thickly  endowed 
topman  who  appreciates  a  clean-shaven,  responsive  body  to 
use  for  your  pleasure  within  a  sharing,  caring,  monoga- 
mous relationship.  Let's  explore  the  possibilities  of  a  shared 
nudist  lifestyle.  Descriptive  letter,  photo(s),  phone  get  res- 
ponse. $360  monthly.  597-0471  or  Drawer  F790. 

LAKEFRONT,  BEACHES  WEST,  superb  view.  Unique, 
new  luxury  3  bedroom,  2 1/2  bathrooms.  House  open  con- . 
cept.   Large  loft.  Skylights.   Four  decks.  $260,000. 
259-5743. 

GERRARD  &  GREENWOOD.  Lower  1  or  2  bedroom, 
yard,  parking,  $525/mo.  Feb  1/86.  962-8113  (bus)  or 
465-3887  (res). 

QUEEN  &  PAPE.  Upper  3  bedroom.  $875/mo.  inclusive. 
Parking.  Feb  1/86.  962-81 13  (bus)  or  465-3887  (res). 

BUY    &     SELL 

WE  PAY  CASH 

FOR  USED  GAY  MAGAZINES  and  pocketbooks.  Trade- 
ins  also  accepted.  Orion  Books,  544  YongeSt,  Toronto,  On- 
tario  M4Y  1Y8,  Tel  (416)  923-5537.  

•  B      O      0      K     S      • 

THERE'S  A  BOOK  BEHIND  THIS  MAGAZINE.  Lon- 
don's Gay  News  called  it  "spectacular."  New  York's  Vil- 
lage Voice  said  "The  clarity  and  drive. . .  engage  any  gener- 
ous intelligence. ' '  The  book  is  called  Flaunting  ill  A  Decade 
of  Gay  Journalism  from  The  Body  Politic.  It's  yours  for 
$8.95  plus  $1 .00  for  postage  and  handling.  Order  the  book 
that  Christopher  Street  called  "a  pleasure  to  read. ..so  well 
edited  that  it  becomes  a  document  of  the  first  decade  of  gay 
liberation."  Send  $9.95  today  to  Flaunting  It!,  Box  639,  Stn 
A,  Toronto  ON  MSW  1G2. 

TOP  GUYS 

COLOUR  PHOTOS  of  nude  handsome  young  guys  for  all 
tastes.  Send  $2  (US)  for  catalogue  and  details  to  D  Silva, 
Box  6,  Mozelos,  4539  Lourosa  Codex,  Portugal. 

GROUPS 

BOOTS  CLUB 

CONTACT  CLUB  FOR  men  into  boots,  leather,  rubber, 
motorcycles,  motocross,  jeeps,  vans,  uniforms  and  the  out- 
doors. Now  over  100  members,  coast  to  coast  in  Canada 
and  the  USA.  Write:  Jeff,  at  PO  Box  48577,  Bentall  3, 595 
Burrand  St,  Vancouver  BC  V7X  1A3.  Small  membership 
fee,  hot  personal  ads! 

SERVICES 

GOOD  MASSAGE.  Mr  T  Fung.  465-9810. 

SINGER  (male)  is  interested  in  working  in  professional 
sound  studio  on  part-time  basis.  Offers  admin/secretarial 
service  in  exchange  for  assistance  in  putting  vocal  tapes  to- 
gether. Brendan.  Drawer  F641. 

HARDWORKING  GAY  MALE  building  clientele  for 
weekly  or  bi-weekly  apartment  cleaning.  Excellent  work, 
reasonable  rates.  Call  Robert  after  7pm,  690-9177. 


Piano  Tuning  &  Repair 


New  Pianos  need  care. 
New  strings  stretch  amazingly. 
It's  not  healthy  to  let  a  new 
piano  end  up  a  semitone  flat. 

lames  Tennyson 
Certified  Piano  Technician 
335  Markham  St,  Toronto 
967-6653 


BEAUTY  SALON  FOR  DOGS 

1519  O'Connor  Drive 

for  appointments  call:  759-9427 

Tues.-Sat.,  7:30  am.  to  6  pm. 


TRAVEL 

BED  &  BREAKFAST  IN  VANCOUVER  'M 

MAY  TO  OCT  1986  in  lesbian  home  North  Vancouver. 
Write  for  details.  Guys  or  girls  welcome.  Book  early.  $35 
per  person  nightly.  Drawer  F744. 

US  &  EUROPE  GAY  BAR  &  TOURIST  GUIDE.  $7. 50:  M 
Weishap,  4670  Fox  Lk  Rd,  Goodrich,  Mi  48438. 

VANCOUVER  BED  AND  BREAKFAST.  Central,  west 
end  location.  Gables  Guest  House.  Reservations:  1101 
Thurlow  St,  Vancouver,  BC  V6E1W9.  (604)684-4141. 

VISIT  VANCOUVER  FOR  EXPO  M 

VANCOUVERITE  WILL  SHARE  double  bed  with  heal- 
thy, responsible  visitors.  Eight  blocks  from  Expo.  I'm 
handsome,  intelligent,  working,  6'2",  33.  Photo  and  letter 
please.  Drawer  F751. 

BOATING  BUDDY,  GWM,  40,  professional,  wants  able- 
bodied,  platonic,  non-smoker  male  or  female  to  share  tra- 
vels on  cabin  cruiser.  Free,  private  berth.  Write  J  Breff,  c/o 
Box  503,  Stn  O,  Toronto  M4A  2P1. 

NEW  ENGLAND 

BED-AND-BREAKFAST  accomodation  in  private  homes 
and  guesthouses.  Contact:  New  England  Lavender  Hospi- 
tality, Box  3757,  Plymouth,  MA  02361.  (617)747-6354. 


Special  Moments. 
Private  Moments. 
Saltaire  Moments. 

They  begin  with  an  early  morning 
surfslde   stroll,   continue  poolslde 
with  new  friends,  then  extend  on 
Into   a   fulfilling    Fort    Lauderdale 
evening.      Visit      us      soon      and 
discover  for  yourself  why  Saltaire 
moments  are  so  special,  so  private. 

Inviting    suites,    efficiencies    and 
rooms  at  Inviting  rates. 

2831  Vislamar  Street 

Ft.  Lauderdale.  FL  33304 

^EfX             (305)5661689               mm* 

^M|        US    1800-231. 3432          ataM 

Ou.il  louse-  ■■'llOSl  46J-M27 

•  secluded  •  tropical  decor  • 

•  individual  kitchens  •  relaxed  rates  • 

•  intimate  • 

3016  alhambra  •  fort  lauderdale  •  florlda  33304 


w 


K 


•    TORONTO* 

MAN  NEEDS  QUIET  HOME,  companionship  and/or 
job.  Unemployed.  Overweight,  grey  hair,  average  looks.  50 
years  old,  5 '  10" .  PBS  favourite  channel.  Enjoy  healthy,  ac- 
tive lifestyle.  Alert,  friendly  personality.  College  grad. 
Nature  buff.  Self-starter.  Can  type,  cook,  drive  and  garden. 
Competent  manager  and  organizer.  Consider  room/board 
in  exchange  for  services.  Drawer  F365. 

ARE  YOU  RELIABLE,  hard-working  and  bondable?  If 
so,  we  need  you.  Growing  day-time  cleaning  business  needs 
staff,  part-time  leading  to  full-time.  $4.50/hour  to  start. 
Call  Robert  after  7pm  at  690-9177.  Mon-Fri. 

FULL  TIME  POSITION  AVAILABLE 

AT  GLAD  DAY  BOOKSHOP.  Book  knowledge  and  retail 
experience  essential.  Please  submit  resume  in  care  of  Robert 
Banks,  Glad  Day  Bookshop,  598A  Yonge  St.  Toronto,  ON 
M4Y  IZ3 

MALE  SEEKS  PART-TIME  POSITION  Wednesdays, 
Thursdays  and  Fridays.  Has  bookkeeping/office  cxperi- 
ence.  Call  and  ask  for  Ric,  429-5917. 

I'M  AMERICAN  and  my  lover  is  Canadian.  I  need  a  job 
here  so  we  can  be  together.  Have  degree  in  social  work  and 
foreign  language  skills.  Personable,  hard-working,  and  in- 
telligent. If  you  can  help,  please  contact  me  soon.  Drawer 
F78I. 
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Dr.  Willem  H.  Otto 

REGISTERED 
PSYCHOLOGIST 


Private  practice  in 

individual,  couple 

and  family  therapy  at  44 

Jackes  Avenue 

(Yonge  and  St.  Clair  area), 

Toronto,  Ontario  M4T  1E5. 

Free  consultation. 

Fees  on  sliding  scale 
according  to  income. 

Confidentiality  guaranteed. 
Telephone  962-5328. 


TERRY  MARTKL 

REAL  ESTATE  LTD..  REALTOR 

893  YONGE  STREET 

TORONTO,  ONTARIO 


MULTI-MILLION  DOLLAR  (  LIB 


Residential  and  Commercial  Sales 

HHF'o  Financing 
to  Qualified  Purchasers 


MICHAEL  SILBERSTE1  IN 

MB  \  .P.Eag. 

OFFICE:  960-1660 

24  HOI  KPAf.LK 


MATTEL 


i   . 


VANESSA  MAGHESS 
B.A.S.  (Finance) 


Tax  Services 

Small  Business 

Bookkeeping 

& 
Accounting 


368-1365 

office  in  downtown  Toronto 


DR.  I.vonUCHTENBERG,  Ph.D. 

STRICTLY  CONFIDENTIAL 


MARITAL  AND  SEXUAL  THERAPY 
CRISIS  AND  STRESS  MANAGEMENT 

562  PARLIAMENT  STREET 

TORONTO,  CANADA  M4X  1P8 

(416)  922-2996 


Robert  A. 
Brosius 

CHARTERED 
ACCOUNTANT 


Tax  and  Accounting  Services 

922-6949 


97  .Mai l land  Street 
Toronto  M4  Y  IE3 


PHONE 
ULTIMATE 

Anything 
You  Want 

•  Bodybuilders 

•  Spankings 

•  Athletes 

For  Lifeguards.  SurferT, 
Beach  Boys,  etc.,  call  our 
Beach  Line:  302-227-SWIM 

Ask  about  our  free  offer 
24  HOURS 

M/C  •  VISA  •  AMEX  •  C/B  •  D/C  •  CHECKS 

Free  <  .III  Kdths 

Discrrcl  Hilling       Kt-dsundhli-  KdU's 

718-204-6666 


montgomePLi 
Leathers 


Box  161,  Agincourt 

(Toronto),  Ontario, 

Canada  M1S3B6 


Visa.  Charge:'  or  Mastercard 
accepted 


Catalogue  5  now 
available 

Illustrated  36  page 

catalogue$5  00  +  90c  postage 

and  handling 


ASK  FOR  IT! 


NO.  801 
(back-view) 

DRESS        Adults  only -must 
HARNESS  be  legal  age 


>■> 


Z'lAVffiir'MtJn 


/220  EST,  RUE  SJE~  CATHERINE       < 
MONTREAL  i  QUEBEC       523  '3a3>9 
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CAY  DISABLED 

COMPANION/ATTENDANT  provides  friendship/ser- 
vices for  Toronto  gay  disabled.  Experienced  assisting  per- 
sons with  CP,  wheelchair,  deaf,  blind,  and/or  PWAs.  Reli- 
able, personal  care.  964-3719. 

PROFESSIONAL  ACCOUNTANT,  15  yrs.  experience, 
available  for  accounting,  tax  returns,  financial  consulting, 
and  planning.  487-1483. 

VOLUNTEERS 

ORGANIZATIONS  seeking  volunteers  can  find  them  in 
The  Body  Politic  classifieds.  Advertise  for  volunteer  help 
and  get  a  50%  discount  off  our  regular  reasonable  rates. 

LESBIANS  AND  GAY  MEN  wanted  for  peer  counselling 
and  information  phone  line.  Should  possess  a  mature  atti- 
tude, common  sense  and  empathy.  Phone  TAG  at 
964-6600. 

OTHER 

GAY  COURTWATCH.  General  court  information,  lawyer 
referrals,  crisis  referrals,  support  services.  If  you  have  been 
arrested  or  need  assistance  with  the  court  system  leave  a 
message  at  room  337,  Old  City  Hall,  Toronto,  or  call 
362-6928  or  961-8046.  We  are  here  to  help  you. 

■       LAUDERDALE      ■ 
MANOR     MOTEL      ™ 
Fort     Lauderdale 
Florida 

Spend  a  pleasant  vacation  at  the  Lauder- 
dale Manor.  300ft  from  our  beautiful 
beach  Party  at  the  world-famous  Marlm 
Beach  Hotel  next  door  and  come  back  to 
a  quiet  and  friendly  atmosphere  Modest- 
ly priced  hotel  rooms,  eficiencies  and 
apartments  with  color  TV  New  pool  in 
our  tropical  garden  and  BBQ 
Write  or  phone  Lauderdale 
Manor  Hotel  2926  Valencia  St 

■         Fort  Lauderdale  Florida  3  3  3  I  6       ^_ 
Tel       305-463-3384 


DECORACCESSORIES 

Our  New  Show  Room 

Affordably  Canadian  Mirrors, 

Florals,  Lighting,  Occasional 

Furniture,  Sculpture,  Consultation 


Decoraccessories 

351  Harbord  St  (at  Crawford) 

Tues-Sat9-5,  Fri  until  9 

536-4768 


L  and  K's  Painting  and  Decorating 

Wallpapering  and  repairs    . 

1 1 1  Trafalgar  Street 

London,  Ontario 

N5Z1G9 

519-455-5471 


Rik  Ruiter,  B.A.,  M.Div. 

Individual,  Couple,  Family  Therapist 

151  Robinson  St,  Hamilton,  ON  L8P  1Z6 

(416)  527-5610 


MESSAGES 

KEITH  MACOONALD 

WOULD  KEITH  MACDONALD  of  Vancouver  or  anyone 
knowing  his  whereabouts  please  contact  Gillian  Rodgerson 
or  Tim  McCaskell  at  The  Body  Politic  (416)364-6320.  We 
have  an  important  message  for  him. 
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SLIM  YOUNG  GUY  NEEDS  KINKY  SEX  Love  posing 
nude  for  camera  and  stripping  at  parties.  Enjoy  worship- 
ping lesbian  goddess  as  slave  maid.  Drawer  F764. 
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•INTERNATIONAL* 

PERSONAL  ADS,  UNCENSORED,  free  Box  No  &  free 
forwarding  of  mail ,  $5  for  1 2  months  in  national  gay  book . 
W  Weishap,  4670  Fox  Lk.  Rd,  Goodrich,  Mi  48438. 

YOUNG,  GOOD-LOOKING  ASIAN  GUY,  19,  176  cm, 
hotel  and  restaurant  senior  student,  fashion  model.  Love 
summer  beaches,  athletic  sports,  discos  and  asian  cooking, 
also  very  flexible  in  bed.  Seek  contact  for  sincere  and  honest 


YOUNG,  GOOD-LOOKING  FILIPPINO  guy,  20,  seeks 
contact  with  other  gays  regardless  of  age  to  develop  a  sincere 
and  honest  gay  to  gay  relationship.  Interests:  theatre,  clas- 
sical jazz,  beach-swimming,  very  flexible  in  bed,  loves  giv- 
ing oriental  massage  and  doing  nice  Asian  cooking.  Please 
reply  with  photo.  Francis  C  Moncatar,  57  Mabini  St, 
Bacolod  City  6001,  Negros  Occidental,  Philippines. 

•  UNITED    STATES* 

BUFFALO/NEW  YORK  AREA.  GWM,  27,  6'  180  lbs, 
brown  hair,  interests  —  cars,  home  life,  stable.  Seeks  GWM 
24-29  only.  Straight  types  preferred.  Reply  to  Milton,  Box 
28,  North  Tonawanda,  NY  14120. 


THE  CLOTH  SERIES.  DAVID  BLAIR,  1985 


GAY  CHINESE  SEEKS  FEMALE.  Handsome,  discreet, 
gay  Chinese  male  28, 5'6"  120  lbs,  presently  in  Canada, 
seeks  liberated  female  for  marriage  of  convenience.  Must  be 
a  Canadian  or  US  citizen.  Photo  &  phone  appreciated.  All 
replies  will  be  acknowledged.  Box  1204,  Barrie,  ON 
L4M5E2. 


lasting  gay  relationship.  Juancho  S  Tajahlangit,  Box  823, 
Bacolod  City,  6001,  Philippines. 

HANDSOME  ASIAN  GUY,  21,  willing  to  correspond  with 
sincere  guys,  age  not  important.  Honest,  loves  oriental 
massage,  works  part-time  model,  photography,  classical 
music,  sexual  flexibility  excellent.  Dr  Dario  G  Abaco,  2573 
Arellano  St,  Cor  Vito  Cruz  St,  Malate,  Manila,  Philip- 
pines. 

17  YEARS  OLD,  sophomore,  170  cm  130  lbs,  well  built, 
tan,  good-looking  young  man.  Hobbies  are:  drawing,  read- 
ing, swimming,  music  (folk,  disco  and  rock),  photography, 
movies.  Seeks  to  contact  gay,  especially  Canadian,  prefer- 
ably matured  gay  men.  Please  send  your  response  to  Re- 
gional Trial  Court  Branch  XLIX  (49)  Bacolod  City,  Neg 
OCC  Philippines  6001. 

23,  GOOD-LOOKING,  intelligent  Asian  guy  seeks  honest, 
genuine  gay  relationship,  age  not  important.  Loves  theatre, 
jazz  ballet,  beaches,  photography,  oriental  cooking, 
massage.  Very  flexible  regarding  sex.  Studies  computer 
science.  Roberto  N  Lacson,  69  Locsin  Ave,  Tly  Bldg, 
Bacolod  City,  Philippines  6001. ^^^ 

PHILLIPINES:  straight  acting  and  good-looking  guy,  23, 
173  cm  60  kg,  dark  black  hair  and  brown  eyes,  accomodat- 
ing, canng  nature  and  good  sense  of  humor.  Seeks  contact 
for  a  genuine,  sincere  and  honest  gay  relationship.  Interests 
include  travel,  music  (all  sorts),  swimming,  gardening,  pho- 
tography, theatre  arts,  movies,  philosophy,  all  sports  and 
Asian  cooking;  well-hung  and  sexually  flexible.  I  am  an  ed- 
ucation student.  Interested  parties  regardless  of  age  please 
reply  to  Fernando  D  Retiro,  BMAMC1  Compound,  Fuen- 
tebella,  Subdivision,  Bacolod  City  6001,  Philippines. 


•  NATIONALS 

•  Y      U      K     O      N      • 

WHITEHORSE  MALE  DESIRES  substitute  for  his  teddy 
bear.  Affectionate,  straight  appearing  professional,  6'  155 
lbs,  35  has  great  interest  in  outdoors,  photography.  Discre- 
tion assured/expected.  Drawer  F637. 

•  BRITISH  COLUMBIA* 

GWM  59  70"  1 60  brn/gry  blue  fair  7dn  clean  NS  SD  Ndrugs 
NoSM/BD  fin.  secure  Asthma  disability  fully  mobile  active 
outdoor  indoor  fun.  Seek  similar  or  smaller  GWM  45-65 
permanent  one  to  one  together  relationship  share  50-50  I 
can  relocate  or  you.  Drawer  F752. 

•  VANCOUVER* 

GWM  WANTS  PLF  TO  share;  goodtimes,  badtimes,  re- 
sponsibilities, business,  challenges,  home,  walks,  Softball, 
diapers,  plastic  panties,  caring,  talk,  listen,  communica- 
tion, sex,  giving,  forgiving,  learn,  teach,  you,  me,  together, 
partner,  lover,  friend.  Write  us,  Box  926,  Vancouver, 
V6G  2N7. 

•  EDMONTON* 
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SINCERE  GWM  41,  5'5"  130  lbs,  seeks  similar  GWM 
35-45  for  possible  relationship.  Varied  interests.  Phone, 
photo  appreciated.  Write  soon.  Drawer  F701. 
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THOUGHTFUL,  SENSITIVE.  Open  to  many  interests. 
GWM30's,  1 50  lbs  5'  10"  seeks  friend,  companion.  Drawer 
F729. 


SUBMISSIVE  VIRGIN 

5' 10"  160  LBS,  interested  in  experimenting;  I  want  to  meet 
a  man  who  can  teach  me  the  joys  of  gay  sex.  I  am  willing  to 
try  bondage  or  mild  S&M  with  the  right  man.  If  you  are 
25-50  and  living  in  Winnipeg  or  Regina,  please  write  to  me 
and  tell  me  what  you  want.  Drawer  F759. 

•  WINNIPEG* 

KNABE  25 180cm  65  kg  WASPy  but  multilingual  europe- 
an-outlook  likes  travelling,  films,  reading,  seeks  masculine 
man  25-40  and  possible  alternative  country  lifestyle  (will 
relocate).  Photo  appreciated:  Felix,  Box  1675,  Winnipeg, 
MBR3C2Z6. 

•  ONTARIO^ 

THE  SEARCHER 

THAT  HAS  BEEN  MY  LOT  in  life  for  over  5  years!  Isn't 
there  a  solid,  responsible,  loving  male  out  there?  Looks  are 
unimportant  except  you  should  be  well-endowed  and  over 
21 .  He  is  needed  for  a  37  year  old  male  with  his  head  on  right 
(and  monogamous).  Photo  and  address  appreciated. 
Drawer  F720. 

•THUNDER     BAY* 

GAY  MALE  34,  5'7"  140.  Looking  for  masculine  males 
30-50  in  Thunder  Bay.  Phone,  photo  gets  immediate  reply, 
visitors  welcome.  Box  1452,  Stn  F,  Thunder  Bay  P7C5W3. 

•  SOUTHERN  ONTARIO* 

WHEATLEY  TO  CHATHAM  AREA 

40  MILES  SOUTHEAST  OF  DETROIT  2  GWMs  looking 
for  masculine  males  in  area  for  friendship  and  more.  Our  in- 
terests are  varied  and  sexual.  Safe  sex  sought.  Write  with 
photo  and  phone  number.  Drawer  F754. 

BI'S  SUPPORT  GROUP.  Find  a  friendly  male  emotional 
connection.  K-W  and  Southwestern  Region.  Call  Gary 
(514)774-9973,  generally  suppertimes,  and  Monday  and 
Thursday  evenings. 

VERY  ATTRACTIVE,  STABLE,  financially  secure,  hon- 
est bottom.  28,  5'6"  135  lbs,  solid,  trim,  athletic  body, 
seeks  intelligent,  attractive,  non-promiscuous,  very  well- 
endowed,  together  Daddy,  25-35,  for  multi-faceted,  long- 
term  monogamous  relationship.  If  you  believe  freedom 
within  limits  is  the  best  kind  and  you  want  a  good  looking, 
fun-loving  submissive,  affectionate  son  with  great  sexual 
endurance,  I'm  your  boy.  MildSM,  WS.  NoFF,  Scat.  Seri- 
ous letter  and  photo  a  must.  Let's  grow  together.  Drawer 
FSI1. __ 

NIAGARA  MALE 

I  AM  LOOKING  for  a  younger  male  under  25  who  enjoys  a 
party  but  doesn't  need  one.  A  guy  who  has  enough  life  to 
jump-start  mine.  Write  Jeff  McAuley,  Box  2123,  Niagara 
Falls,  L2E  6Z2. 

21  YEAR  OLD  STUDENT,  clean-cut  all-American  looks. 
I'm  curious  but  need  encouragement.  Seeking  friendship  as 
a  base  that  we  can  build  on.  Send  photo/phone.  Drawer 
F784. 

•  LONDON* 

PROFESSIONAL  GWM,  articulate,  financially  secure, 
seeks  serious  relationship.  18-32  years,  slim,  white/asian.  I 
am  37  years,  presentable,  caring,  active,  cultured,  emotion- 
ally stable.  Phone  (519)473-9013  or  write  Occupant,  68-70 
Fiddler's  Green  Rd,  London,  ON  N6H4R4. 

•  H   A   M    I    L.T  O   N    * 

YOUNG  WHITE  MALE,  28,  Healthy,  hung,  goodlooking 
and  hot.  5'll"160lbs,  non-hairy,  easy  going,  laid  back,  and 
very  masculine.  Dark  features.  Seeks  aggressive  hung,  hor- 
ny stud,  into  straight  action.  Colour,  looks  unimportant. 
Drawer  F765. 

QUIET.  MASCULINE,  OPENLY  GAY.  37.  6'.  Daily 
swimmer.  Football  player  build.  Highly  educated.  Dedicat- 
ed outdoorsman.  Seeking  intelligent,  not  necessarily  edu- 
cated, friends  for  creative  mental  and/or  physical  encoun- 
ters.  Hamilton  area.  John  (416)525-0779. 

•  TORONTO* 

NEED  PHOTOS  OF  YOURSELF 

PORTRAITS,  NUDES,  negatives  returned.  Phone  Studio 
16, 532-4380,  inquiries  welcome.  Inexpensive.  9am  to  7  pm. 

GWM  6'4"  185  LBS,  23  seeks  well-hung,  hot  and  horny 
boys  1 8  to  25  for  purely  fun  get  togethers.  Blow  jobs  and  69  a 
specialty.  Drawer  F5 14. 

SEEKING  ANOTHER  MAN 

43, 6' 1"  165  lbs,  stable,  intelligent,  sense  of  humour.  Like 
reading,  movies,  walks,  dining,  travel,  career.  Would  like 
friendship,  companionship,  etc.  Drawer  F691. 

HOT  FIST  NEEDED  ON  REGULAR  BASIS.  Attractive 
GWM,  24, 5'9"  125  lbs,  brown  hair  and  eyes  seeks  hot  fis- 
ted men  for  deep,  wide  exploration  of  my  hungry  ass. 
Groups  or  large  fisted  men  are  even  better.  Can  also  give  or 
take.  Toys  welcome.  Phone  and  letter.  Drawer  F753. 
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WKE  JOCK  PANTS 

SOFT  GREY  TFRK 1  WITH  BUILT  IN  JOCKSTRAP 


WTT  MEDIUM  GRAND 

34.95* 

WAGE  AND  HANDLING 
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P  R I  APE 

le  sex-shop  gai      1661  est.  Ste-Catherine,  Montreal.  Que.  H2L  2J5    521-8451 


Available  at  better  clubs, 
saunas  and  book  stores 
accross  Canada. 


Dealer  inquiries: 

J.  A.  L.  Enterprises  inc. 
66  Gerrard  Street  East 
Toronto  (Ontario)  M5B  1G5 

Tel.:   (416)  977-4718 


Now,  a  complete  cleaning  service  for  our  community. 


OMMERCIAL 


The  best  in  Toronto 

for  your 

Office,  Store  or 

Restaurant 


R 


ESIDENTIAL 


A 


UTOMOBILE 


•  Carpets  •  Upholstery 
Floors  •  General  clean-ups 


1  Washing  •  Simonizing 
•  Upholstery  cleaning 
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BIG  DADDY  REQUIRED,  French  or  Italian,  short,  mus- 
cled, firm,  submissive,  monogamous;  by  bodybuilder  31, 
tall,  masculine,  intelligent,  responsible.  Apply  Drawer 
F755. 

ORIENTAL  GAY  MALE  IN  20'S 

SEEKS  TALL,  HEAVY  but  well  built  mature  man  38  to  50 
for  friendship.  You  should  also  be  masculine,  clean-shaven 
and  husky.  Race  unimportant.  I  am  5'7"  145,  sincere, 
honest  and  loyal.  Please  tell  me  your  preferences  and  send 
photo  (returnable),  phone.  Will  answer  all.  Drawer  F757. 

COUPLE,  YOUNG  PROFESSIONALS,  handsome,  mas- 
culine, seek  singles/couples  for  good  times/friendship. 
Photo/phone  appreciated.  Safe  sex  but  still  kinky.  Drawer 
F756. 

LET'S  TALK  ABOUT  IT! 

WARM  AND  CARING  GWM  professional  seeks  same  in 
30's  for  honest  and  sincere  monogamous  relationship  I'm 
34,5'11",  180  lbs,  have  fair  hair  and  blue  eyes.  My  interests 
include  music,  the  arts,  travel,  antiques,  quiet  evenings  at 
home  as  well  as  entertaining  and  fun  social  times.  Please  in- 
clude phone  number.  Drawer  F758. 

GWM,  HORNY,  MASCULINE  STUD,  muscular  build, 
42  years,  brown  hair  and  eyes,  reddish  body  hair,  large  cock 
and  balls,  wishes  to  meet  country  boy  types,  younger  guys 
and  couples  for  good  times.  Have  country  place,  enjoy 
mutual  J/O,  toke  and  drink,  quiet  times,  music,  outdoor  ac- 
tivities and  animals.  Come  on  all  you  horny  studs,  write  to- 
day. Can  travel.  Photo  and  phone  appreciated.  Thanks. 
Drawer  F681. 

GAY  WHITE  MALE  27,  straight  looking,  5*1 1'*  145  lbs, 
with  light  brown  hair  and  blue  eyes.  I'm  also  clean  shaven. 
Although  I'm  27  years,  I  can  say  that  I  feel  younger.  I  guess 
that's  because  I  started  school  late.  So  most  of  the  friends  I 
hang  out  with  are  younger  than  me.  I  basically  work  9  to  5 
daily,  and  spend  most  nights  at  home,  I  like  to  watch  sports 
on  TV.  Like  the  Blue  Jays  or  the  Leafs?  I  also  like  watching 
movies  (horror,  adventure,  etc).  I  guess  you  could  say  I'm  a 
homebody  most  of  the  time.  As  for  dress,  I'm  a  blue  jean, 
casual  person,  who  drinks  occassional  beer.  Sexually  I'm  a 
bottom  or  passive  person  who  is  open  to  most  clean  fun.  I'm 
hoping  to  find  someone  that  I  can  spend  my  free  time  with. 
For  friendship  and  who  knows  what  else.  If  I  sound  like  the 
kind  of  person  you're  looking  for,  then  would  like  to  hear 
from  you .  I  live  near  Bathurst  and  St  Clair  (in  Toronto) ,  but 
I  have  a  car.  Drawer  F760. 

GWM,  21,  new  to  Toronto,  seeks  attractive,  sincere,  honest 
male  18-22  for  friendship  and  as  possible  lover.  Drawer 
F761. 

IF  YOU  NEED  occasional  strict  talking-to  followed  by 
pants-down  discipline,  firm  but  understanding  "father" 
will  provide  appropriate  spanking,  strapping  or  caning. 
You  should  be  18-32,  slim  to  medium  build.  Novice  OK. 
Send  details  to  Drawer  F762. 

DULL,  OLD  (48),  FAT  (6'  210  lbs),  gentle  man  is  eager  to 
meet  a  vibrant  friend  with  a  sense  of  humour,  intelligence, 
affection  and  sense  of  challenge  to  help  transform  me  into 
something  wondrous.  Box  1056,  Stn  Q,  Toronto  M4T  2P2. 

YOUNGER  GAY  MALE  WANTED 

48  YEAR  OLD  gay  male  seeks  live-in  submissive  passive 
male  to  share  life  and  expenses.  I've  much  to  offer.  No  drugs 
booze  or  wierdos  please.  Must  enjoy  sex  and  have  a  variety 
of  interests.  Photo  and  phone  number  a  must.  Blacks,  Ori- 
entals welcome.  Drawer  F763. 

HANDSOME,  MUSCULAR,  26  5*10"  160  lbs,  mustache. 
Want  to  worship  heavily  hung,  attractive  guys  who  like  to 
power  trip  on  their  size.  Let  me  get  down  on  my  knees  and 
service  you,  then  turn  me  around  and  plunge  into  my  firm, 
round  buns.  Practise  safe  sex.  Dark  beard  or  mustache  a 
plus.  Photo  appreciated.  Drawer  F715. 

HEY-GUY,  28  WITH  swimmer's  build,  mustache,  hairy 
blonde,  6'  155  lbs,  into  wrestling,  working  out,  oil,  pits, 
pecs,  dt  play,  hair  and  muscles,  seeks  buddy  for  safe 
raunch.  Get  horny  and  send  a  hot  letter/photo  to  Drawer 
F716. 

IS  MONOGAMY  YOUR  STYLE?  I  am  32,  5'11",  hand- 
some, intelligent,  warm,  funny  and  sensitive.  You  are  con- 
siderate, gentle,  loyal,  a  cuddler  and  under  43.  Together  we 
are  lovers,  pals,  confidants,  room-mates  and  life-long  com- 
panions. Sound  appealing?  Then  take  a  chance.  The  worst 
that  can  happen  is  that  you'll  end  up  where  you  are  now. 
Drawer  F709. 

AFFECTIONATE,  HORNY  GWM,  6'  185  lbs,  brown  hair 
beard  and  eyes,  looking  for  buddies  for  safe-sex  and  other 
good  times.  Drawer  F718. 

STUD  NEEDS  SERVICE 

MASCULINE,  6'2"  175  LBS,  good-looking  stud  requires 
head  for  very  long  sessions  from  equally  insatiable  cock- 
sucker.  No  reciprocation.  Your  place.  Box  313,  Stn  Q, 
Toronto,  M4T  2M5. 

WET  PANTS 

RAUNCHY,  HANDSOME,  SLIM,  34  years,  moustache 
GM  into  piss  games  and  J/O.  Raunchy  letter  gets  reply. 
Drawer  F741. 

GWM  COUPLE,  both  30,  fit,  horny,  healthy,  good-look- 
ing,  seek  couple  or  individuals  to  establish  a  circle  of  regular 
contacts.  Enjoy  raunchy,  hard,  safe  sessions.  Photo  or  des- 
criptive letter  guarantees  reply.  Drawer  F742. 

COCKSUCKING  OPERA  FAN,  38, 5'7"  145  lbs,  brown 
hair/eyes/moustache,  looking  for  younger  man;  prefer  mu- 
sic student.  Drawer  F766. 


MONOGAMOUS  RELATIONSHIP 

GWM,  25, 5'8"  145  lbs,  hairy,  straight  looking  and  acting, 
health  concious,  intelligent,  considered  cute  and  down  to 
earth.  Interests  include  music,  movies,  weekends  up  north 
and  flying.  Seeks  similar  male  (with  little  or  no  body  hair), 
same  age  or  younger.  Purpose:  to  develop  a  long  term  rela- 
tionship and  share  the  finer  things  in  life.  Discretion  as- 
sured. Photo  appreciated.  Drawer  F768. 

GWM,  25, 5'11"  190 lbs,  dark  blond,  quiet,  affectionate,  in- 
to  theatre,  cinema,  music,  squash,  etc  looking  for  older 
man  for  friendship,  perhaps  monogamous  relationship. 
Prefer  secure,  reliable  person.  Serious  replies  answered. 
Drawer  F740. 


GWM,  20s,  ATTRACTIVE,  OUTGOING,  professional. 
Seeking  relationship  oriented  person  to  share  special  times, 
quiet  dinners,  long  talks,  weekends  away,  romance  and  pas- 
sion. I'm  tall,  versatile  with  great  body.  You're  20- 30,  dyna- 
mic, very  fit,  sincere  and  ready  to  chance  it  with  someone 
new.  Photo  appreciated.  Drawer  F767. 

MALE,  FORTIES,  NON-SMOKER,  very  health  con- 
cious,  loving,  gentle  and  strong.  Would  like  to  share  some  of 
life  in  an  honest,  supportive,  monogamous  relationship 
with  another  loving  man.  Replies  to  Box  126,  Stn  F,  Toron- 
to,  M4Y2L4. 

HEALTH-CONCIOUS  MAN,  weightlifter's  build,  seeks  a 
friend  for  safe  sex  —  massage,  body-rubbing,  oil  sessions, 
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GWM,  34,  6'  170  lbs,  green/brown  eyes  and  hirsute  body, 
professional,  into  jogging  and  aerobics.  Looking  for  fit 
GWM  25-40  with  little  or  no  body  hair,  firm  butt,  who  loves 
being  tongue-tickled  all  over,  for  steady  one-on-one  rela- 
tionship. Drawer  F732. 

CARE  BEAR  NEEDED 

HANDSOME,  SLENDER,  ATHLETICGWM,  31,  intelli- 
gent, caring  and  playful,  with  a  wide  variety  of  indoor/ out- 
door interests  is  looking  for  a  buddy/  companion/  lover  to 
share  in  some  innings  and  outings.  Photo  and/or  phone 
appreciated.  Drawer  F631. 

TRUCKERS,  BIKERS,  LEATHERMEN 

LET  ME  HELP  YOU  with  your  heavy  loads.  Me:  5'11"  225 
lbs,  blond  and  bearded.  You:  well-built  with  large  endow- 
ment (8"  plus)  and  a  raunchy  attitude.  Scenes:  safe  sex,  top 
or  bottom,  suck  and  fuck,  WS,  FF,  BD,  SM,  tit-torture, 
catheters,  jock  straps  and  socks.  Hope  something  catches 
your  eye.  Call  Bob  after  7pm  at  690-9177.  Out-of-towners 
welcome  to  spend  the  night  Only  serious  men  need  bother 
to  call  —  phone  jerks  needn't  bother.  Bisexual  males  and 
couples  also  welcomed,  discretion  assured. 

HAIRY  MEN 

DISCREET,  45,  CLEAN,  seeks  hairy  men,  the  hairier  the 
better.  I  will  lick  your  body  head  to  toe.  Hot,  sweaty  work 
socks  a  turn  on.  Married  men  and  blacks  welcome.  Drawer 
F770. 

ATTRACTIVE  IURASIAN,  28, 5'7"  135  lbs.  would  like 
to  meet  attractive  GWM  to  late  30s  for  good  times  and  pos- 
sibly relationship.  Not  into  bar  scene  or  one  night  stands, 
serious  replies  only,  with  photo.  Drawer  F769. 


nipple  work,  play  wrestling,  touching,  holding.  I  am  sexual- 
ly sensitive  on  every  square  inch  of  my  body  and  like  to 
please  every  square  inch  of  my  partner's  body.  Please 
enclose  photo.  Drawer  F792. 

GM,  29,  SENSITIVE,  INTELLIGENT,  stable,  mature, 
educated,  seeks  similar  with  self-confidence  and  positive 
outlook.  Not  into  bar  scene.  Prefers  tete-a-tete  over  dinner 
to  thrash  out  love  and  life  and  world  events.  Not  afraid  to 
laugh  and  cry  a  little  while  doing  it.  Honest,  serious,  detail- 
ed reply  appreciated.  Drawer  F793. 

BAD,  OVERGROWN  BABY  BOY 

DIRTY-DIAPERED  BRAT,  34,  needs  strict,  rough,  raun- 
chy daddy  to  enforce  badly  needed,  corrective  baby  disci- 
pline: restricted  diaper-changes,  enemas,  laxatives,  spank- 
ings, pacifiers,  baby  bottles,  etc.  Write  Box  1021,  Stn  K, 
Toronto,  M4P  2V3. 

ATTRACTIVE,  34-YEAR-OLD,  intelligent,  hot,  profes- 
sional, health-conscious,  monogamous,  semi-diminutive, 
hairy,  ethical,  pagan,  foot-fetishist  seeks  same  or  similar  to 
explore  low-risk  forms  of  wild  abandon.  Good  humour  es- 
sential. Juvenile  delinquents  and  extra-terrestrials  need  not 
apply.  Drawer  1-796. 

MASCULINE  MALE  WANTED 

GWM,  ATTRACTIVE,  FIT,  early  twenties,  hopes  to  form 
a  relationship/bond  with  another  muscular,  shy,  masculine 
male,  18-35  years  old.  All  replies  answered.  Drawer  F795. 

HUNKY,  MALE,  21,  attractive,  hairy,  fit,  wants  to  meet 
other  horny/hunky  J/O  enthusiast(s)  for  mutual  workout. 
Drawer  F79 1. 


GWM,  35, 6'  165  lbs,  masculine,  good  looking,  seeks  same 
under  30  for  hot  times  and  possible  relationship.  Submis- 
sive persons  welcome.  Photo/telephone  number  ap- 
preciated. Drawer  F799. 

I'M  A  32  YEAR  YOUNG,  5' 10"  140  lb,  smooth-skinned, 
clean-shaven  Scorpio  with  brown  hair,  boyish  looks,  care- 
free smile  and  big  blue  eyes.  Being  in  shape  and  looking 
good  are  important  to  me.  I  project  a  straight,  easygoing 
image  and  look  as  good  in  faded  blue  jeans  or  jogging  pants 
as  I  do  in  pinstripe  or  tux.  My  mind  spans  the  romantic,  the 
erotic,  and  the  fantastic.  I'm  interested  in  physical  exercise, 
action-packed  movies,  world  travel  and  rock'n'roll  music.  I 
also  happen  to  like  Bach,  Beethoven  and  Brahms.  Dancing 
up  a  storm  is  a  favourtie  pasttime.  Surprised?  Here's  some- 
one who  likes  the  bars.  I'm  not  interested  in  boring  dinner 
parties,  theatrical  outings,  or  the  great  outdoors.  Mos- 
quitoes love  me.  The  Toronto  Blue  Jays  bore  me.  While  be- 
ing well-educated  and  level-headed,  my  best  friend  says  I 
can  be  very  silly  at  times.  Basically,  however,  I'm  a  private, 
sincere  and  caring  individual  who  wants  to  settle  down  with 
a  confident,  handsome,  slim,  mature  male,  aged  28-36.  In- 
trigued? Call  today!  Don't  wait  for  Canada  Post.  Rob 
896-0691. 

MARRIED  MALE,  28,  East  Indian  origin,  5'6"  130  lbs, 
attractive,  seeks  similar  male  18-30  with  straight  lifestyle. 
Write  to  Box  1132,  Stn  B,  Mississauga  LY4  2A0.  Send 
photo  if  possible. 

GAY,  CHINESE  MALE,  23,  good-looking,  seeks  relation- 
ship with  compatible  male  to  28.  Values  honesty  and  com- 
panionship. Athletic  build  a  plus.  Must  have  proven  clean 
health  record.  Drawer  F800. 

GWM,  HANDSOME,  MASCULINE,  37,  5'9",  seeks 
masculine  male  under  35  into  denim  and  leather  for  possible 
relationship.  Phone/photo  appreciated.  Drawer  F801. 

LEATHERBOYT 

HOT,  YOUNG  STUD,  turned  on  by  leather?  Experienced 
leatherf  reak  wants  young  guy  into  black  leather  pants,  jac- 
kets, boots,  etc,  to  trip  around  with.  And  to  trip  with  (safe- 
ly). Into  rock,  cars,  bikes,  toys,  photography,  video,  leath- 
er, young  studs,  and  hot  times.  Your  fantasies  and  rules, 
I've  got  the  rest.  Photo  and  phone  please.  Drawer  F802. 

RANCHY  SAVE  JO  ADDICT  WANT) 

DO  YOU  WORK  YOUR  MEAT  for  hours,  tie  it  up,  some 
bondage,  make  it  big  and  hard?  Use  toys?  Also  work  balls 
and  tits  to  the  limit?  Ranch y  jock  talk  and  smell?  Tired  of 
doing  it  alone?  Am  36, 5'5"  135,  hung.  Send  letter,  phone. 
No  phone  J/O.  Your  place.  Daytime  a  plus.  Drawer  F803. 

STUDPHONE 

LEATHER  STUD  melts  wires  with  hot  young  guys  into 
sharing  sexual  fantasies  and  releases  over  the  phone.  Al- 
ways horny.  What's  your  story?  Drawer  F804. 

MUSCULAR  GAY  MALE,  30,  relationship  oriented, 
seeks  other.  Interests  include  biking,  jogging,  bodybuild- 
ing, movies,  meditation,  holistic  health,  hugging,  cuddling, 
sharing  quiet  times,  conversation,  disco  dancing.  Picture 
appreciated.  Drawer  F805. 

ATTRACTIVE  GWM,  42, 5'10"  160,  seeks  maleforS&M, 
B&D  and  fantasy  encounter  in  a  safe,  clean  environment.  I 
am  versatile  and  experienced  and  prefer  to  role  switch,  but 
exclusive  top  or  bottom  OK.  Novices  welcome.  Drawer 
F775. 

UNIVERSITY  STUDENT 

ATTRACTIVE,  21  PLUS,  slight  build,  personable,  hugga- 
ble,  straight  acting,  race  and  colour  unimportant,  sought  by 
white,  professional  businessman,  55,  6'  240,  gentle,  re- 
spectful, for  fun  times  on  monthly  visits  to  Toronto.  Write 
about  yourself  with  phone  or  contact  information.  Photo 
appreciated.  All  replies  answered.  Montreal  responses  also 
welcome.  Drawer  F777. 

COLLEGE  JOCKS  WANTED 

HANDSOME,  MUSCULAR  STUDENT,  22,  5'9"  150 
lbs,  black  hair,  bearded.  Looking  for  similar,  into  locker 
room  fantasies  (esp.  hockey,  football)  and  eating  raunchy, 
used  jockstraps.  Send  photo,  phone,  explicit  letter.  Drawer 

F77S. 

EXPERIENCED  LOVER  AVAILABLE 

THE  WAVESOF  LONGING  and  romance  arecresting  and 
crashing  on  the  shores  of  my  being.  GWM  21  looking  for  in- 
timate, monogamous  relationship.  I'm  tall,  slim,  sensitive, 
affectionate,  funny.  If  you 're  a  similar  man,  we've  got  pos- 
sibilities. Mediocre  lover  with  heart  in  right  place  welcome. 
Photo  appreciated.  I'm  ready  to  love  a  loving  man.  Drawer 
F773     

WOi  J  LIKE  TO  MEET  SOMEONE  who  looks  25  to  35 
but  must  be  over  21 ,  sensible,  dependable,  somewhat  sexy, 
athletic,  reasonably  straight  appearing,  who  could  enjoy 
gentleness,  masculine  affection,  looking  after  me  (not  fi- 
nancially), sex  and  sensuality,  and  most  particularly,  even- 
tual long-term,  live-in  monogamy.  Am  white,  look  37,  at- 
tractive (average  good  looks),  established,  loving,  honest, 
masculine,  6'  180  lbs,  healthy,  happy,  and  could  really  go 
crazy  over  someone  crazy  for  me.  Drawer  F660. 
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HAPPY  AND  WARM;  affectionate,  masculine  human  an- 
imal; age  33;  6  feet,  190  pounds,  bearded,  brown  hair  and 
eyes.  Would  experience  even  greater  joi  de  vivre  upon  dis- 
covering taller,  hefty,  furry  bear/soul  mate,  any  age!  In- 
terests include  micro-computing,  enjoying  and  playing 
music,  reading,  good  conversation  and  joyful  exploration 
of  consciousness,  the  meaning  of  life  or  whatever.  Not  to 
mention  hours  and  hours  of  bugs,  pets,  slow,  lazy  kisses, 
and  a  considerable  range  of  other  healthy  physical  com- 
munication and  activity  as  may  mutually  be  deemed  ap- 
propriate. So,  are  we  "bears  of  a  feather?"  —  curious,  silly 
and  intelligent  man/animals?  If  yes,  send  informative  letter, 
including  phone  (and  photo  if  convenient)  to:  Tom  C/O  Box 
6371  Station  A,  Toronto  M5W  1P7. 

GWM  PROFESSIONAL,  ATTRACTIVE.  35,  185  lbs 
6'2" .  Visiting  Toronto  late  Feb.  Very  discreet.  Wish  to  meet 
similar  for  friendship.  Write  BOX  1024,  MPO  Kamloops, 
3CV2C6H1. 

EMPTY  BED  NEEDS  FILLING  with  affection  -  all 
night,  every  night.  At  33,  I'm  slim,  loving,  cuddly,  quiet, 
fun.  Waiting  to  be  covered  with  you.  Drawer  F779. 

GWM,  27,  clean,  average  build,  cut,  sincere,  imaginative, 
health-conscious,  would  like  his  cock  sucked.  Some  recip- 
rocation. Write  Drawer  F780. 

GWM  29,  dark  hair,  mustache,  150  lbs,  good-looking,  ver- 
satile. I  like  business  men  to  bikers  leathermen.  Into  just 
about  everything.  Love  being  fucked  with  dildos.  Photo  or 
letter,  phone.  Drawer  F782. 

MASCULINE  MALE  MATE  WANTED 

GWM  39, 6'  165  (occasional  TV),  AIDS  safe,  3  year  mon- 
ogamy. Once  convinced  I  should  have  been  female.  Reality 
is:  I  am  an  exotic,  sensual,  bottom  male  with  imagination.  I 
am  attractive,  sane,  successful  professional.  Enjoy  sailing, 
borne  life,  exotice  BAD  scenes,  dining  out,  travel,  careers, 
computers,  cats.  Having  extensive  interests,  wardrobe, 
toys  and  loyalty.  Drawer  F783. 

AFFECTIONATE  45,  5'  9"  148  lbs,  educated,  monoga- 
mous GWM,  loves  classical  music,  opera,  adventure,  seek- 
ing one  special  man  (25  or  older)  to  relate  to  and  share  with. 
Drawer  F786. 

SPEAK  DANISH? 

YOUNG  GAY  MALE  seeks  Danish  speaker  for  sincere 
friendship,  language  exchange, ...?  Andrew  977-5272. 

MALE,  40s,  WANTS  GUYS  for  hot,  raunchy,  kinky  sex. 
Photo  appreciated.  Send  phone  no.  Drawer  F787. 

AIMERAIS  RENCONTRE  HOMME  franchophone/- 
Quebecois  qui  peut  ameliorer  mon  francais  et  qui  aime  le 
sexe  sous  toutes  ses  formes  —  peut-etre  meme  un  peu 
"kinky."  J'aimerais  connaltre  tes  fantasmes  du  genre 
"safe,  hot  sex."  Moi:  dans  la  trentaire,  cheveux  chatrains 
moustaches,  yeux  noisettes,  5'9"  152  Ibsen  forme (ou  pres- 
que)  non-poflu.  Si  ca  te  tente  ecris  et  nous  verrons.  J'ai  un 
penchant  pour  les  grands  moustaches.  Drawer  F788. 

TRYING  TO  ACCEPT  WHO  I  AM 

GWM,  27, 5'7"  140  lbs.  Attractive,  straigt-acting,  interests 
include  keeping  fit,  squash,  swimming,  skiing,  outdoors, 
movies.  Seeks  understanding,  straight  type  male  with  simi- 
lar interests.  Drawer  F789. 

NEED  A  GOOD  BOY? 

HANDSOME  BOY/SLAVE  28,  good  mind,  good  body, 
seeks  masculine,  aggressive,  hung,  together  daddy  for  good 
times,  hopefully  much  more.  Call  (5 19)749-0581 .  You'll  be 
glad  you  did.  Phone  action  OK. 

GWM  20s,  dark  hair,  clean  shaven,  attractive,  5'8"  150  lbs, 
fit,  trim  build,  seeks  attractive  young  blonde  20s  trim  and 
moderately  well-muscled,  to  share  friendship  and  possible 
relationship.  Drawer  F774. 

MALE  EARLY  40s,  5'9"  150  lbs,  into  outdoors,  motor- 
cycles, dirty,  oily,  man  smelling  denims,  and  boots  —  dirty, 
heavy  soled  —  kodiaks,  rubber,  army,  winter  pacs,  etc. 
Seeks  buddy  any  age.  Drawer  F772. 

•    OTTAWA    • 

MALE,  30,  average  looks,  new  to  Ottawa,  seeks  discreet 
honest  male  to  45  who  is  mature,  warm,  affectionate,  sensi- 
tive, romantic,  stable  non-smoker  who  is  looking  for  possi- 
ble monogamous  relationship.  Discretion  is  expected  and 
assured.  Photo  gets  quickest  reply  but  is  not  necessary.  Bar- 
flies  need  not  apply.  Box  3400,  Stn  D,  Ottawa  KIP6H8. 

I  AM  GWM  32, 5'  II "  160  lbs,  brown  hair,  grey  eyes,  "ex- 
ecutive type,' '  masculine,  good  looking.  I  love  fine  arts,  ski- 
ing, sailing,  countryside.  If  you  are  good  looking,  about  my 
age,  also  "executive,"  and  have  same  interests,  please 
write.  Together,  we  will  build  a  life  long  conjugal  relation. 
Drawer  F7 1 2. 

IMAGINATIVE  GWM,  23,  5'4"  115,  slim,  tight  body, 
nice  ass,  thick  uncut  cock  seeks  hot  masculine  guys  to  30 
yean  into  hot,  healthy  sex,  J/O,  letters,  calls.  Want  regular 
homy  body  for  raunch  and  friendship.  Letter  and  phone  ap- 
preciated. Stocky,  muscular  guys  especially  welcome. 
Drawer  F797. 

SLAVE,  38,  CRAVES  B/D,  S/M,  W/S  by  good-looking 
younger  master,  into  leather,  denim,  boots.  I'm  homely  but 
will  worship  right  guy.  Generous.  Discreet.  Drawer  F785. 

DON'T  SPEND  '86  ALONE!  GWM,  39,  new  to  Ottawa, 
dislikes  ban,  clones.  Seeking  masculine  guy  who's  also 
alone  for  companionship,  weekend  travel,  possible  vaca- 
tion together.  Drawer  F784. 


•    MONTREAL* 
BORN  IN  1937  OR  1949 

IF  YOU'RE  BORN  IN  THOSE  YEARS  look  for  a  friend, 
lover,  soulmate,  from  anywhere  write  to  Box  601 ,  Montreal 
H2L  4L5. 

ORIENTAL  NEEDED 

GWM  30, 5' 10"  157,  clean,  healthy,  into  music,  fitness  and 
a  lot  more.  Seeks  Filipino,  Chinese  or  other  Oriental  young 
male  for  friendship  and  relationship.  No  one  nighters 
please.  I'm  warm,  loving,  gentle,  romantic,  straight  ap- 
pearance and  discreet  and  I  need  pure  love.  Box  303  Victor- 
ia,  Montreal,  PQH3Z2V8. 

YOUNG  GAY  MALE  who  lives  alone  would  like  to  meet 
others  for  fun  and  friendship.  Your  photo  gets  mine. 
Buster,  Box  633,  Lachute,  QB  J8H  4G4. 


•  NOVA     SCOTIAt 

STRAIGHT-APPEARING  5'6"  150  lbs,  sincere,  mature, 
seeks  same  for  fun  times,  possible  relationship.  Any  age. 
GR.,  FR,  A/P.  Pen  pals  welcome.  Drawer  F776.     . 

•  H    A    L    1    F    A    X    • 

NATIVE  AMERICAN  INDIANS 

CRAZY  ABOUT  GDLKNG  NATIVE  KIDS  that  may  get 
all  I  have,  but  past  horrors  makes  finding  right  boy  cautious 
and  slow.  I  love  strippers  in  NYC  and  Montreal,  chicken; 
Pro  USSR,  Cuba,  native  rights.  To  arrange  contact  phone 
(902)423-7771  (Halifax).  People  who  live  only  today  stay 
clear  now  rather  than  later.  Micmacs  all  natives  wselcome. 

•  SAINT      JOHN* 

NEED  CONTACTS,  NEW  FRIENDS 

SAINT  JOHN  AREA  professional  male.  Reached  40.  6' 
175,  new  reader  past  months.  Advertisers  reply,  maritimes 
travel,  theatre,  sports,  outdoors.  Straight-acting,  sincere, 
young-acting/appearing.  Absolute  discretion.  Photo, 
phone  preferred.  Drawer  794. 

PRISONERS 

A  NOTE  to  prisoners  who  wish  to  have  pen  pals— Metro- 
politan Community  Church  is  offering  a  pen-pal  service  to 
men  and  women  prisoners  through  the  church's  prison  min- 
istry. Prison  Ministry,  730  Bathurst  St,  Toronto,  ON 
M5S  2R4. 

LEFT  BANK  BOOKS  sponsors  a  Books  For  Prisoners  pro- 
ject Through  donations  and  a  postage  grant  we  are  able  to 
send  free  miscellaneous  books  to  inmates  everywhere,  (pro- 
vided an  institution  allows  them).  We  offer  special  order 
books  at  cost  (usually  35-40%  off).  Prisoners  and  other  in- 
terested persons  should  write:  Books  For  Prisoners,  Box  A, 
92  Pike  St,  Seattle,  WA  98101. 

BI-M,  25,  GOOD  LOOKING  6'  blue  eyes,  150  lbs.  Look- 
ing for  good-looking  transsexual  age  18  to  32  or  good- 
looking  gay  M  age  30  to45  for  possible  relationship.  I  enjoy 
quiet  evenings  at  home,  wine  and  song.  I  love  sports  and  the 
outdoors.  Will  travel.  Send  photo  if  possible,  all  letters  will 
be  answered.  Getting  out  within  a  year.  Geoffrey  J  Botting, 
Box  760,  Campbellford,  ON,  KOL  ILO,  Canada. 

I'M  TIRED  OF  HEAD  GAMES!  Tired  of  doing  time!  I 
have  exactly  12  months  left  before  I'm  out  on  the  street. 
Through  this  ad,  I  hope  to  meet  persons  the  same  as  myself. 
At  the  present,  I'm  working  on  a  profession  that  will  help 
me  open  my  own  business  once  free  from  this  place.  There  is 
a  great  demand  for  hair  stylists.  Anyone  wishing  to  write 
me,  I  will  answer  your  letters.  I  am  in  my  early  30s,  5'10", 
dark  brown  hair  and  clean  face.  Also,  I'm  a  very  lonely  per- 
son, but  nice  to  be  with.  Please  write  Nick  Coffey,  Box  760, 
Campbellford  ON  KOL  1L0. 

I  AM  A  thirty  year  old  bisexual  black  male,  5'10",  and 
weigh  a  muscular  205  pounds.  I'm  into  body-building  and  I 
enjoy  practically  all  sports,  indoors  and  out  I  like  reading, 
music  and  meeting  people,  especially  for  the  purpose  of 
making  friends,  and  the  possibility  of  establishing  long- 
lasting  friendships  and  whatever  else  may  grow  upon  us. 
Horace  Jolly,  Union  Correctional  Institute,  jBox  221, 
Raiford,  FL  32083.    

S/M,  Feb  4, 1955. 1  am  5'6"  145  lbs,  brown  eyes,  black  hair. 
Need  a  friend  to  drop  a  few  lines  to  each  week.  Daniel 
Medina,  175-479,  Box  45699,  Lucasville,  OH,  45699-0001. 

INMATE  seeks  to  find  open-minded  communication.  I  am 
29,  like  sports,  love  to  read,  play  chess  and  am  an  explorer 
of  life.  Maybe  we  can  expand  each  other's  worlds.  Danny 
Brown,  170-269,  Box  45699,  Lucasville,  Ohio  45699-0001. 

I  AM  A  28  year  old  Black  man  in  the  Southern  Ohio  Correc- 
tional Facility.  I  am  a  college  graduate  seeking  friendship 
and  understanding.  If  you  are  willing  to  communicate  with 
someone  open  and  honest  please  write  me:  Dennis  L 
Weaver,  143-185,  Box  45699,  Lucasville,  Ohio  45699. 


GAY  WHITE  MALE,  5'10",  hazel  eyes,  sandy  blonde 
wavy  hair,  muscular  build,  29  years  old,  seeks  correspon- 
dence. Enjoys  physical  fitness,  outdoors,  camping,  fishing, 
learning,  quiet  evenings  at  home.  I  am  a  non-smoker  and 
drinker.  I  am  presently  working  on  my  associates  degree. 
Soon  to  be  released  and  will  consider  relocation  for  the  right 
person.  Please  write  to  Robert  E  Richards,  160-292,  Box 
45699,  Lucasville,  Ohio  45699-0001. 

I  AM  31,  5'8"  140  lbs,  born  6/27/54,  Slavic.  I  have  brown 
hair,  ocean  color  eyes,  and  androgyn  style.  My  interests  are 
much  too  vast  to  describe,  but  they  include  art,  music, 
science,  computers  and  power.  Then  you  could  add  sex, 
love,  money,  devotion;  none  of  this  necessarily  in  the  order 
listed.  1  look  21  not  3 1.  One  of  my  many  nick  names  is  Or- 
gasmeyes.  Put  that  in  your  pipe. ..  It's  all  a  matter  of  inward 
velocity...  somewhat  platonic  yet  erotic.  Joseph  Andrew 
Snow  Swiecicki,  041362,  Box  221  21-0271  Raiford,  Fla 
32083. 

BLACK  MALE,  34  -  SINGLE,  6*2"  185,  my  hobbies  in- 
clude reading,  sports,  and  meeting  new  and  wonderful  peo- 
ple. I  am  hoping  to  correspond  with  sincere,  mature  adults. 
I  will  answer  any  and  all  that  are  lonely  and  in  need  of  a 
friend.  Tyrone  Parker,  187-042,  Box  5500,  Chillicothe, 
Ohio  45601. 

HOPING  TO  CORRESPOND  with  sincere,  mature  adults. 
I  will  answer  anyone  that's  willing  to  share  their  time  with 
one  less  fortunate  than  themselves.  I  am  a  lonely  man  in 
search  of  writing  someone  from  the  outside  world.  Male, 
36,  single,  6'3"  185,  my  hobbies  are  bridge,  jogging,  body 
building  and  meeting  new  people.  Anderson  Johnson, 
187-217,  Box  5500,  Chillicothe,  Ohio  45601. 

I  HAVE  BEEN  IN  PRISON  NOW  FOR  5  YEARS.  I  have  1 
year  before  I  gain  my  freedom.  I  have  lost  contact  with  my 
family  and  friends,  and  am  very  lonely,  and  could  use  a  few 
friends  at  this  time.  I  am  very  honest  and  sincere  as  well  as 
loving,  unlike  many  other  inmates.  I  don't  play  head 
games,  or  scheme  on  people.  I  only  wish  to  correspond  and 
make  friends  with  other  together  gay  men.  William  R 
Belcher,  21311,  Box  41,  Michigan  City,  Ind  46360. 

AGE  19,  BORN  DEC  4, 1965  in  Miami,  Florida.  6'3"  195 
lbs.  I  would  like  to  write  sincere  and  understanding  people. 
Age  and  race  is  not  important,  to  me.  Anthony  G 
Haywood,  Box  747, 078697,  Starke,  Fla  32091. 

ENVISION  an  affectionate,  petite,  5'2"  112  lb,  delicate 
boned,  brown-eyed,  lonely,  hurt,  misunderstood  woman  in 
a  man's  body  —  you  have  me  (Melissa  Lynn),  entombed  in 
a  man's  prison;  forced  to  hide  emotions,  needs,  love,  and 
true  identity,  in  fear  having  to  live  a  lie  in  this  cell .  I've  a  des- 
perate need  and  in  my  need  is  love,  in  my  love  is  desperate 
need  —  for  understanding,  acceptance,  to  be  needed,  wan- 
ted. I'm  alone,  starved  for  reality  and  the  ache  to  be  me.  I 
need  someone  who  can  and  will  truly  care,  and  in  return  let 
me  care.  Mario  Giovanni  LaTessa,  III,  DC  083026 
(P-l-N-15),  Box  747,  Starke,  Fla  32091. 

EXTREMELY  HANDSOME  young  black  man  is  looking 
for  a  knight  in  shining  armor,  dragon  slaying  not  necessary. 
Sincere  and  open-minded  a  must.  Please  write  and  hurry, 
am  very  lonely.  LeRoy  Arlington,  175003,  Box  45699,  Lu- 
casville,  OH  45699. 

MODELS  &  ESCORTS 

•    TORONTO» 

NO  AGENCY  FEES.  A  bright,  attractive  22  yr  old,  honest 
and  discreet,  seeks  position  as  escort.  Call  Steve.  961-4680. 

CLEAN-CUT,  HANDSOME,  athletic  young  man  avail- 
able for  personal  model/escort  services.  469-8144. 

AFTER  BLACK  YOU  can't  go  back.  Versatile,  mature 
male,  downtown.  Nights  out,  days  in.  Box  1042,  Stn  F,  To- 
ronto, M4Y2T7.  922-8059. 

HOT  VERSATILE  BLACK  man,  available  for  massage 
and  escort  modeling.  Call  9am  to  7  pm  922-8059. 
Downtown  location  only.  Fee. 

TREAT  YOURSELF  to  a  relaxing,  reasonably  priced  mas- 
sage. Open  to  men  and  women.  10-10.  Craig.  281-7953. 

SELECT-A-STUD.  Quality  men  throughout  the  United 
States  and  Canada.  We  travel,  and  hire  world-wide.  Credit 
cards  accepted.  Also  phone  fantasies  and  photos. 
(813)823-5629  anytime. 

TORONTO'S  MOST  STUNNING,  biggest  and  best  look- 
ing bodybuilder  now  available.  220  lbs  of  rock  hard  muscle. 
Call  Paul,  at  860-1065,  24  hrs. 

BUILT,  TANNED,  ATTRACTIVE  competitive  bodybuil- 
der  available  for  modelling,  posing,  or  as  excort.  962-9759. 

HOT  ft  HAIRY 

LARSEN.  Model/escort/masseur  for  gentlemen.  Photog- 
raphy, modelling.  Available  anytime,  call  964-3990,  ext 
141 

HANDSOME,  WELL-BUILT,  bright,  friendly,  clean, 
healthy,  uninhibited  masseur/model.  From  massages  to 
dom/sub  fantasies.  Roger:  921-2614,  noon-midnight. 
Quality  stuff! 

TORONTO'S  FINEST 

HOT  ATHLETIC  BLOND,  23, 5'9"  160  lbs,  availablefor 
model/escort.  Call  964-81 13. 


RODEO  COWBOY  23  needs  you  in  his  corral  -  for  a  great 
massage  call  Rocky.  Escort/model.  For  a  western  flair. 
964-3990,  ext  1 12. 

ALL  MALE  ESCORT  referrals.  8am-midnight.  964-3990/ 
964-6615.  "Toronto's  Best"  (new  applicants  accepted). 

•  VANCOUVER^ 

BOYS  IN  VANCOUVER 

ESCORTS  GUIDES  &  MODELS 

COME  play  with  us,  (604)688-0817. 

•  MONTREAL* 


MONTREAL  HOT  MODELS 

SEND  $  1  TO:  Domicile  J.L.  INC.  7879  St-Denis  St.  Mon- 
treal,  Quebec,  Canada  H2R  2E9. 


CONDOM  TIPS 


•  Practice  while  jerking  off, 
before  you  use  them  in  sexual 
encounters 

•  Don't  give  up  after  one  try.  It 
takes  a  while  to  get  used 

to  them 

Squeeze  the  air  out  of  the  tip 
when  you  start  putting  it  on 

•  Only  buy  condoms  made  of 
latex  (lambskin  membrane 
condoms  break  more  easily) 

•  Use  lots  of  lubricant,  but 
only  use  water-soluble  lube 
(like  K-Y,  Lubafax  or  Muco). 
Don't  use  Crisco,  Vaseline  or 
other  oil-based  products  —  they 
damage  latex  rubbers 

•  To  avoid  leakage,  pull  out 
soon  after  ejaculating  (grabbing 
the  cock  and  condom) 

•  If  you  want  to  be  absolutely 
safe,  pull  out  before  ejaculating 


For  more  information 
about  safer  sex,  call  the 
AIDS  Committee  of  Toronto: 
926-1626,  or  write  to 
ACT,  Box  55,  Station  F, 
Toronto  M4Y2L4 

Condom  Tips  courtesy  of  the  AIDS 
Committee  of  Toronto 
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Looking  for  "the 

man  with  the  child 

in  his  eyes" 

Michael  Totzke  comes 


Friday  night,  Toronto  town.  I'm  at  a 
publishing  company's  Christmas  party; 
I've  been  doing  some  checking  for  one  of  their 
magazines  the  past  four  days.  Knowing  no  one 
well,  I  stand  on  the  sidelines.  I'm  drinking  really 
good  scotch.  A  litle  too  much  perhaps  —  not  only  , 
because  I  feel  out  of  place,  but  more  because  I've 
finally  developed  a  taste  for  that  deadly,  dark  am- 
ber liquid.  A  poor  Ryerson  student,  I  don't  often 
get  my  hands  on  it.  An  occasional  mickey  when  I 
think  I  can  afford  it,  strictly  beer  at  bars. 

Anyway.  Four  handsome  guys  loom  into 
view.  Early  twenties  I'd  say,  fresh  and  lively. 
From  their  physical  closeness  to  one  another, 
heads  leaning  in,  something  in  the  eyes,  I  figure 
they're  gay.  One  is  just  my  type  —  Huck  Finn 
grown  up,  mischievous,  "the  man  with  the  child 
in  his  eyes"  (thank  you  Kate  Bush).  Immaculate 
white  shirt  and  pressed  pants,  but  a  wayward  curl 
of  blond  hair  betrays  him.  Definitely  a  Huck.  I'll 
bet  at  night  he  throws  his  socks  and  T-shirt  any- 
where and  jumps — not  eases — into  bed.  How  I'd 
like  to  be  there  waiting  for  him,  awakened  by  that 
leap  of  flesh  and  bone;  a  deep  kiss,  hard  cock,  skin 
full  of  heat.  Yum.  I'm  a  sucker  for  these  wild  boys. 
All  those  raft-on-the-Mississippi  fantasies — inno- 
cently dreamed  when  I  was  a  child  and  gradually 
sexualized  —  have  never  died. 

So  here  I  am  in  a  lovely  state  —  a  new  job,  gol- 
den glow  of  scotch,  this  tempting  guy.  He  gives 
me  that  look  of  desire  —  slighrJy  stupid,  lowered 
lids  and  half  open  mouth,  slow  smile.  My  dick 
defies  gravity. 

He  goes  downstairs  with  his  buddies;  to  get 
food?  I  mill  around,  enjoying  my  own  thoughts 
and  people  talk-talk-talking.  Holiday  chatter.  I 
go  back  for  more  scotch  and  my  place  in  the  midst 
of  the  circus.  Huck  and  his  friends  come  up  the 
stairs,  and  it  starts  up  again  —  the  eye  to  eye. 
Then  I  hear  him  say,  loudly:  "I'm  gonna  get  rid 
of  this  jerk."  As  he  says  this,  he  fixes  me  a  look  of 
pure  hatred.  Oh  my.  Over  he  comes  and  pours 
out  this  bile;  I'm  so  embarrassed  and  shocked 
that  I  only  catch  a  few  words  and  phrases,  spit  out 
of  an  angry  mouth:  "Fag...  go  fuck  yourself... 
slime.. .  I  hope  you  get  AIDS."  And  then  turns  on 
his  heels. 

So.  Here  I  am  standing  by  the  wall,  numb  and 
shaking.  Then  I  feel  this  surge  of  my  own  hatred, 
big  and  deep,  a  thrill  up  my  spine.  I  find  myself 
walking  over  to  him,  propelled  by  it.  I  look  him 
straight  in  the  eye.  What  can  I  do?  Knowing  it's 
foolish,  melodramatic,  I  throw  my  drink  in  his 
face,  don't  stop,  stride  to  my  desk,  fling  my  jacket 
on  and  gather  my  stuff.  A  blur  of  face,  scotch, 


ACE  TO  FACE 


WITH  ANGER 


desk,  shoulder,  briefcase,  scarf.  I  take  another 
aisle  to  get  the  hell  out  of  there,  but  there  they  are, 
he  and  his  gaggle  of  friends,  heading  me  off.  My 
knees  weaken  at  the  sight  of  them.  More  angry 
words  all  around.  Huck  punches  me  —  not  hard 
—  in  the  stomach.  A  friend  restrains  him.  I  think: 
so  it's  finally  happened,  here  I  am  on  the  verge  of 
a  fight. 

I  was  the  sissy  in  the  school  yard,  always  fear- 
ful that  someone  would  pick  a  fight  with  me. 
What  would  I  do?  I  didn't  know  how  to  fight!  Still 
don't,  although  I  confess  I've  plowed  my  ex-lov- 
er a  few  times  —  but  hell,  he  deserved  it,  and  boy, 
did  I  suddenly  find  my  fists.  Ah  the  joys  and  pos- 
sibilities of  love! 

For  a  moment,  I  can  imagine  giving  this  guy 
my  all;  turning  into  a  snarling,  cornerned  ani- 
mal. All  those  years  of  taunting:  "Sissy!...  Are 
you  a  boy  or  a  girl?...  Twinkletoes  Totzke." 
What  if  all  the  unexpressed  anger  of  those  years 
came  tumbling  out?  I'm  fairly  strong,  I  bet  I 
could  reduce  him  to  a  pulp.  But  do  I  want  to  do 
that  here  where  I  hope  to  do  more  work?  No.  I 
justwant  to  leave.  Pronto. 

One  of  the  says:  "Leave  him  alone,  he'ssick." 
I  look  at  the  guy,  he's  a  redhead  and  he's  gay  — 
I've  seen  him  around.  Judas.  He  sort  of  shrinks 
as  I  fix  him  with  my  best  look  of  Jack  Nicholson 
contempt.  Flash  of  self-betrayal  in  his  eyes. 

I  surge  past  them.  A  cold  splash  of  something 
hits  the  back  of  my  neck  and  trickles  down  my 
sweater.  Gin,  I  can  smell  the  piney  musk  of  it. 
Who  threw  it,  the  redhead?  I  don't  know  and  I 
don't  care. 

I'm  out  on  the  street.  A  relief—  the  cold  air, 
silver  specks  of  snow  flying  in  all  directions, 
beautiful.  But  I'm  so  pissed  off  it  doesn't  help 
much.  And  drunk.  Where  the  hell  am  I  going?  I 
know,  the  101  —  my  favorite  bar,  and  nearby. 

I'm  walking  up  Church  Street,  fit  to  kill.  Mad 
at  them,  but  more  at  myself  for  losing  control.  I 
yell  out:  "No!"  over  and  over  again,  I  don't  care 
who  hears.  And  I  think:  Jesus,  this  has  been  go- 
ing on  all  my  29  years.  I  don't  know  how  to  get 
angry  at  heterosexual  men.  I  do  something  silly 
like  throwing  a  glass  of  scotch  or  fleeing  to  lick  my 
wounds  in  private.  Or  —  worst  of  all  —  I  avoid 
them  altogether;  which  keeps  me  from  the  good 
as  well  as  the  bad,  limits  me,  makes  me  miss 
opportunities. 

What  should  I  have  done?  Well,  first  thing,  I 
shouldn't  have  been  so  drunk.  I  could  have  gone 
up  to  Huck  and  said:  "Don't  mess  with  me  bud- 
dy. You  don't  want  me  cruising  you?  Fine.  Then 
don't  look  at  me  as  if  you  like  it.  I'm  not  subtle 
when  I  want  someone.  You  don't  like  it  —  turn 
away  from  me  or  show  me  your  disgust.  Then  I'll 
leave  you  alone.  No  need  to  let  it  go  on  and  on, 
and  then  come  up  to  me  like  that.  Unnecessary, 
right?"  Well,  next  time  I  say. 

So  I'm  at  the  door  of  the  101 . 1  pull  it  open  with 
all  my  strength.  Coloured  lights,  shiny  surfaces, 
smiling  boys.  I  check  my  jacket  and  briefcase. 


check  myself  out  in  the  bathroom  mirror.  Then 
join  the  throng.  I'm  a  regular,  my  beer  is  out  and 
opened  by  a  very  pleasant  bartender  before  I 
reach  the  bar.  I  cut  like  a  knife  through  the  fabric 
of  bright  sweaters  and  flesh  and  incredible  hair- 
dos (surely  1985  is  the  year  the  hairdo  —  mous- 
sed  and  gelled,  tailed  up  and  teased).  I  find  my- 
self a  place  at  the  edge  of  the  dance  floor,  breathe 
deep  and  let  the  tension  drain  away.  I  feel  stone- 
cold  sober;  amazing  what  a  little  rage  will  do,  and 
a  little  cold  night  air. 

And  I  think:  OK  Michael,  you  fucked  up,  you 
shouldn't  lose  control.  Calm  down.  Look  at  all 
the  boys  —  victims  of  fashion,  Angry  Young 
Men,  streamlined  businessmen,  sweet  and  sour 
queens,  and  yes,  Huck  Finns.  How  delightful. 

Aretha  comes  on.  Oh  Sugar  Ray  Aretha, 
Who's  Zooming'  Who?  You  tell  me.  I'm  part  of 
the  joyful  surge  to  the  dance  floor;  who  can  be  still 


to  a  tribal  beat  and  that  warm,  dark  velvet  voice? 

Guess  you  believed  the  world 
Played  by  your  rules 
Here  stands  an  experienced  girl 
I  ain't  nobody's  fool... 

Well  I  am  a  fool,  boys.  One  of  your  own  has  a  long 
way  to  go.  I  want  my  anger  to  be  clear,  expressed 
with  courage,  not  eating  at  me  like  a  cancer.  I 
want  us  all  to  be  able  to  play  by  our  rules.  Let's 
not  betray  one  another  like  that  poor  redhead.  If 
I  saw  someone  hurting  you,  I'd  like  to  be  able  to 
rush  to  your  side,  cool  as  a  cucumber,  and  really 
help.  Please  help  me  now. 

And  you  do.  Your' re  here  with  me  in  all  your 
glory.  Our  backs  are  not  pressed  up  against  a 
school  yard  fence,  but  writhing  and  snaking  with 
the  beat,  look  Ma  we're  dancin'.  Boys  like  me, 
boys  not  like  me.  Joined  by  a  thread,  but  varied 
and  dispersed  like  any  family.  • 
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"HOT  AMERICAN  TAPES 

FOR  COLD  CANADIAN  NIGHTS!" 


NOW  YOU  CAN  ORDER  THE  COMPLETE,  UNCENSORED  VERSIONS 
OF  SOME  OF  THE  HOTTEST  ALL  MALE  FILMS  EVER  MADE,  DIRECT  FROM  THE  FILMMAKER! 
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SAVE! 

2  for  $11 8  -22 

3  for  $15822 


SEND  TO: 

Lawrence  Video  Group 
Box  1389,  Station  "A" 
Kelowna  B.C.  V1Y  7V8 

RUSH  ME  THESE  HOT  VIDEOS! 

□  El  Paso  Wrecking  Corp. 
7  Mark 

D  Truck  Stop 
Q  Marine  Furlough 
Z  Screen  Play 
The  Hard  Way 

□  Non-Stop 
Split  Image 
Self  Service 
Eureka  Bound 

□  Don't  Fight  It,  Kid 

□  Flashbacks 

I  want  mine  in  (specify) 

□  VHS     □  BETA 

Price 

□  $68.88  each 
D  2  for  $118.88 

□  3  for  $158.88 

Ship  by: 

C    Courier        Bus  (hold  for  pickup  at  depot) 

Courier  charges:  ADD: 

B.C.  &  Alberta  $10.00 
C  Sask.  &  Man.  $12.00 

□  Ont.  &  east  $15.00 
(Courier  charges  for  up  to  10  tapes) 


NAME  (Print) 


EL  PASO  WRECKING  CORP.  starring  Fred 
Halsted  and  Richard  Locke.  Directed  by  the 
one  and  only  Joe  Gage.  "This  man-to-man 
action  feature  is  an  erotic  milestone"  — 
Mandate.  "Erotic  and  artful"  —  Vsriefy.Tbe 
Gage  Bros,  guarantee  your  satisfaction. 
They  should!  It's  a  classic 


MARK  -  THE  ADVENTURE  BEGINS:  Bran- 
don, Steve,  Cliff,  Todd,  Jeff  and  of  course 
Mark  bring  out  all  the  hardware  and  pull  the 
plugs  for  this  get-down  sex-actioner  that 
cooks  from  start  to  finish. 


TRUCK  STOP:  stars  Gary  Boyd  and  Mike 
Savage,  two  of  the  biggest  stars  together  for 
the  first  time  ever  In  a  fantastic  new  film 
sure  to  be  a  collector's  item.  Features  a  pool 
room  three-way.  A  turn-on  with  all  the  throb- 
bing excitement  of  bold  new  sexual  experi- 
ments! 


MARINE  FURLOUGH,  starring  Mike  Savage 
and  Major  in  a  nigged  sexual  adventure. 
Major  is  good  looking,  he's  masculine,  he's 
athletic  and  well-built.  He's  Major.  Let  him 
show  you,  himself! 
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SCREENPLAY:  One  of  the  most  lavish  male 
feature  films  ever  produced.  Shot  by  Steve 
Scott  at  Lost  World  Resort  in  Palm  Springs. 
Lee  Ryder  hitchhikes  into  a  world  most  of  us 
can  only  fantasize  about  and  can  barely  im- 
agine. Mind-blowing  non-stop  action.  Defi- 
nitely a  class  act! 


THE  HARD  WAY:  A  deserted  garage,  a  car 
and  two  hot  young  dudes  are  the  Ingredi- 
ents for  this  terrific  hard-action  sex-a-thon. 
Throw  in  a  super-endowed  black  stud  who 
meets  a  horny  white  guy  and  you've  got 
XXXRated  integration  of  the  hottest  kind. 


NON-STOP:  from  Steve  Scott,  director  of 
Games  and  A  Few  Good  Men,  An  orgy  of  hot 
action  from  New  York  to  LA.,  starring  Eric 
Ryan,  Casey  Donovan  and  Daniel  Holt. 
Never  a  limp  moment.  A  90-minute  feature 
that  more  than  lives  up  to  its  billing. 


SPLIT-IMAGE:  From  Wakefield  Poole,  the 
maestro  of  male  movies.  Hot  young  cover- 
men  reveal  their  Innermost  fantasies  leav- 
ing nothing  to  the  imagination.  Starring 
Steve  Kay  and  Casey  Donovan.  Meet  these 
models  and  their  fantasy  men. 


ADDRESS 


APT. 


CITY 


POST  CODE 


TELEPHONE 


REQUIRED  SIGNATURE. 

By  my  signature  I  state  that  I  am  21  or  older. 


charge  my 
D  VISA 


D  Mastercharge 


CARDNUMBER 


EXPIRY  DATE 


□  Cheque  or  money  order  enclosed 

Please  allow  10-15 
days  for  delivery;  up 
to  3  weeks  during  the 
holidays  Large 
orders  may  be 
mailed  in  two  or  more 
packages  and  might 
not  all  arrive  on  the 
same  day. 
THESE  TAPES  ARE 
SEXUALLY  EXPLICIT 


Sub 
total 

+  Courier 
charges 


SELF-SERVICE:  The  ultimate  J/O  video 
complete  with  a  cowboy,  a  biker,  a  surfer 
and  even  the  boy  next  door.  This  tape  will 
definitely  keep  you  warm  this  winter.  What  a 
gift  for  the  man  who  sometimes  wants  to 
alone. 


Final 
Total 


EUREKA  BOUND:  En  route  to  the  Red- 
woods, Michael  and  Phillip  spot  just  the 
right  hitchhiker.  Result:  a  non-stop  action- 
filled  afternoon  for  these  3  hungry  men.  This 
assault  on  the  senses  will  keep  you  up  way 
past  bedtime. 


DONT  FIGHT  IT  KID:  The  high  school  coach 
and  his  two  track  stars  meet  in  the  locker 
room  after  a  workout  for  one  of  their  own. 
Also  on  this  video:  Right  Away  Sir!  It's  mov- 
ing day  for  Lt.  Nelson  and  as  he  watches  a 
young  Yeoman,  he  fantasizes  on  some  hot 
sex  action.  A  great  example  of  "wall  to 
wall." 


FLASHBACKS,  starring  Ron  Pearson,  Leo 
Ford  and  Mickey  Squires.  The  jockstrap 
competition  at  the  Endup  bar  In  San  Fran- 
cisco is  an  old  tradition  and  attracts  contes- 
tants from  around  the  world  who  when  ques- 
tioned by  the  emcee  recollect  their  hottest 
"flashbacks"  for  the  audience.  The  full- 
length  feature  Is  one  of  Trophy's  best- 
sellers. 


FOR  FASTER  SERVICE. 
Credit  Card  orders  only 

PHONE  TOLL  FREE 

Won  ro  Saf.  8  am  to  5  pm 
Mountain  Standard  Time) 

1-800-663-4686 

For  information  or  inquiry  purposes, 
please  call  1(604)  769-5222.  Sorry,  we  do 
not  accept  C.O.D.  orders. 


BEST  XXX  RATED  MOVIES 

Specializing  in  the  same 
uncensored  original  version  as  sold 
In  the  U  S. 
THE  FINEST  PACKAGING 

All  of  our  video  movies  are 
packaged  in  colourful  display 
cartons,  just  like  In  the  brochure. 


GUARANTEED  FACTORY 
ORIGINALS 

All  tapes  are  the  completed,  fully 

copyrighted,  original  production. 

packaged  and  sealed  by  the  movie 

studios. 

DISCOUNTED  PRICES 

All  of  these  titles  are  selling  in  the 

U.S.  for  $59.00  -  69.00  U.S.  funds. 

CODE  OF  ETHICS 

VMC  does  not  carry  child  sex, 

bestiality  or  violent  sex. 


GUARANTEE 

All  tapes  100%  guaranteed  against 
manufacturer's  defects  if  returned 
within  15  days  —  they  will  be 
replaced  title  for  title.  Valid  Credit 
Cards  and  Money  Orders  processed 
immediately.  All  tapes  in  mint 
condition  and  direct  from  original 
manufacturer. 


ABSOLUTE 
CONFIDENTIALITY 

All  movies  are  shipped  in  plain 
wrapper  by  bonded  courier  or  to  the 
nearest  bus  depot,  whichever  you 
prefer.  All  your  correspondence 
the  Lawrence  Research  group  is 
held  in  strictest  confidence.  We  will 
never  sell,  rent,  trade  or  give  your 
name  to  any  other  company  or 
organization. 


